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EDITORIAL 
 
I am frequently accused of banging-on about the 
risks of using old tyres on our cars. They are 
supposed to have a life of only ten years from 
manufacture, but this is not very much for a car that 
is used infrequently. I am not saying that they are 
necessarily dangerous when over this age but, even 
if they look immaculate with little tread wear and 
with no signs of cracking, they will not perform as 
well as intended. My own experience has been with 
reduced adhesion due to hardening of the rubber 
with time and this was also found by our Chairman 
when he replaced the tyres on MMT. Hardening 
compromises handling and emergency braking.  
 
However, problems of a different order were 
experienced by Ray Smith when he took his 
Terraplane on a 3000 mile tour of the U.K., a severe 
test for anything. Three tyres failed (for an example 
see right). Ray eventually established that they were 
either 26 or 30 years old and, although they looked 
perfect, problems were internal.  
 
When did you last read the date code to determine the age of the tyres on your car?  
Does your vehicle’s usage demand a change? Tyres are not cheap but your life may depend on 
them. 
 

One of the downsides of attending exhibitions such 
as the N.E.C. Classic Car Show is that our e-mail 
addresses get sold on, resulting in junk mail for the 
Club’s officers. This is usually vaguely business 
related but one of the more bizarre items recently 
(left) was to participate in racehorse ownership! A 
give-away of the source of the spam is that we are 
indexed in the show catalogue as Railton Owners 
Club (The)! 

 
 
 
Neil Thorp 
 
CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NOV /DEC BULLETIN IS THE 9TH NOV. 
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SECRETARY’S NOTES 
 
In the second week of September, and with temperatures plummeting, this year’s National 
Meeting is already fading into memory. Over a warm and sunny weekend, we were much 
indebted to Neil Thorp for arranging a varied and interesting programme. A full report  
appears elsewhere in this issue. For my own part I was particularly looking forward to 
revisiting the British Motor Museum at Gaydon following various recent changes. It did not 
disappoint. I have long been interested in the mid-twentieth-century rivalry between those 
two great motor magnates, Herbert Austin and William Morris. Their influence on social and 
political history extended in both cases well beyond the motor industry. So, it was good to see 
how the re-creations of their respective offices from Longbridge and Cowley are now 
presented side-by-side in the centre of the museum. With the wonders of technology one can 
now watch and listen as holograms of the great men bring to life some of the key challenges 
of their careers. Quite fascinating!  
 
The two hundred miles or so covered over the weekend provided the first opportunity to get 
a proper feel for FPH, my 1937 Cobham, on her new Chinese tyres (see last issue). With the 
potential hazard of superannuated rubber again discussed by our Editor in the light of new 
member Ray Smith’s recent experiences, I can feel quite smug. The large Cobham saloon 
rides well on these new radials. The slightly reduced overall rolling circumference on 185/80 
R16 does marginally shorten the gearing, but it seems to do no more than eliminate the 
previous exaggeration in the 30 mph speedometer reading. The slightly softer ride seemed to 
be appreciated by the holiday week-end bride (a young police constable!) I delivered to her 
Shropshire wedding venue on August 24th.  So, I am well pleased with my budget “Dimax 
Classics” and would happily recommend them to others. 
 
Meanwhile August has proved 
the usual busy month for 
classic motoring in my part of 
the world. Vintage Prescott on 
August 4th heralded a week-
long celebration for the 
ninetieth anniversary of the 
Vintage Sports Car Club, 
centred on Stratford 
Racecourse. Members enjoyed 
several local tours during the 
week venturing into 
surrounding counties.  
 
The highlight on August 9th was a special closed “pop-up” hill climb at Chateau Impney, 
where John Fack (above) put in a characteristically spirited performance with the L.S.T.  
 
Secretarial attention then turned to the annual summer “Serendipity” gathering at The Royal 
Oak in Much Marcle which attracted the customary eclectic mix  of pre-war cars in spite of 
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disappointing weather on August 
25th. (right) 
 
Recent weeks have also included the 
opportunity to visit new Worcester-
based member Frank Jolley who has 
been recommissioning his recently 
acquired ex-Pat McDonald police 
Railton GXC 857, (see below).  

 
This was the car specially built 
for the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner in 1943 with 
fabric covered roof to enable 
use of contemporary valve 
radio equipment.  Frank was 
well-on with sorting out one 
or two minor issues resulting 
from the car’s recent spell of 
inactivity and took some 
delight in demonstrating its 
still-functioning police chrome 
bell. The engine sounded 
particularly sweet and I am 

pleased to be able to report that 
this rare survivor from the Met. 
fleet is now back on the road 
and has been showing the 
Railton flag at one or two local 
events. 
 
Another well-known Railton to 
impinge on the Secretarial radar 
in recent weeks has been the 
Levick family’s 1937 Carrington 
d.h.c. GPD 7.  Col. Keith Levick 
was a stalwart of the Club for 
many years and regularly 
attended National Meetings until 
he very sadly succumbed to 
Covid four years ago. The car 
has since been in storage with the family until very recently when new custodian, Keith’s 
daughter Susan, has arranged for it to be placed on loan with the Great British Motor Journey 
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SPARES NEWS – KINGPINS 
 
The Club’s stock of kingpin & bush sets for earlier cars (1933 to 1936 vehicles) is exhausted 
and it has not been possible to procure more from the U.S.A. A batch will therefore be 
manufactured. 
 
If you are in need of these items, or likely to need them in the near future, or if you just wish 
to have a set on hand, please contact the spares registrar to help with his decision on the size 
of batch to be commissioned. The more we order the lower will be the unit cost. Mike 
Stenhouse is currently awaiting pricing before placing the order. 
 
As a guide, these items were last sold for £213 and they are not likely to be less! 

Museum at Ambergate in Derbyshire. I am delighted that museum proprietor Richard Usher 
seems very enthusiastic about his new acquisition. In line with established Club practice, we 
have given the museum complimentary membership and are currently helping with advice on 
minor recommissioning tasks as well as with material to support a suitable display. Progress 
has obviously been made because the car was successfully driven to a show at Chatsworth 
over the recent Bank Holiday. It is good to know that GPD 7 will not languish as a static 
exhibit and I look forward to seeing it in its new home at Ambergate which I visited last year 
during the Midland Automobile Club tour when MG-mounted. 
 
And now, on the more immediate horizon, we have the annual Classic Car Show at the NEC. 
Details and the means of booking concessionary tickets appear on the back cover of this 
issue. 2024 marks the fortieth anniversary of this the country’s major classic car show and, 
courtesy of John Fack, we will be supporting the celebrations by including in our display the 
famous Light Sports Tourer DPL 94 which is still chalking up competition successes in its 
ninetieth year and should be an excellent focus for interest in the Railton marque. I hope 
members will want to visit us on Stand 1-825. 
 
Appropriately I shall also go back just 90 years for an intriguing archive choice. This 
remarkably prescient commentary piece from October 5th 1934 caught my eye when 
browsing a recently acquired volume of old Autocar magazines:-  
 
“Probably the main difficulty which the electrical vehicle industry has to face is the arranging 
of a standard set of charges throughout the country for servicing jobs such as charging.  A 
Committee appointed last February to investigate this problem received, it is stated, evidence 
of an increasing demand for the lighter electrical vehicle to take the place of commercial 
petrol-driven vehicles. […] Although for the moment concentration is on commercial 
vehicles, it may be that the electric passenger car will also receive increased attention.” 
   
Perhaps Mr Miliband should try and dig out that 1934 Committee report! 
 
Max Hunt 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

New Members 
One returning member and two new listings this time:- 
 
1063 Howard Phillips rejoins with 1938 Hudson Tickford Coupe EXX 9. This car was the 
 subject of a restoration feature article in the July/August 2020 Bulletin. 
 
1274 Charlie Rowland  41 Holliers Hill, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN40 2DD. 

Charlie has acquired a 1938 Stratton 2, HPD 742. The car is a recent “barn find” 
whose previous owner had apparently begun restoration and then given up. Charlie is 
Treasurer of the Bexhill 100 Motoring Club and currently owns both a 1947 Hudson 
Super Six Business Coupe and a 1973 Lancia 2000 in addition to the Railton. 

 
1275 Richard Usher  Great British Car Journey, Ambergate, Derbyshire, DE56 2HE. 

We have allocated complimentary membership to the motor museum in Ambergate 
which is currently housing the ex-Keith Levick 1937 Carrington Coupe.  

CALENDAR 2024 
 
Friday 8th - Sunday 10th November          Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show 
The Club now has a stand at the show thanks to additional volunteers stepping forward and 
once more we are in the prestigious hall 1, on stand 1-825. Details of the reduced price ticket 
deal are shown on the back cover of this Bulletin. Please use the Club code when 
purchasing tickets as it increases our credibility with the organisers! 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the N.E.C. and welcoming you to the stand. As usual, three 
cars will be on the stand; currently we are planning on displaying John Fack’s genuine Light 
Sports Tourer, a rare 1935 Terraplane 8 Coupé and, hopefully, a Brough Superior. 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL NOTICE 
 

A reminder that Club membership subscriptions became due on 1st September.  Rates remain 
unchanged even though the post office is continually increasing its prices. Please try to pay 
promptly, preferably using a bank standing order as a lot of effort has to be put into chasing 
those who have forgotten to renew. If, for any reason, you do not wish to continue as a 
member it would helpful if you would advise the Secretary accordingly. 
 
You can also pay via the Club website, just click on the Membership tab. 
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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 
The previous issue of the Bulletin was published just prior to our Annual National meeting, 
and is reported elsewhere in this issue. My personal opinion is that the meeting was extremely 
successful, well organised and most enjoyable. The trip to Gaydon was especially memorable. 
It has grown considerably since my last visit and has some fascinating exhibits all well 
displayed. The trips to Gaydon and Upton House along the A4260 (perfect for Railtons) 
through Banbury from our hotel gave a good opportunity to check my fuel consumption, 
especially as a handily placed petrol station right next to our hotel meant I could fill up, make 
the 2 trips and then check fuel required to fill up. If I stayed on A-roads I achieved 17 mpg, 
but throw in a short motorway distance and 14 mpg was the result. QED. 
 
My only other comment on the meeting was that, disappointingly, the attendance was not as 
large as we had hoped. I welcome suggestions from members as to how we can attract more 
support for the annual meeting – should they always be held in conjunction with a driving 
event, rally, or hill climb organised by others that we can “bolt onto”? Ideas please. 
 
In my previous column I mentioned a concern that MMT was showing signs of running hot 
again and that I planned a good flush out later in the year. Neil Thorp advised that flushing 
out the cooling system may not work if the blockage was in fact in the Pank Baffle that was 
installed to cure the problem back in 2017. This was possible as the smaller jets carrying the 
coolant in the baffle would be likely areas to become blocked. It was also possible that the 
baffle had somehow failed. Neil invited me over to his garage so we could remove the water 
jacket, check the baffle and re-instate the system.  

 
In the event. the baffle was in good condition and there was little sediment in the system. 
There did seem to be very little Bluecol as well though – strange as the last time we filled the 

Water jacket removed, flushing out in progress.               MMT engine with Pank Baffle back in place 
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correct mixture was 
used and top-ups have 
always been with the 
same Bluecol/water 
mix. In a short time the 
baffle was re-fitted and 
the water jacket put 
back and I drove home 
with no drama. Indeed 
the temperature never 
rose above 80 °C which 
then only occurred in 
traffic when going 
through Henley. 
 
 

With complete confidence in MMT 
restored, I went to the very busy car 
show at Gerrard’s Cross on August 
14th. I have been here before and it 
attracts plenty of interesting cars of all 
marques. Above is a good example of 
a rose between two thorns! 
 
Annual holiday then intervened – a 
cruise around the Baltic. A fascinating 
trip calling at nine countries and one 
of the destinations was to the Danish 
island of Bornholm. There we visited  
Egeskov Castle which included a 
famous vehicle museum. Imagine my 
surprise when one of the first exhibits 
I saw was this 1930 Essex Super Six. 
No Railtons however.  
 
As I write this Kop Hill beckons. Just 
printed off my paddock pass – MMT 
will be running as number 280 in row 
F. I hope to see some other Club 
members and their HETs, Railtons or 
Broughs there.  
 
Mick Jarvis 
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 U.K. 3000 TOUR OF BRITAIN  
 
Ray Smith joined us at Gaydon in his recently acquired Hudson Terraplane EGJ 581, the ex-Rex Whistler 
car which was featured in the May/June Bulletin. Ray explained that he planned to tour Britain in the car 
and sent photographs to the Bulletin from time to time. A selection of images follow. 
 
Not knowing where they would be each night, accommodation could not be booked in advance and a tent was 
carried in the car as an ultimate fallback. Ray was accompanied by “hotel booking assistant and night club 
locator otherwise known as his son, Scott.” I am indebted to Ray and Scott for the following pictures. Ed. 
 
What did I need to do to prepare a car that's been sleeping for years for this trip? New petrol 
pump, new radiator hoses all round new, shock absorbers, new clutch, new thrust bearing, 
check and bleed brakes. We decided from the beginning we wanted to drive around 200 miles 
a day stopping after the first 100 miles to have lunch and take a break before pushing on to 
the night’s stopover. The route taken was  
 
SE15 /Plymouth/Land’s End/Exeter /Brecon /Aberystwyth /Anglesey /Chester /
Blackpool /Windermere /Hadrian's Wall /Glasgow /Oban /Isle of Skye /Ullapool /
Thurso /John o' Groats/Inverness /Aberdeen /Dundee/ Edinburgh /Newcastle /Whitby /
York /Skegness /King’s Lynn /Cromer /Lowestoft /Ipswich /Clacton on Sea/Dartford /
Margate /Dover /Dymchurch /Hellingly /Portsmouth /Bournemouth /Exeter /Mere/SE15  
 
We left SE15 (see right) with the first stop 
at Plymouth, 250 miles. Average speed 60 
mph, fuel 17.70 mpg, 1¼ pint of oil 
consumed. A memorable moment of the 
day was hitting a bit of debris on the M5 
causing a puncture. Pulled on to the hard 
shoulder but took a while to stop as did 
not want to brake hard with a puncture. 
When I stopped, the old bill arrived 
behind, shouting at me “why do think you 
can drive on the hard shoulder?” We soon 
put him right with a few choice words – I 
think he was upset because he missed out 
on the riots!  
 
 After Plymouth pressed on to Land’s End. Here we had a pint before climbing on a German 
shipwreck at the bottom of the cliff. Then on to the Exeter Holiday Inn for the night and to 
collect a new tyre delivered overnight by Vintage Tyres. The tyre changed, we pushed on to 
Brecon for our mid-way stop, then on to Aberystwyth. What a great drive that is! With 
fantastic views, driving the curves up and down in a classic car can only be described as pure 
bliss. There was no advance booking of accommodation on this trip. Doing this can be a bit 
hit and miss but we managed to find a family room available right on the beach front, parking 
the car outside.   
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Next stop Anglesey to Plas Newydd house and gardens where 
we were treated like returning royalty. [Plas Newydd houses a huge 
mural by the car’s original owner (see panel on p.15) —Ed.] 
 
Then off to Chester for an overnight stop, and on to Blackpool 
for a pint and fish and chips before we headed off to 
Ambleside & Windemere for the night. We went to look at 
Roman ruins before heading off to Hadrian’s wall. Stopped 
there for a look around the wall ruins and the museum, then on 
to Glasgow, taking a look round. This was the only place I took 
the hub caps off and put them in the boot for safe keeping! 
 

Next off to Oban before pushing 
on to Isle of Skye for over night 
stop off. No accommodation so 
the “Tent of Doom” came into 
play but only after fighting the 
wind and rain for 2 hours. It was 
finally erected in time for dinner 
and a couple of pints. We came 
back at 11.30 to find the tent still 
standing, so in for a night’s sleep.  
 
Well, of course, at 2 am a 45-mph 
wind and lashing rain blew the tent 
down with us trapped inside. After 
fighting and laughing our way out 
to find ourselves surrounded by 
huge puddles and mud, we spent 
the balance of the night in the 
Hotel Terraplane’s comfortable 
seats.  

 
Land’s End (left) Plas Newydd (below) 
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Clockwise from top left:  
Blackpool, Birdoswold Fort at Hadrian’s Wall, camping(?!) at Skye, Lake Windermere. 
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Next off to Ullapool before heading off to Thurso for the night, as you may have guessed, 
very quiet. Now to head to John o’ Groats where it gave us a great giggle to have our Land’s 
End pint glasses refilled with John o’ Groats beer. Next off to Inverness – on to Aberdeen – 
on to Dundee – then on to Edinburgh; a long drive that day.  
 
We stayed just outside Edinburgh as the Fringe being on made accommodation extremely 
expensive even if you could find any at this time. A cab to the centre of Edinburgh only 
costing £10 it is a great saving to stay outside considering the parking also cost 2 arms and 1 
leg. The Fringe is a good laugh but not the place to be if you don’t like crowds.  
 
Next off to Newcastle mid-day stop before pushing on to Whitby for the night. It is best to 
describe it as a town of singing pubs – Irish singing and sea shanties galore!. Then off to 
York, passing Pickering on the way. This called for a stop-off at Mathewson's Auctions but 
we would have needed an armoured Panzer Division to get in to see any cars. We did get to 
look round the York Museum – well worth a visit just for the Victorian streets walk-through. 
Then on to Skegness for a night’s stop-over. Here my son witnessed one of the best pub 
punch-ups ever seen.  

 Capriccio is a large wall mural by the English painter Rex Whistler (1905–1944). It hangs in 
the dining room of Plas Newydd, the historic home of the Marquesses of Anglesey, now 
owned by the National Trust. The mural is Whistler's largest work, and also the largest 
canvas painting in the United Kingdom.  
 
The work was executed onsite between 
1936 and 1938.  It is 58 feet long, taking 
up an entire wall of the dining room. It is 
a trompe-l'œil harbour scene and seascape, 
its subject matter is Italianate in style but 
mixes views of "British and Italian 
buildings, and the mountains of 
Snowdonia". 
 
The mural includes a self-portrait of 
Whistler carrying a broom as the work 
continues into the south-side colonnade. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rex_Whistler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plas_Newydd_(Anglesey)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquess_of_Anglesey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Trust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trompe-l%27%C5%93il
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italianate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonnade
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Clockwise from top left:  
John o’ Groats, Edinburgh, York, meet-up with 
Tony and Rachel Taylor and their Brough Superior, 
CLV 601, at Hellingly Festival of Transport  
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On the move again, this time going through King’s Lynn and stopping at Anglia Classic Car 
Auctions where the welcome was excellent – this included bacon rolls and coffee – Spent the 
next three hours looking at the cars. I have always preferred classic car auctions over 
Museums because you get to touch and can give the cars a good going over and are never told 
off. Then off to Cromer before heading to Lowestoft and Ipswich for the night. A city of two 
halves, one half being rough but go down to the marina and it is a different world! Next stop 
Clacton-on-Sea, now raining non-stop. After a detour to drop Scott off at Dartford train 
station to get the train to Gatwick I was back on track to get to Margate. Then on through 
Dover, staying overnight at Dymchurch opposite the steam railway. 
 
We were invited to attend the Hellingly Festival of Transport to meet up with Tony Taylor, 
the son of Mike Taylor, the man who restored the car to a standard such that it was able to 
make the journey so well. I spent three hours with Tony and Rachel talking cars – he was a 
great host. Now I had a lot of driving to do if I was going to make it to Exeter to complete 
the circle of Britain, passing though Portsmouth with a break at Bournemouth where again 
that question is asked “why do you like driving old cars?” Only one answer to that one: “Well, 
some people like drink, drugs, rock and roll, women, and gambling. It just so happens I like 
old cars too.”  
 
Thirty miles from Exeter a tyre blew out. I made it to Exeter very tired but nothing a few 
beers and a good night’s sleep could not sort out. I now set off back for home with 100 miles 
to go but another puncture left me in a layby. Having fixed the puncture and refitted the tube 
it was still going down, so I fixed it again. Double-checking the tyre I found it was 
delaminating internally with wires puncturing the tube. I managed to put a towel in the tyre 
before refitting the tube. Andy, another classic car owner driving a Ford Anglia, pulled into 
the layby to help. He told me about an hotel in Mere and followed me there. The tube 
managed to hold until I arrived. 
 
Next morning Andy offered to give me a lift to Beaulieu car museum where Vintage Tyres are 
located. It turns out my tyres were from 1994 & 1998. They looked great when I started the 
journey, but age catches up with us all. New tyres fitted and off to home. All was well with 
everything going great until I reached Richmond where the exhaust broke in half about 10 
inches from the manifold, so I drove the last 10 miles home sounding like a Sherman tank on 
full attack! 
 
We have an average life span of 29,200 days in the U.K. To spend 16 of them traveling 
around the U.K. mainland coast in a classic car is a must and if you can take your sons or 
daughters with you will create lifelong memories for you all. 
 
Ray Smith 

Milage covered 3280. 
Fuel cost £1545. (A tip for any club member 

thinking of going on a tour in the UK is to try 

to locate Morrisons petrol stations on your 

trip, price per litre £1.33 to £1.36 compared 

to average petrol stations at £1.45 to £1.48 

and  motorway or A-Road service stations 

with their extortionate prices of £1.65 to 

£1.75 per litre.) 
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2.5 gallons of engine oil used. (At 45 
mph very little oil was used, but at 65 
mph it started to use more oil.) 
Slight leak of gearbox oil used 1.5 pints  
Accommodation from £59 to £130 a night 

for double room. 
Food for 2 around £60 per night  
5 new tyres and tubes £800  
Beers £20 per night. 
Journey time 16 days. 

TECHNICAL TIPS – HEAT SHIELD 
 
Here is a photo of my basic, but very effective, aluminium carburettor heat shield. The shield 
is mounted on the inlet manifold bolts and is made from high tensile aluminium with a fold at 
the top to prevent vibration and fatigue issues. 
 
Without it I have recorded a temperature of over 60°C at the float chamber, which is high 
enough to make petrol boil causing vaporisation and hence a re-starting problem. With a 
larger shield the float chamber was at 33°C after an hour, in an ambient of 29°C – pretty 
impressive. However I was also getting a bit of condensation at the carburetter mouth, so I 
removed about 30% of the shield to allow a bit of heat through; this is the cut down version.  
 
After a one hour (45 mile) run in an ambient of 17°C the float chamber temperature was just 
28°C. The shield itself was over well 80°C, the exhaust 118°C, the block was around 100°C 
and the inlet manifold 60°C. So the shield is performing well at keeping radiating heat from 
the carburetter. After stopping for 10 minutes, the time needed for a typical fuel stop and 
usually when vaporisation prevents a restart, the float chamber rose to just 34°C, still a long 
way off causing any vaporisation problems. So a good result all round. 

 
The inlet manifold has the 
hot spot removed, so it is 
important to warm the 
engine thoroughly before 
doing a hill climb run. After 
a cold start up, the neck of 
the carburetter drops to 4°C 
and mild condensation is 
visible there. This might 
cause a slight icing issue on 
a cold and wet November 
day after start-up – at least 
until the engine is up to full 
operating temperature, but 
the L.S.T. is normally put to 
bed for the winter by then.  
 
John Fack 
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TRAGIC LOSS OF BBT 253 

The magnificent Hudson Country Club Sedan of Ken Chapman was written off by his 
insurers recently following a fire. It is believed that the car ran over a piece of metal lying in 
the road that flew up and caused a fuel leak but also sparked on the road surface igniting the 
escaping fuel. Fortunately Ken was able to escape from the vehicle safely but the passenger 
compartment was completely consumed. Being steel bodywork rather than ash-framed the 
vehicle retained its shape as can be seen in these pictures. Ken very generously donated the 
remains to the Club as a source of spares. The problem of transporting the vehicle to The 
Green in Worcestershire from Colchester, where it was stored, was resolved by John Fack 
who wished to purchase some components for his Light Sports Tourer.   
 
John wrote “It was a one thousand mile round trip for us, and had its moment of excitement 
when all 4 wheel webbings let go simultaneously (luckily I noticed immediately!) probably 
caused by the winch line pulling the car sideways. There are some nice undamaged features on 
it like the lights. Poor old Ken was still traumatised by the whole experience.” 
 
Thanks to John for the “after” images of the car with Ken (left) and the Secretary (right). 

For more “before” pictures see Mar/Apr 2017 
Bulletin 
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2024 NATIONAL MEETING IN PICTURES  

The 2024 meeting was based at the Holt 
Hotel in Steeple Aston where, many years 
ago, our Secretary held his wedding reception. 
The  ROC started with a get-together and 
lunch at The White Horse in nearby Duns 
Tew. It was good to greet Richard Hirst & 
Tricia and Howard Wilcox & Vivvi as they 
were otherwise unable to join in with the 
events of the weekend. As John Dyson put it, 
it was great to see the old faces again. 

After lunch we decamped to the 
premises of  Hightone Restorations 
for a tour of their  work-in-progress 
car store and workshops. The store 
in particular was fascinating with 
many rare vehicles expertly 
described by  our guide (see left). 
 
The Hotel had parking scattered all 
around so only a small line-up  took 
place, but this was rectified on 
Saturday when we visited the 
British Motor Museum at Gaydon 
where the cars of Ray Smith and 
Russell Cook swelled our ranks 
(below). 
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MEMBERS AND CARS ATTENDING 

Robin Butler  
Russell Cook CS 5729  1937 Railton Coachcraft Stratton I Saloon. 
John Dyson 
David Ellis 
Ger Gorissen BXN 243 1935 Railton Carbodies 4 Door Saloon. 
Richard Hirst 
Max Hunt FPH 386 1937 Railton Coachcraft Cobham Saloon 
Mick Jarvis MMT 175 1946 Railton Harold Radford D.H.C. 
Peter Phipps 
Toby Sharp AMC 493 1932 Essex Terraplane Windoverette 
Ray Smith EGJ 581   1937 Terraplane 6 Salmons D.H.C. 
Mike Stenhouse CLH 235 1934 Railton Sargeant Special Tourer 
Neil Thorp Z 6201 1935 Railton Ranalah Saloon 
Howard Wilcox BYL 131 1935 Brough Superior 8 D.H.C. 

Sunday  saw us taking a scenic drive to Upton House in Warwickshire. In 1927 the estate 
was acquired by Walter Samuel, 2nd Viscount Bearsted, who inherited a fortune from his 
father Marcus Samuel, the founder of the oil company Shell Transport & Trading. His wife 
Lady Bearsted worked with "Kitty" Lloyd Jones to transform the house's garden. Perhaps 
uniquely among country houses owned by the National Trust, its significance lies principally 
in its art collection. The house is presented more as an art gallery than as a private home. 
 
The Club was allowed to park “proper” cars in the forecourt where they were viewed by 
anyone touring the house. Being the first weekend of the summer holidays there were lots of 
visitors around to admire the display and the Trust reported some lovely feedback from the 
visitors. It is with some regret that I have to report that Lord Bearstead had a very fine Alvis 
rather than a Railton! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Samuel,_2nd_Viscount_Bearsted
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Samuel,_1st_Viscount_Bearsted
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shell_plc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kathleen_Lloyd_Jones
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Richard Hirst sent these pictures from The White 
Horse car park. Including, below, Mike 
Stenhouse showing John Dyson the fan belt that 
shredded whilst he was on the motorway coming 
south.  
 
The Bristol Saloon was brought  by Robin & 
Monica Butler as their Railton is still under repair. 
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2024 TROPHY AND AWARD WINNERS 
 
THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY.   
Donated by the late Reid Railton Esq.  It was first awarded in 1958.  Consisting of a model of 
the John Cobb Napier Railton Mobil Special Land Speed Record Car.  Awarded to the mem-
ber who by vote of the membership has done the most to uphold the prestige of the Railton 
marque in the preceding year. 
Mike Stenhouse. 

THE JOHN COBB CUP.   
Donated by the late Sir Raymond Quilter bart. for the winner of the Concours d’Etat or simi-
lar competition for condition and appearance of a Railton Car. 
Mick Jarvis:  MMT 175 - 1946 Railton Harold Radford Drop Head Coupé. 

THE SPECIAL AWARD.   
Donated by the late G.C. Durtnal Esq.  Consisting of an original drawing of a Coachcraft 
Cobham Saloon and awarded at the judge’s discretion to the runner-up of the Alan Nichols 
Trophy or John Cobb Cup.   
Max Hunt:  FPH 386 - 1937 Railton Coachcraft Cobham 4 Door Saloon. 

THE THOMSON AND TAYLOR AWARD.   
Donated by Thomson and Taylor Ltd of Brooklands.  Consisting of a mounted model of the 
Napier Railton and awarded to the car with the most elegant original body design. 
Russell Cook:  CS5729 - 1937 Railton Coachcraft Stratton I 4 Door Saloon. 

THE HUDSON SHIELD.   
Donated by “The Automobile” Magazine. Awarded to the best Hudson, Essex or Terraplane 
attending the meeting. 
Ray Smith:  EGJ 581 - 1937 Terraplane 6 Salmons Drop Head Coupé. 

THE LONG DISTANCE AWARD.   
Donated by Philip Barker and awarded to the member travelling the longest distance to a 
national meeting in either a Railton, Brough Superior or H.E.T. 
Ger Gorissen:  BXN 243 - 1935 Railton Carbodies 4 Door Saloon. 

THE PROJECT AWARD.   
Donated by “Practical Classics” magazine and awarded at the judge’s discretion to the owner 
of the most deserving “work in progress” project as encouragement. 
Paul Tickner:  AOC 710 - 1934 Railton Ranalah 2 Door Saloon. 

        
Mike Stenhouse 
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BXN 243 
 

Ger Gorissen brought his 1935 Carbodies 

Saloon to the Meeting from the 

Netherlands via the Harwich to Hook 

ferry. He ensured that the return trip was 

trouble-free by managing  the brakes 

carefully and having a few stops caused by 

vapour lock, reporting that “for the rest, 

the Railton was a pleasure to drive”. 

 

These detail  pictures were taken at Upton 

House. 
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ON THE ROAD WITH AOC 710 
As this is my first pre-war car, I didn’t really know what to expect from the driving 
experience. First outing was only a couple of miles to the Godalming town Classic Show – I 
then re-adjusted the brakes! 
 
The next was a trip of around 20 miles in heavy traffic to a lunchtime V.S.C.C. meet at the 
Fairmile pub. The engine didn’t overheat, but the driver did! As there was no more chance to 
drive before the R.O.C. Annual meeting, and Janet had not yet been in the car, I decided to 
take it in the trailer. Her first trip was to the Friday pub lunch – on one of the hottest days of 
the year! The 20 mile drive to Gaydon then went without a hitch, except for the heat. I have 
made fixing the air leakage in the floor and bulkhead a priority before next year! 
 
I was amazed at the smoothness and torque of the engine, a good thing as I learned double de
-clutching and avoided 1st gear, which makes loud clunking noises. 

Shere hill climb start 
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AOC gets a lot of interest parked in the drive - we have talked to many locals for the first 
time in the last few months. I have now covered more than 400 miles and am beginning to 
enjoy using more of the performance and overtaking modern cars on suitable roads – next 
improvement will be to the steering! 
 
I visited Richard and Liz Baxter to return some non-Railton spares and collect more relevant 
ones. Luckily, these include the original Carter Carb, mechanical fuel pump and some very 
good fixed headlamp reflectors that should work very well with the new pre-focused LED 
bulbs. Another visit to the editor to discuss gearbox repair furnished a complete gearbox – 
one more winter project! 
 
Paul Tickner 

Jane with me and AOC at 
Gaydon 

At Brooklands Summer 
Classic 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 From John Fack 
There is an entertaining article by Alec Rivers-Fletcher in praise of the Alvis Marque in the 
V.S.C.C.'s 90th Anniversary programme.  
 
Rivers-Fletcher senior was a Bentley man but he had developed a love of Alvis during his 
school days. In the article he recounts many amusing anecdotes about racing and its 
participants in the 20s/30s. One such was Charles Follett, himself an Alvis enthusiast but one 
who did not take to the FWD Alvis.  
 
I thought R.O.C. members might be interested in this part of the article: 
 
"The difficult Follett/Alvis partnership could not last and when it collapsed Follett campaigned the Lammas 
Graham and then a second generation Lea Francis. Just before the war he raced a lightweight Railton. This 
was a fabulous car. Sometime previously I had a short drive in a prototype straight-eight Railton tourer, which 
Sammy Davis was testing for The Autocar. The silent engine produced tremendous torque, even from tickover. 
Sammy really raved about that tourer and so did I. Charles' ultra lightweight example was a flyer, he took me 
around the houses and around the Campbell circuit at Brooklands, and did one whole lap in top gear, 
showing how he could spin the wheels in top after each corner. By using second gear in the three speed box the 
acceleration was like an ERA but in dead silence, so one could hear the screech from the inside wall as it spun 
out of the corners. We took it to Donington and it was outstanding, but I did think it was floating a bit at 
maximum speed on the straight. The only bad feature was the brakes which soon faded when they got warm." 
 
Following the V.S.C.C. Silverstone race meeting in 1983, I rolled into the Green Man pub 
south of Silverstone in BYW for the then customary post-race pint. (This was the 
L.S.T. replica owned at the time by brother James – I bought it in 1986 – and which was 
subsequently raced by Anthony Fenwick-Wilson). A bunch of V.S.C.C. luminaries including 
Rivers-Fletcher and Innes Ireland were enjoying a noisy pint outside the pub. As I walked by 
Rivers Fletcher said "Good car the Railton. Well done for winning the Fox & Nicholl 
Trophy!" This was news to me. It was a handicap race that year & I had not bothered to 
check the results. Nor was I expecting a nice comment about the car since the general view 
about the Railton marque in the V.S.C.C. at the time was not so complimentary. Happy days! 

From John Dyson 

Much enjoyed the “Annual Meeting” (as I must now call it!) or as much as I attended. But it 

was great to see the old faces again.  

 

Last Monday went to Old Warden, there is a good 

adventure playground, besides the Shuttleworth Collection 

and Swiss Garden. JNM looks bright and shiny, gets an 

airing on ‘Flying Days’ but still gets very hot if asked to do 

anything strenuous. Other than the Spitfire and Hurricane, 

the Railton and DH Comet are about the most ‘modern’ 

exhibits. 
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From Tony Flewellen 
On the 21st of August, along with other members of “Devon Sevens”, I visited 
Moretonhamstead motor museum before it closed. A lot to see there, in particular 
Railton MMG 91 (now 308 UXP). I had a chat to owner Frank Loft about the car and 
mentioned to him that I had worked on it in the early 90s, when it had been damaged by 
somebody jacking up the car under 
the drag link thus making the 
steering inoperative. The car 
also needed an MOT. I offered to 
do the repairs, and the car was 
shipped to Braunton on a trailer. A 
replacement drag link was located 
and I replaced the king pins to get 
it through the MOT. I also did 
some work to the gearbox. The 
adjacent photo was taken in the car 
park at work. Let us hope that the 
new owner will get the car back on 
the road again. 

I had intended to use my open Austin 
Ten for the visit to the museum, but 
used our modern instead as a courtesy 
to a friend who did not relish the 
thought of several hours in a draughty 
car. We met a fellow member of Devon 
Sevens with his 1936 “Ruby” at 
a rendezvous point and we left together 
for the 40 mile run to the museum.  

I elected to use the A 
roads whilst the Austin Seven 
would would be on a shorter 
route via minor roads.  
 
I parked at our destination and as 
I got out of the car, the Austin 
Seven drove in. One minute in it, 
and he probably used less fuel! 
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From Jan Roosenburg 
Thank you Neil, very good Bulletin as always. A number of years ago I wrote an article for 
the Bulletin about Hans Davids, the Dutch driver in the Alpine Trial. He also drove the 
Railton in the 10 hours of Spa and in several KNAC rallies. I remember that a British 
journalist described the Stelvio pass switchbacks as so tight that the Railtons could not make 
it in one go. I drove it at night in a 1952 MG TD once – good fun. Reid Railton stayed during 
the rally to assist Hans Davids, which tells me he had more to do with the company than just 
lending his name for a fee. Both Railtons finished and had zero penalty points and it provided 
that great Crosby drawing. It was the reason I drove in the resurrected Alpine Trial in 
Annecy. The only event we did not finish, as the clutch went on the blink thanks to a mistake 
by the mechanic. Also the first event I drove where owners had hired professional navigators. 
I suppose winning is everything, but I prefer to share the days with a good friend. 
 
The article Jan refers to, titled A Dutch Enigma appeared in the January 2015 Bulletin and part of it is 
reproduced here for those who were not members at the time or who, like the Editor, do not recall the detail!  

A DUTCH ENIGMA (EXTRACT) 
 
In the 1934 International Coupe des Alpes, two Railtons took part. One was owned by the 
Englishman R.L. Richardson and the other, a Berkeley Tourer, was Dutch owned. Both cars 
finished without any penalty deductions and were awarded a Glacier Cup. 
 
This was quite an impressive feat,  Glacier Cups in Group 1 over 3,000 cc were won by: R. L. 
Richardson (Railton Terraplane), E. Mutsaerts (Ford V8), A. P. Van Strien (Ford V8), N. 
Fiisette (Ford V8), S. D. Posthumus (Ford V8), B. Neamtu (Ford V8), R. Getac (Ford V8), 
M. Trevoux (Hotchkiss), J. v. Biro (Bugatti), M. G. Descollas (Bugatti), Mme. L. Schell 
(Delahaye), H. J. Davids (Railton Terraplane). It is quite obvious that the Ford V8 was the 
vehicle of choice. This was certainly helped by the fact that Ford was providing factory 
assistance along the entire route. 
 
The Dutch Railton was owned and driven by a certain H.J. (Hans) Davids and his navigator 
was named Frans Habnit. The latter was well known in Dutch racing circles as the publisher 
of Motorsport, a news magazine published in Surabaya, Netherlands East Indies. He also wrote 
a well-received book about pre-WWI automobiles in the Dutch Indies in his later years. Hans 
Davids is rather mysterious. He lived in Rotterdam and obviously his father was wealthy. He 
raced Velocette motorcycles at which he was quite successful, winning a National 
Championship. In 1934 he appears in the Railton. Whether he purchased the car in the UK or 
from the Dutch Hudson importer, N.V. AGAM, I have not yet been able to establish. It had 
the Dutch licence plate H 41053. So far I have had no luck finding out anything of what 
happened to the car after Davids owned it. I am still pursuing the licence plate angle, but WW 
II destroyed many records. Of interest is that Reid Railton came out to visit the Alpine Trial 
and John Dyson provided photographs of Davids and his car with R.R. An amusing interview 
was written in a Rotterdam-based newspaper, dated  August 16, 1934, which I have translated 
here:  
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HANS DAVIDS BACK FROM THE ALPINE TRIAL 
 
The youthful Terraplane driver tells us about his experiences. 
 
This afternoon at 4 o'clock Hans Davids arrived, who with his small Terraplane participated in the Alpine 
Trial accompanied by Frans Habnit. We met in the Bodega “Old Dutch”, after Davids and Habnit left 
Munich this morning (550 miles) and the two gentlemen told us about their impressions. 
 
There were 13 teams from The Netherlands, 10 with Fords, 1 Hotchkiss, 1 Terraplane and 1 DKW. On  
the first of the six days the Hotchkiss had engine trouble and retired. Four of the Fords finished without 
penalties, as did Mr. Davids. Considering that the Fords were assisted along the entire route by a Factory 
service team, the accomplishment of Mr. Davids can be considered exceptional. 
 
HOW WAS THE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE OTHER  PARTICIPANTS? 
The relations with the Ford drivers have been very enjoyable. A good "Sporting" spirit was noticeable among 
the Dutch participants, this was really very pleasant. Unfortunately, we could not profit from an advantage we 
had over all our fellow countrymen. On one of the sections the organisation had put the time control about 25 
kilometers too far. Nevertheless, we passed it on time, but most of the other cars, including all the Dutch 
teams, were late. It was on the most difficult section with the steepest ascents and one had to keep an average 
speed of 52 km/h. When the organizers realized their mistake, they took away all the penalties. For us that 
was, of course, a bit unfortunate. 
 
HOW WAS THE WEATHER ? 
The first five days it was excellent. Only on the last day did it absolutely pour with rain, that did not make it 
any easier. Actually the first and fourth day were also not that easy with the weather. 
 
HOW WERE THE ROAD CONDITIONS ? 
They varied greatly. For example from Venice to Zagreb we had an ideal, but quite boring, Autostrada until 
the border at Fiume, but in South Slavia as soon as we had come across the border, the roads were terrible, 
very dry and incredible dusty. 
 
ANY TROUBLE CROSSING THE BORDERS ? 
Everything was organized very well. The customs officers tore the papers from us and ran to their office to get 
them all stamped as fast as possible. Especially the Italians were most helpful. On one of the border crossings it 
so happened that just about all the cars who came first were Dutch. The customs officers could not believe what 
was going on in that little country ! 
 
With some shame, Mr. Habnit stated, I have to tell you that one morning we actually overslept. This was in 
St. Moritz where we were supposed to leave at 05:35. The hotel, however, did not wake us until five to six. A 
quarter of an hour later we appeared at the start and we had to make up thirty five minutes. This we 
managed, and when we reached the highest point of the route for that day, we were back on schedule. 
 
WAS IT PHYSICALLY DEMANDING FOR THE PARTICIPANTS ? 
Most decidedly. Most days we arrived very late in the evening, around eleven or midnight. The next morning we 
had to start at four or five o'clock. We only got a few hours of sleep, which is tiring. Also, we could not pay 
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much attention to anything around us, we had to totally concentrate on the driving. In Venice we would have 
liked to have seen some of the sights, but that was not happening. We went around in a gondola for half an 
hour, got a glimpse of the Plaza San Marco, and off to bed ! 
 
WHAT IS YOUR FINAL IMPRESSION ? 
We are delighted. This was, for both of us, our first Alpine Trial, and we finished without penalties. One of 
the other drivers told us we have crossed 27 Alpine passes with a combined elevation of 51 kilometers. More 
than fifty percent of the participants did not finish, which goes to show it was not that easy. 
 
Among those present at this interview was also a Mr. Borsten. Earlier in the month he had 
driven from Rotterdam to Nice in a six cylinder Chevrolet. It was his intent to set a new 
record for a non-stop solo drive in 22 hours, with an average speed of around 70 km/h. His 
passengers were Hans Davids and Frans Habnit, plus a Dutch motoring journalist as a 
witness. An interesting preparation for the Alpine Trial by the Railton crew ! 
 
In 1934 Hans Davids also started with his Railton in the 10 hours of Spa. He can be seen here 
at the photo of the start, with number 8 on the grille. The race was won by the Bugatti T44 in 
the background. First away was the Frenchman, Colas, in the Hudson carrying number 6. The 
Bentley with number 2 was driven by the Dutchman Hertzberger and number 4 was another 
Hudson which crashed out. Davids finished 3rd in the over 4,000 cc class, behind 
Hertzberger and Colas.  The Buick Saloon next to Davids finished a remarkable 4th overall in 
the field. 
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MARKET PLACE 

For Sale 
1936 RAILTON Cobham Saloon, reg. TH 8001 
First registered in December 1936 and purchased by my grand-father in 1950, this car has 
been within our family ever since. Following family bereavements, it is no longer possible to 
look after this car and we would like it to go to someone within the Railton Owners Club who 
has the necessary time and enthusiasm. Open to reasonable offers. 
 
The car was used initially as the family car and then intermittently until my grand-father 
retired, when it was laid up in 1972 whilst he focused on restoring another Railton. 
 
TH 8001 has been modified since new by the inclusion of modern indicators and brake lights, 
an overdrive gearbox has been fitted, the bumpers removed, front wings modified, electronic 
ignition, power brakes and restyled fascia. After that modification it was resprayed in modern 
paints from its original brown/green livery to the current green/black colours. 
 
The engine as fitted was completely restored and runs very smoothly having done less than 10 
miles since it was rebuilt. The current condition of the car is that it is in an effectively 
complete road-worthy condition, but it does require some minor finishing. 
 
The car is located in Waterlooville, Hampshire and we’re not wanting to sell any of the spare 
parts separately. If interested, please call Andy Purvis on 01594 563462 or email 
andy.purvis@gmail.com for more details. Additional pictures and a list of spare parts included 
with the sale of this car were in the last Bulletin. 

mailto:andy.purvis@gmail.com
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Neil Burton is selling his 1939 
Brough Superior 6-Cylinder.  
 
It will appear at the H&H auction 
at Duxford on 31st October 2024 
with an estimate of £50-60K. 

A restored rolling chassis is for sale  in 
Switzerland (via ebay) for the unrealistic 
price of £29.5k.  This was the Stratton 
Saloon CFC 122 and, although the body is 
available, the chassis has been “prepared 
to build a special” so may have been 
shortened. The registration is also for sale. 
 
This destruction of what looks to have 
been a perfectly good car is to be 
deplored. 
 

Overlooked at the time, 
Mathewsons of Pickering (of 
Bangers & Cash fame) sold this 
nice-looking 1935 Hudson 
Terraplane in 13th October 2023 
for  £16,600. 
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CLUB SHOP – AVAILABILITY AND PRICES 

 

 Price U.K. Postage ROW Postage 

R.O.C. Car Badge £35.00 £1.32 £1.65 

R.O.C. Tie £10.00 £1.25 £1.43 

Embroidered badge (approx. 3 inch wide) £5.00 £0.70 £0.90 

History of the Railton £3.00 £0.70 £0.90 

Land Flying – The Terraplane by James Fack £8.00 £1.25 £1.65 

The Lost Coachbuilder – Atcherley by James Fack £9.00 £1.25 £1.65 

Railton & Brough Superior Gold Portfolio  £17.50 £3.50 £7.00 
(Brooklands Books) 

 

 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Contact the Secretary, Max Hunt.  Telephone: 01299 401135.  
E-mail:  secretary@railton.org 
 
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE: Cheques (sterling only) for the total including postage should be made 
payable to to “Railton Owners Club” and post with your order to: Max Hunt, Secretary, Abberley 
Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EJ. 
 
VIA THE WEBSITE:  Go to www.railton.org and then click on Club Shop. (You do not need to log in 
to the Member-Only pages to purchase items).  Scroll down and click on the Add to Cart button by the 
item(s) of your choice.  Checkout using PayPal. 
 
PAYMENT DIRECTLY FROM YOUR PAYPAL ACCOUNT: Registered users of PayPal can use 
the “Send Money” facility but you must send the money to treasurer@railton.org in sterling. Please 
add the following amounts to the total cost of your order including postage to cover PayPal fees.  Total 
up to £10 (add £0.50); up to £14 (add £0.75); up to £19 (add £1.00); up to £24 (add £1.25).  You can 
either list your order in the “message” area in PayPal or e-mail separately to Max Hunt. 
 
PAYMENT BY BACS: E-mail your order to Max Hunt and make a sterling BACS payment directly 
into the R.O.C. bank account. Quote reference of your surname/membership number so that we 
can identify the payment.  
HSBC Bank Sort Code: 40-17-04  Account Number: 91009877 
IBAN: GB52HBUK40170491009877   BIC:  HBUKGB4153R  

mailto:secretary@railton.org
http://www.railton.org
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