
OWNERS CLUB BULLETIN 

May / June 2024 



 

2  
 

LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 

Registered Off ice :  

  Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 

Company Registration No. 574562              Founded June 1956 

President : Timothy Railton           Vice President : John Dyson 

 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 

Chairman : PETER PHIPPS 
Arbour Grange, Sandy Holt, Fairmile Avenue, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 2TT 

Telephone: 01932 867090 E-mail: chairman@railton.org 

Secretary : MAX HUNT 
Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 
Telephone: 01299 401135   E-mail: secretary@railton.org. 

Spares Registrar : GEOFF MOORE 
Moorhays, Rhosgoch, Builth Wells, Powys, LD2 3JY 
Telephone: 01497-851296  E-mail: spares@railton.org 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Treasurer : ROGER MAYNE 
Woodside Cottage, 11 Stanford Road, Great Witley, Worcs., WR6 6JG 
Telephone: 01299-896457  E-mail: treasurer@railton.org 

Bulletin Editor : NEIL THORP 
Ridgewood Grange, Chilton Road, Upton, Didcot, Oxon., OX11 9JL  
Telephone: 01235 850756   E-mail: editor@railton.org 

Registrar : MIKE STENHOUSE 
17 Peasehill Close, Rawdon, Leeds, LS19 6EF  
Telephone: 0113-2504896  E-mail: registrar@railton.org 

Publicity/Website: BRYAN TYRRELL 
Claremont, The Meads, Stanstead, Essex, CM24 8QA 
Telephone: 01279 812113  E-mail: bryan@railton.org 

 
LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 

Registered Off ice :  

  Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 

Company Registration No. 574562              Founded June 1956 

President : Timothy Railton           Vice President : John Dyson 

 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 

 
Chairman : PETER PHIPPS 
Arbour Grange, Sandy Holt, Fairmile Avenue, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 2TT 

Telephone: 01932 867090 E-mail: chairman@railton.org 
 
Secretary : MAX HUNT 
Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 
Telephone: 01299 401135   E-mail: secretary@railton.org 
 
Technical Advisor : GEOFF MOORE 
Moorhays, Rhosgoch, Builth Wells, Powys, LD2 3JY 
Telephone: 01497-851296  E-mail: technical@railton.org 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Treasurer : ROGER MAYNE 
7 Greenbank, Polruan, Fowey, Cornwall, PL23 1QP 
Telephone: 01726 870943 E-mail: treasurer@railton.org 
 
Bulletin Editor : NEIL THORP 
Ridgewood Grange, Chilton Road, Upton, Didcot, Oxon., OX11 9JL  
Telephone: 01235 850756   E-mail: editor@railton.org 
 
Spares Registrar : MIKE STENHOUSE 
17 Peasehill Close, Rawdon, Leeds, LS19 6EF  
Telephone: 0113-2504896  E-mail: spares@railton.org 
 
Registrar of Cars : TOBY SHARP 
Hele Cottage, Hele Cross, Ashburton, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 7QX 
Telephone: 01364 652948  E-mail: registrar@railton.org 

LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 

Registered Off ice :  

  Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 

Company Registration No. 574562              Founded June 1956 

President : Timothy Railton           Vice President : John Dyson 

 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 

Chairman : PETER PHIPPS 
Arbour Grange, Sandy Holt, Fairmile Avenue, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 2TT 

Telephone: 01932 867090 E-mail: chairman@railton.org 

Secretary : MAX HUNT 
Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 
Telephone: 01299 401135   E-mail: secretary@railton.org. 

Spares Registrar : GEOFF MOORE 
Moorhays, Rhosgoch, Builth Wells, Powys, LD2 3JY 
Telephone: 01497-851296  E-mail: spares@railton.org 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Treasurer : ROGER MAYNE 
Woodside Cottage, 11 Stanford Road, Great Witley, Worcs., WR6 6JG 
Telephone: 01299-896457  E-mail: treasurer@railton.org 

Bulletin Editor : NEIL THORP 
Ridgewood Grange, Chilton Road, Upton, Didcot, Oxon., OX11 9JL  
Telephone: 01235 850756   E-mail: editor@railton.org 

Registrar : MIKE STENHOUSE 
17 Peasehill Close, Rawdon, Leeds, LS19 6EF  
Telephone: 0113-2504896  E-mail: registrar@railton.org 

Publicity/Website: BRYAN TYRRELL 
Claremont, The Meads, Stanstead, Essex, CM24 8QA 
Telephone: 01279 812113  E-mail: bryan@railton.org 

 
LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 

Registered Off ice :  

  Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 

Company Registration No. 574562            Founded June 1956 

President : Sally Railton Joslin   Vice President : John Dyson 

 

 

 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 

 
Chairman : MICK JARVIS 
The Barn, Boulters Lane, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 8TJ 

Telephone: 01628 674116   E-mail: chairman@railton.org 
 
Secretary : MAX HUNT 
Abberley Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcs., DY12 2EJ 
Telephone: 01299 401135   E-mail: secretary@railton.org 
 
Bulletin Editor : NEIL THORP 
Ridgewood Grange, Chilton Road, Upton, Didcot, Oxon., OX11 9JL  
Telephone: 01235 850756   E-mail: editor@railton.org 
 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Treasurer :  
Financial enquiries should be sent via E-mail: treasurer@railton.org   
 
Spares Registrar : MIKE STENHOUSE 
17 Peasehill Close, Rawdon, Leeds, LS19 6EF  
Telephone: 0113-2504896  E-mail: spares@railton.org 
 
Registrar of Cars : TOBY SHARP 
Hele Cottage, Hele Cross, Ashburton, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 7QX 
Telephone: 01364 652948  E-mail: registrar@railton.org 

Material appearing in the Bulletin is copyright and must not be used without the written permission of the copyright 
holders. The views and opinions expressed (including advertisers) are not necessarily shared by the Editor or by the 
Railton Owners Club. The Club accepts no responsibility for the following of contributors’ advice, nor does it 
necessarily endorse the services or products offered by advertisers, which are published in good faith.  

mailto:treasurer@railton.org


 

 3  
 

RAILTON OWNERS CLUB  
The premier British club for enthusiasts of all  

Brough Superior, Railton, Hudson, Essex and Terraplane 
motor vehicles. 

 List of contents: May / June 2024 

 Editorial  .............................................................................................................................4 

 Secretary’s Notes ...............................................................................................................5 
 Membership News ...........................................................................................................7 

 Calendar 2024  ...................................................................................................................8 

 The Chairman’s Column .................................................................................................9 

 AOC 710 re-commissioning update ........................................................................... 12 

 Railton Wheels – a bit of history ................................................................................. 14 

 Restoration Finished ..................................................................................................... 16 

 Hudson Terraplane EGJ 581 ....................................................................................... 19 

 Photo Discoveries .......................................................................................................... 24 

 Correspondence  ............................................................................................................ 25 

 Books for Sale  ............................................................................................................... 30 

 Technical Tips  ............................................................................................................... 31 

 Market Place.................................................................................................................... 33 

Printed by Ridgeway Press Limited   https://www.ridgewaypress.co.uk/ 

R.O.C. Website:  www.railton.org 
If they have been mislaid, the user name and password for the Members’ area 
may be obtained from the Editor, the Chairman or the Secretary. 

The front cover shows Jan Roosenburg’s favourite photo of his car. Taken during monsoon

-type rain in The Netherlands on a dirt road, Jan especially likes it because five other cars did 

not want to drive through the water and then a Bentley behind him got stuck when all its 

electrics got wet! 

 

The  back cover is a copy of part of the specification sheet issued by the factory in 1938. 
Printed on stiff paper, it is in an envelope titled “Railton Special Coachwork”. 

Railton Owners Club 



 

4  
 

EDITORIAL 
 
Several members drew my attention to lot 21 
in Brightwells auction of 8th May which 
made such a low price. Max Hunt talks 
about it in his Secretary’s notes. The car is 
shown on the right and looks to be in good 
condition but we know that it needed 
recommissioning. This was clear from the 
other images in the sale particulars, but it 
made me think about how easy it is to be 
seduced by a good professional photograph 
and of how important it is therefore to view 
a car in the flesh when buying.  
 
The ex-Whistler Terraplane shown on page 19 is a case in point. When I saw it in the 
Bonhams forecourt I thought that it looked rather tired and that it might struggle to find a 
buyer yet the sales pictures would indicate that it is in very fine fettle. I am not implying that 
there has been any misrepresentation but at auction, especially on-line auctions, it pays to be 
very cautious. Bonhams charge £700 to prepare, write up and photograph a car for sale and I 
can now see that this might be worth it to attract a punter. 
 
There are several  marque cars looking for a new home at the moment. In addition to those in 
the Market Place feature, 8-cylinder Brough Superior BYN 486 did not sell at H&H on 14th 
March and is therefore presumably still available, whilst the Car and Classic website has four 
cars listed including the 1943 ex-Metropolitan police Cobham-style by Direct Spray company. 
This is p.o.a., but the other cars are listed at prices which can only be described as optimistic; 
the least authentic vehicle is for sale in Germany for €150k!! The best of the lot, in my biased 
view, is the Ranalah saloon BPU 679, a sister car to my own Z 6201. 
 
Our National Meeting will be over just too late to be reported in the next Bulletin, but this is 
the last opportunity to remind everyone that a warm welcome awaits those who attend. Apart 
from the various visits organised, it is an ideal opportunity to discuss those technical issues 
that have been niggling you and to make or renew friendships. The Friday lunchtime venue of 
the White Horse in Duns Tew is quite close to our base hotel and is laying on a special menu 
to take into account that most of us will be having a full dinner in the evening. It is a quiet 
village with ample parking at the pub or on the road outside. 
 
 
Neil Thorp 
 
CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JULY /AUGUST BULLETIN IS THE 12TH JULY. 
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SECRETARY’S NOTES 
 
May has arrived and with it, at last, some decent weather. Throughout April it seemed that the 
fields here in Worcestershire were constantly waterlogged and continuous rain gave little 
incentive to get old cars out on the road. Such was the state of the ground at Shelsley Walsh 
that the opening meeting of the season had to be run as a closed event for fear of having 
spectators’ cars bogged down in the parking field. Fortunately, everywhere was dried out in 
time for the “Speed into Spring” meeting on May 4/5. With a very full motoring calendar in 
the weeks ahead let’s hope that summer has now come to stay. 
 
I am typing away during the morning after returning from the Rolt Conference in Ironbridge. 
Timed to coincide with the 50th anniversary of L.T.C. (Tom) Rolt’s death in May 1974, this 
proved to be a splendid 
gathering of folk from the 
worlds of canals and heritage 
railways as well as the Vintage 
Car movement. Rolt was a 
joint founder of the V.S.C.C. 
back in 1934 with John Passini 
and Tim Carson, the landlord 
of the famous Phoenix inn at 
Hartley Wintney. As many will 
know, Tom continued to use a 
12/50 Alvis as everyday family 
transport to the end of his life 
and there was a goodly turn-
out of Alvis men for the 
commemorative weekend. (See 
right.)  
 
It was nearly fifty years since I 
had last been in Coalbrookdale 
as a young history teacher 
introducing thirteen-year-olds 
to the wonders of the 
Industrial Revolution, and how 
things have changed! The work 
of the Ironbridge Gorge 
Museum Trust over the years is 
truly amazing and the recreated 
Victorian Town at Blists Hill is 
well worth a visit. There was 
excellent chocolate to be had in 
the Victorian sweet shop! 
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Yours truly did let the side down 
slightly over the weekend by opting 
for 1950s transport in the shape of 
my P4 Rover 75; but it is a “Rolt era” 
motor car built to the quality 
standards he would have approved of. 
I thought it looked rather well as 
shown here against the background of 
the Coalbrookdale Iron Company 
headquarters. Somehow the aura of 
an “Aunty” Rover seemed to fit 
comfortably with the home of the 
Aga cooker – all very respectable and 
middle-class!  Besides which, the old 
girl has been motoring reliably for 
even more years than Rolt’s Alvis had 
clocked up by 1974.      
 
However, thoughts do now turn to 
Railtons with preparation for the 
V.S.C.C. Worcestershire Tour in three 
weeks’ time at the top of my agenda. 
An engine tune-up with benefit of a 
set of nice new spark plugs from 
Mike Stenhouse should ensure 
reliable performance and, with our Editor planning to bring “Z” along, we might get at least 
one Railton photograph in the next V.S.C.C. Newsletter. We can then look forward to the 
Vintage Shelsley meeting on June 30th and Prescott with the V.S.C.C. ninetieth during the first 
week of August. Indeed a busy summer in prospect! 
 
In between times, of course, comes our own National Meeting. News from the Holt Hotel in 
Steeple Aston is slightly disappointing with only twelve of our original reservation of twenty 
rooms taken up. Our hold over the remaining rooms has now expired, but the agreed prices 
will be held and perhaps the arrival of summer will encourage one or two more members to 
commit to the National Meeting across the weekend of July 19/21. Full details will again be 
found on the Calendar page. Latest developments waiting for us at Gaydon on the Saturday 
include Herbert Austin’s original office now safely relocated from Longbridge. So, happily, 
the museum is able to display the offices of the two great English motor moguls, Austin and 
Morris, side by side as the arch rivals of the 1930s car industry. Across the campus the 
achievements of William Lyons are also set out in the form of the Jaguar Heritage Collection. 
So, much to occupy us for a few hours while the visiting public will hopefully enjoy our own 
Club display. 
 
Some less cheery news when I got back from Ironbridge was the outcome of the latest 
Brightwells auction. I had been tracking the very slow early bidding on the ex-Mike Green 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

New Members 
Two new members have joined us since March; we welcome:-  
 
1268   Robert Hurst  7050 Hwy 190, Covington, Louisiana, 70433, USA.  

Robert has recently acquired a 1936 Railton 8 Tourer which he describes as restored. 
He joins as a Full Overseas member. Robert also owns a 1923 Hudson 7-passenger 
saloon. 

 
1269   Frank Jolley  16 Orchard Close, Rushwick, Worcester. WR2 5TH. 

Frank joins as an Associate member having recently been an under-bidder on a 1935 
Carbodies Saloon.  He already owns a similar age Rover Speed Pilot and is looking out 
for a Railton. 

Carbodies Saloon, primarily because it is a sister car to my own 1935 saloon (albeit the de-
luxe version).  This was a nicely preserved and original car which, although described as 
needing some recommissioning, should surely have made more than the £11,500 (including 
buyer’s premium) achieved last week. When sold in 2009 I believe it made £18,000. All of 
which does seem to indicate that big pre-war saloons now have diminishing market appeal. 
Today’s retirees, with pension lump sums to indulge their interest in old cars, are drawn to 
the vehicles they lusted after but couldn’t afford when they were in their twenties. Hence the 
appeal of MGBs, Triumph Stags and, of course, the Jaguar E-type. It’s all about nostalgia. 
 
Perhaps we devotees of the earlier cars should just comfort ourselves with the thought that 
more realistic values will discourage the “investment buyer” and mean that the cars are 
simply used and enjoyed as their designers intended.  
 
Our R.O.C. predecessors from sixty years ago certainly had little hesitation in using their cars’ 
performance to the full and early Bulletins reveal little interest in “trailer queens”. Trawling 
through past issues for this month’s archive piece my gaze fell on this item from June 1969: 
 
“Philip Barker reports that the slight tapping noise noticed after a high-speed belt along the 
motorway turned out to be big end trouble, and the crank has had to be reground. Before 
members start removing their engines they are asked to note that a tapping noise is usually 
due to the valve gear. Usually.” 
 
The car in question was FPH 386 -- still exercised regularly, but a tad more gently, from 
within my own collection. There is currently no tapping noise! 
 
Max Hunt 
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CALENDAR 2024 

 
Friday 19th - Sunday 21st July   National Meeting Gaydon  
We plan to visit Gaydon and Upton House. The activities on offer are: 

• Friday: R.O.C. lunchtime get-together at the White Horse in Duns Tew OX25 6JS; 
visit to Hightone Restorations workshop which is adjacent to the hotel. 

• Saturday: Visit to British Motor Museum at Gaydon; Club dinner. 

• Sunday: Cotswold Tour to converge at Upton House (National Trust). 
 
Our base will be at The Holt hotel at Steeple Aston, Oxfordshire, where we have agreed the 
following dinner, bed & breakfast rates. (Rates are per room, per night, and include VAT). 
Friday rates would also apply if anyone wanted to stay on the Thursday before, or the Sunday 
after, the weekend. For the Friday night we will need to book dinner at the same time as 
booking the rooms. For the Saturday we will have the Club dinner, which, to maintain quality, 
will be a set menu of our choice, but with a vegetarian alternative; menu details will be 
available nearer to the event. 
 
The rates remain, but availability can no longer be guaranteed, so book as early as possible. 
Payment will be at check-in but a credit card would be required at the time of booking to hold 
the room. Free cancellation requires a minimum 48 hours notice before 11:00am of the day of 
check-in. Call and make bedroom reservations by following the procedure below:  
Call 01869 340259 for in-House Reservations, or email info@holthotel.co.uk  
Quote the dates and the Railton Owners Club’s group booking code: ROC. 
N.B. The best times to call are ones that avoid check-in and check-out time. 

19th Friday 
Singles @ £145.00  
Standard doubles or twins @ £180.00 
Superior doubles or twins @ £190.00 
Deluxe doubles @ £210.00 

20th Saturday – Club dinner night 
Singles @ £185.00  
Standard doubles or twins @ £220.00 
Superior doubles or twins @ £230.00 
Deluxe doubles @ £250.00 

www.holthotel.co.uk 
sales@holthotel.co.uk 
+44 (0) 1869 340 259 

 
 
Friday 8th - Sunday 11th November          Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show 
The Club has now applied for a stand at the show thanks to additional volunteers stepping 
forward. Reduced price ticket details will follow when known.  
Put the dates in your diary now! 

HOLT HOTEL 
Nr. Steeple Aston, 
Oxford Road,  
OX25 5QQ 
 

mailto:info@holthotel.co.uk
http://www.holthotel.co.uk/
mailto:sales@holthotel.co.uk
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/51.5039232,-0.1998848/the+holt+hotel/@51.6657333,-1.3157611,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x4876da22490d41c3:0xe004c728ccc9f2df!2m2!1d-1.3247108!2d51.9222942
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/51.5039232,-0.1998848/the+holt+hotel/@51.6657333,-1.3157611,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x4876da22490d41c3:0xe004c728ccc9f2df!2m2!1d-1.3247108!2d51.9222942
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/51.5039232,-0.1998848/the+holt+hotel/@51.6657333,-1.3157611,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x4876da22490d41c3:0xe004c728ccc9f2df!2m2!1d-1.3247108!2d51.9222942
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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 
Inevitably, I suppose, my conversations with R.O.C. members are limited. On administrative 
issues, programmes and events most rely on Max Hunt – a good move as he is on top of 
those issues. Anything involving the Bulletin Neil Thorp is the man to call and usually on all 
matters mechanical Mike Stenhouse is our go-to guy. Recently however I had the opportunity 
to try and assist Denis Robson (No. 1164) who owns MG 6407.  
 
I had met Denis and MG at the 
launch of Karl Ludvigsen’s book 
on Reid Railton at Brooklands 
back in April 2018 but have had 
little contact since. He called in 
April and had a tale of his car 
cutting out several times on a 
short trip from his home in Surrey 
to Brooklands some time earlier 
this year. MG 6407 is a 1939 
Railton Fairmile III DHC and 
Denis surmised, correctly, that its 
carburetter may be similar on our 
cars; MMT may be a 1946 
registration but is a 1937 engine 
and chassis same as Denis’s. So is 
the Carter WD-O carb.  
 

Denis and his mechanically minded 
friend Stephen, came up to Berkshire on 
April 16th and studied the carburetter on 
MMT. We discussed fuel pumps, filters, 
every issue surrounding how fuel gets 
into our engines and observed how the 
carburetter on MMT worked while we 
ran the engine. To be honest I have had 
little trouble with the twin barrel Carter 
on MMT so was of little to help in the 
diagnosis. We did feel the fuel pump 
arrangement Denis has which is very 
different to mine with respect to fuel 

pumps (type and arrangement) may be an item to investigate further. We also decided MMT 
starts with virtually no choke without any problem after a couple of primes via the throttle 
pedal. We took photos of how the return springs and the oil filled damper worked on my WD
-O and Denis returned home full of hope.  

Brooklands April 2018 – MG 6407 parked next to MMT 
(with Neil Thorp’s Z (ex John Dyson) on extreme right 
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Latest news is that Denis has discovered an expert on US carburetters in Hayes Middx. who is 
going to re-build his unit. Hopefully MG will be back in service soon. My advice to Denis was 
that once he gets the Carter fixed don’t touch it. Their operation remains something of a 
mystery it seems. 
 
Not long after this friendly engagement, I had another on April 21st, the Drive It Day for all 
classics organised by the FBHVC to raise funds for the NSPCC.  I joined several members of 

my local car club at a “rally” to the Battle of Britain Bunker at Uxbridge. This club is open to 
all marques and about 17 cars turned up on the day and enjoyed a fascinating tour around the 
facility. The photograph above shows MMT in pride of place under the wing of a Mk. I 
Hurricane – both examples of British engineering at its best (with an acknowledgement to 
Hudson Motors of course).  
 
I hope the weather continues to improve and many of us can get out and about more in the 
cars we love. I also hope to see many of you joining us in Steeple Aston in July. Can we also 
get 17 cars there?  
 
 
Mick Jarvis 
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AOC 710 RE-COMMISSIONING UPDATE 
 
Not as much progress as I had hoped. My race car still has not sold so I could not get the 
Railton into the garage until the end of March. 
 
I was interested to weigh the Railton on my corner 
weight scales. With the removed bonnet and spare 
wheel it comes to 1270 kg – surprisingly light for a 
saloon.  

The most urgent job was to get rid 
of the woodworm-infested ply in 
the nearside door and door card, 
passenger seat and seat mounting 
plate. Luckily there does not seem 
to be any spread into the ash frame, 
but I have since found worm in the 
boot floor, so this will be replaced 
as soon as possible after the car is 
on the road. A full sheet of marine 
ply will be used by the time I am 
finished! 

I took both the radiator and fuel tank to Guildford 
Radiators in Cranleigh. The radiator pressure tested 
okay and was simply painted – all for £35. 
 
The fuel tank (right) needed some of the bottom 
replaced with a soldered patch and new drain boss. I 
then installed some threaded inserts and a new gasket 
for the fuel pickup. Does anyone have experience of 
the 90 year old solenoid changeover working on 12v? 
[This is probably a later addition by Richard Baxter — Ed.] 
 
I had bought some Lanoguard to spray inside the box 
section of my Datsun Roadster and tried some on the 
chassis, axle and engine block of the Railton. A wash 
down with brake cleaner and a quick spray seems to 

Marine ply replacing woodworm-infested ply in door 
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bring the old black painted parts to a nice sheen. It will be interesting to see how long that 
lasts. 
 
 
 
 
 
There have obviously been some 
historical problems with sealing 
around the water manifold screws. I 
removed lots of RTV “worms” and 
rust. It then seemed rude not to clean 
up the stainless manifold and use 
new bolts. (see right) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The sump is currently off the car and 
the brake cables are now at Speedy 
Cables for remanufacture, so 
hopefully we will be on the road by 
the end of May. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The next instalment should see a new 
polished mesh stone guard installed on 
the now tidied-up front end, shown here 
without the crude angle-iron badge bar. 
 
Paul Tickner 

Straps used to lower the sump. 
Note lots of debris in the waterways. 

Cleaned up water jacket installed. Grease cup for 
white grease on water pump 
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RAILTON WHEELS - A BIT OF HISTORY 
 
I have kept a spare 5-stud wheel stowed away since I had it shotblasted and stove enamelled 
some years ago. Getting it out recently, prior to ordering some new tyres for BYP, I saw, on 
the inside rim of the wheel, an inscription that I had not noticed before. 

As well as the numbers 400 and 546, you can just make out the words ‘MOTOR WHEEL 
CORP’ and ‘LANSING MICH USA’. Searching the internet, I uncovered the following 
history: 
 
The Motor Wheel Corporation was formed in 1920 through the merger of Prudden Wheel, 
Weis & Lesh Manufacturing Company, Auto Wheel Company, and Gier Pressed Steel 
Company.  
 
William K. Prudden (1859-1927), a graduate of the Michigan Agricultural College, moved to 
the town of Lansing in the state of Michigan in 1888 as a real estate broker and breeder of 
fine horses. He was also co-owner of the Lansing Wheel Company and served on the board 
of the Michigan Wheel Company before launching W. K. Prudden & Company in 1903 as a 
regional distributor of Oldsmobiles and manufacturer of wheels for the Olds Motor Works. 
Prudden developed the artillery type of automobile wheel, which featured a much heavier 
spoke than the standard carriage wheels in use at the time. 
 
The Weis & Lesh Manufacturing Company of Memphis, Tennessee, had holdings of 
thousands of acres of hickory hardwood. Prudden knew the amount of wood needed to 
satisfy the national automobile wheel demand would be huge, since more than 90% of all 
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vehicles produced in the U.S. in 1920 used wood spoke wheels. This acquisition would ensure 
a steady supply of this important raw material to Prudden. 
 
The Auto Wheel Company had started in 1898 as the Lansing Spoke Company with a site 
containing a sawmill, large drying shed, and manufacturing and finishing areas for spokes and 
rims, as well as vast storage areas for logs and wood. 
 
The Gier Pressed Steel Company was founded in 1903 as the Gier & Dail Manufacturing 
Company, producing a general line of stamping and pressed steelwork. In 1910 the company 
began to supply wheel hub flanges and valve stem ferules to local wheel companies. 
 
In 1924, Motor Wheel made its move into the steel wheel market with the introduction of a 
new product which featured a steel disc with a demountable rim, and which was offered as 
optional equipment on some of the leading makes of automobiles  
 
By the end of that decade, it had become the world's largest manufacturer of both wood and 
steel wheels, and had produced more steel wheels for use on passenger cars than all other 
manufacturers combined. Further steel wheel developments followed, with the introduction 
of wire wheels in 1926. The design of these wheels was changed in 1930 to create a larger hub 
shell and a reduction in the number of spokes, resulting in the more rigid wheel design which 
will be familiar to Railton owners. 
 
Between 1920 and 1942, Motor Wheel produced 87 million wheels for the American 
Automobile Industry - enough wheels to equip 17 million vehicles with five wheels each. 
During this period, Motor Wheel was the world's largest producer of automotive wheels and 
had one third of the American market. 
 
In 1932, Motor Wheel began producing brake drums using the newly developed centrifugal 
casting method; between 1932 and 1948, Motor Wheel produced 48 million brake drums 
using this method.  
 
In 1964 Goodyear purchased Motor Wheel. In 1984, the brake drum operation of Motor 
Wheel Corporation moved to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and in 1996 the remaining wheel-
making operations in Lansing, Michigan, closed down. The Motor Wheel name continues 
today as a manufacturer of heavy duty brake drums.  
 
For further detailed information, see: 
 
a. https://www.historic-structures.com/mi/lansing/prudden-wheel-company/ 
b. https://usautoindustryworldwartwo.com/motorwheelcorporation.htm 
c. www.nailhed.com/2014/12/cutting-patterns-for-world-in-michigan.html  

 
Can anyone suggest the significance of the figures 400 and 546? 
 
Richard Hirst 

https://www.historic-structures.com/mi/lansing/prudden-wheel-company/
https://usautoindustryworldwartwo.com/motorwheelcorporation.htm
http://www.nailhed.com/2014/12/cutting-patterns-for-world-in-michigan.html
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RESTORATION FINISHED 
U.S. member Bill Lentz of Fort Collins, Colorado (USA) continues his account of the restoration of what is 
believed to be an early Fairmile.  

 
When a story concerning the partial restoration of our 1935 Fairmile 1 (Chassis #545203) 
appeared in the January/February issue (2019), I promised a follow-up, once the process was 
completed. Unfortunately, intrusion of the COVID pandemic and adverse weather conditions 
caused lengthy delays.  

 
Landau Bars: The initial article mentioned 
that neither of the mismatched Landau bars 
that came with the car could be used, so 
moulds were made for new ones. The forged 
components were beautifully shaped by a 
friend, then plated.  
 
Upholstery Materials: Catalogue selections 
for materials were easily made, but the 
pandemic and two weeks of extreme 
freezing conditions in the state of Texas 

Before 

After 
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seriously disabled supply resources. (i.e. Obtaining responses from companies stocking leather proved 
difficult for months. Firms supplying underlying materials were shuttered after Arctic conditions caused water 
pipes to break, resulting in substantial water damage to inventories).  
 
Upholstering: The seats in the cabin are leather. The boot seat is vinyl. The two-piece Drop 
Top provides three options of operation. 
 
Front Seats: The front seats were initially placed on an adjustable platform. However when 
my son or I sat in the driver’s seat, we had to bend down to see out of the windshield. This 
problem was reduced by removing the adjustable platform for the driver’s seat, thereby 
lowering it by 5 cm. 
 
Leaf Springs: The weeping original springs were replaced with a new set that was 
manufactured by a firm in Grand Junction, Colorado, USA, using 1934 Hudson-Essex-
Terraplane Club, Inc. blueprints. 
 
Brake & Accelerator: The close proximity of the two pedals often resulted in them being 
depressed simultaneously. In an effort to avoid this occurrence, the accelerator was moved 
distally by 3.81cm.  
 
Instruments:  
The non-functioning capillary system in the 
original water temperature gauge was 
replaced by a new unit that was obtained 
from vintagecarparts.co.uk.  
The clock works properly, but after 90 years 
deserves the attention of a Clockmaker. 
 
Although this restoration project took many 
years longer than anticipated, the Railton is 
now ready for touring on roads that are less 
travelled by those racing along crowded 
thoroughfares.  
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Bill Lentz’s car appears in the Club register as a Fairmile I with body number 387 which is 
earlier than any listed in John Dyson’s book on Coachcraft; we do not know its original 
registration number. It has some unusual features most notable of which is the absence of the 
“speed flash” down the side. 
 
The Fairmile I when announced had a thin 
chrome side beading, but the majority of 
Fairmile Is have the scimitar speed flash 
down the side as shown on the right. The 
speed flash consists of a chromed thick 
brass flash bolted onto a slightly larger, 
similarly shaped moulding in the door and 
rear panel as seen on the second image of 
the bare metal base.  
 
On the Fairmile II the speed flash had gone, 
being replaced by mouldings on the door 
top and rear quarter panel.  
 
Bill’s car is in our register as chassis 545203 
which, if this is correct, makes it quite an 
early vehicle and so it is possible that it is 
not a Fairmile but rather the “standard” 
drophead coupé that preceded the Fairmile 
which were constructed by Motor Bodies 
(Berkeley), a design then taken over by 
Coachcraft. The bottom picture shows a 
Berkeley drophead coupé on the left with a 
Coachcraft version on the right.  
 
As the doors and body have no evidence of 
a chrome siding that would have been held 
in place by bolts or screws, perhaps it was 
constructed by Berkeley.  
 
However, John Dyson’s opinion is that Bill 
Lentz’s car has the much smoother tail 
which is a characteristic of the Fairmile than 
the rather 'humpy' Berkeley rear end, even if 
this was was softened somewhat in the 
Coachcraft version of the 'Standard' dhc.  
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HUDSON TERRAPLANE  EGJ 581 
 

Bonham’s on-line auctions (carsonline.bonhams.com) have a base at Milton Park trading estate which is 
a few miles from where I live. I had cause to visit them in early May and was very surprised to see a Hudson 
Terraplane standing in the forecourt when I drove in. At the time of writing this was listed by Bonham’s in the 
“coming soon” category, but I was told that it was estimated at between £15k – £20k. I can never 
understand the concept of ownership by a well known individual increasing a vehicle’s value, so I will be very 
interested to see if it reaches its reserve in the current depressed market.  

Needless to say I took a few pictures but have, with permission, taken those shown here from the sale 
particulars. EGJ 581 was the subject of an article in the R.O.C. Bulletin January/February 2006 by 
Codford local historian Rosemary Wyeth which is reproduced here together with a bit more information on its 
appearance in a painting by Rex Whistler, tracked down from clues on the Bonhams website. – Ed. 
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THE SEARCH FOR REX WHISTLER’S CAR  
ROSEMARY WYETH  

 
When the 2nd Battalion (Armoured) Welsh Guards moved to Codford on 17th September 
1941, among their ranks was the artist, illustrator and graphic designer Rex Whistler [1905-
1944]. Despite being aged 35 at the outbreak of war Rex was determined to join a Guards 
Regiment, he was commissioned in the spring of 1940, joined his unit on 2nd June and after 
training at Colchester was attached to the 2nd Battalion. 

Rex Whistler was one of the most outstandingly gifted artists of his generation, dubbed by 
his Commanding Officer as “one of the most delightful men the Welsh Guards has ever 
carried on its roll.” Rex’s prolific paintings, cartoons and sketches from the Codford period 
display his versatility, including copies of Old Masters and the Colonel Blimp series on 
wooden hut walls, brilliantly satirical observations of life in the military, Christmas cards, 
regimental emblems, reversible drawings, likenesses and mundane notices. 

Rex’s parents were living at this time at the Walton Canonry in Salisbury Cathedral Close; 
he had numerous friends in the West Country including the Thynnes at Longleat House and 
the war poet Siegfried and Hester Sassoon in Heytesbury House. [Hester Sassoon (née Gatty). 
(1906-1973), wife of Siegfried Sassoon.] During his period in Codford he drove a 1937 black 
Hudson Terraplane registration number EGJ 581, with tan leather upholstery and a grey hood, 
he had shipped the parts from America and the car was coach-built to his specifications in 
England. During WWII this unique car became almost better known than its owner, with its 
open top it was invaluable for transportation and half the Battalion used it at one time or 
another. 

In 1934 when the American Hudson car company found that sales were flagging, they 
decided to market a “new brand” by manufacturing the Hudson Terraplane as the car that 
“flew over the ground” in England. Rex ordered his very expensive custom made car early in 
1937 – parts were assembled in the Hudson factory in London. Salmon and Company of 
Newport Pagnell in Wales (sic), built the three-position drop Tickford body, Rex’s car was 
the only Hudson Terraplane ever built with this chassis. It took six or seven months 
before the car was delivered to its owner, in the middle or late part of 1937. 

Rex used the car a great deal; from delivery in 1937 until he went on active service in 1944 
he had driven 27000 miles – the engine was remarkably fuel tolerant but greedy, on a 
good day the Terraplane only travelled 16 miles to the gallon, it was however able to run on 
tractor or later tank fuel, with access to pool petrol it would have been ideal in the wartime 
conditions where petrol was rationed and, for the majority of people, unobtainable. 

When the Battalion left for Normandy of 29th July 1944 the Hudson Terraplane remained 
in the keeping of Hester Sassoon at Heytesbury House in Wiltshire, Rex left the car to 
Hester in his will and it remained with her when she moved to the Isle of Mull just after the 
war. Rex had been killed on the eastern bank of the Orne River on a hot summer day during 
the battle for Caen. He was a Squadron Commander advancing through minefields when his 
tank tracks became entangled in fallen telegraph wires. Having evacuated the tank crew they 

(continued on p. 22) 
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Rex Whistler, ‘The Daye House, Wilton Park from near the entrance gates.  
Signed and dated 21 June 1942;  Oil on canvas 

 
It shows Edith Olivier looking towards the artist whose American car is parked in the shade. 
When Rex Whistler’s battalion left Wiltshire he left two car-loads of  his possessions at the 
Daye House and gave Edith his petrol coupons –  Salisbury Museum catalogue. 
 
Edith Olivier appears as a slim poised figure in pale pink holding a cane, standing outside her 
home at the Daye House, Wilton, in 1942. The Daye House was originally known as the old 
dairy cottage on the Wilton estate. The scene was painted by Rex Whistler, a young artist 
whom Edith had befriended in 1925.  Their meeting sparked a new chapter in a life already 
full of  incident, and The Daye House became a haven for a certain circle of  Bright Young 
Things – including Cecil Beaton, Stephen Tennant, Siegfried Sassoon, William Walton and 
Osbert Sitwell. Anna Thomasson, in the title of  her book, calls it ‘A Curious Friendship’; 
curious it might have seemed but it was also transformative for both of  them. This image 
now belongs to the Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum which holds several other works 
by Whistler – one depicting Edith reclining on a day bed in her garden, another showing her 
perched on the parapet of  a bridge near the entrance gates. Long shadows fall across an 
idyllic English lawn punctuated with beds of  nasturtiums; roses climb the warm stone facade. 
Edith appears completely at ease, an unselfconscious sitter, now in her sixties, who must have 
been a source of  calm encouragement to the precocious young artist. 
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came under small arms fire, Rex ran the gauntlet to his sergeant’s tank to initiate radio 
communication for assistance; as he dismounted the vehicle he was killed by a mortar blast. 

When Hester inherited the car in 1944 it would have 
been a financial liability, there was no petrol so in civilian 
life it was impossible to take on the road. The Hudson 
Terraplane was a very fast car, after the war Hester 
found it intimidating to drive; however she took great 
care of it, the vehicle was put on blocks and professionally 
serviced, remaining in Scotland until her death in 1974. 

The car was inherited by her son George, who had the car 
made roadworthy locally and drove it back to Wiltshire. 
George found the drive alarming despite being an 
experienced driver, the car could easily reach 100 miles an 
hour and the brakes were weak, coming on one wheel at a 
time causing swerves which had to be anticipated. 

The car was now housed in a garage or outhouse in 
Heytesbury until it arrived at the Codford Motor 
Bodyworks in the late 1970s. Phil West and Charles 
Sinclair Sweeney had opened the Bodyworks in New Road 
on the site of a WWII Motor Transport Section around 
1968. Mike Prince worked as a mechanic until he was made 
a Director; later in the early-mid 70s Mike Prince and 
Mick Godfrey bought the business, at this time employing a dozen men. 

Mike Prince clearly remembers collecting the Hudson Terraplane from a stable at Heytesbury 
House – by now it was in an extremely dilapidated state, rats had eaten away the leather 
upholstery and the exterior was in very poor condition. This was a standby job, done for a 
split in the profits on the sale, it took three years to renovate and restore the vehicle. While it 
was being worked on Rex’s brother Lawrence Whistler, an artist in his chosen field of glass 
engraving, came to Codford to see the car and was taken for a spin through the Wylye 
Valley. Another visitor was a veteran of the Welsh Guards, a Sgt. Major from the Museum 
who desperately wanted the car for the Regimental Museum but was unable to afford the 
asking price. 

A friend of George Sassoon’s, known locally as ‘German Willy’, collected the car on a trailer, 
supposedly to be taken for auction to Sotheby’s. However it appears that while Sotheby’s was 
interested in the car, not because of its classic status, but because of its famous owner, there is 
no record it was ever entered for sale and there is the suggestion it may have been withdrawn 
because of contested ownership. For the next eight years the car seems to have been in the 
keeping of a family friend of the Sassoons – during this period no mileage was added to the 
clock. 

The story now takes a mysterious turn, for some unspecified reason the Hudson Terraplane 
was sold to the Sassoon family jeweller who owned the car for nine years and drove a total of 
900 miles during this period. The D.V.L.A. have no record of the car being registered prior 

The National Portrait Gallery holds 
44 images of Hester Sassoon. This 

late 1930s portrait is by an unknown 
photographer. 
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to 1984 – it was licensed (but possibly not insured) between 1984 &1988. 

The story of Rex’s car came to my attention while I was researching the Welsh Guards in 
Codford. In the Regimental newsletter of September 2002, 2734610 Cyril Williams of Port 
Talbot said that while he was in the Welsh Guards, during 1942, he was stationed in Codford, 
3 miles from Heytesbury. After he was demobbed, he and his family used to return to 
Heytesbury for weekends and stay in the Red Lion; it was the landlord who told him the 
story of the car. During the time the Hudson Terraplane was in the Codford Bodyworks my 
husband John, who was the local police officer at the time, often helped out at the Bodyworks 
on rest days and so worked on the car. I was intrigued and determined to discover the history 
of the car and the present location. 

I was fortunate in being able to contact 
the present owner of the Hudson 
Terraplane, Mike Taylor who lives in 
East Sussex. I wrote to the D.V.L.A. 
and was able to establish  that the car 
was still registered but had no idea where 
it was, a second letter asking for my 
request for information to be 
forwarded to the registered keeper 
filled in many of the gaps. Mike Taylor 
bought Rex’s car from the jeweller, it 
had been in the garage for three years 
and lack of use had all but destroyed 

everything mechanical, he drove the car 
home and recalls it was a horrible car to 
drive, the best and the worst ride of his 
life. The worst because of the condition 
of the engine, the best because the car is 
unique and the quality design superb. 
The total mileage is just 30,000, since 
Rex Whistler died the car has only 
travelled 3,000 miles; for the last three 
years it has been in the process of being 
painstakingly restored- at present it is in 
thousands of pieces and the complete 
restoration is likely to take at least three 
more years. 

It is comforting to know that the Hudson Terraplane has at last found an enthusiast to 
cherish it, not for its connection with Rex Whistler but for its own sake. To a historian 
though, the excitement of detection, following the trail from Rex Whistler through the 
Sassoon connection to Mike Taylor has proved a fascinating journey of discovery. All 
because of an obscure question on a Guard’s website that posed the question “What happened 
next?” 
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PHOTO DISCOVERIES 
 

A Couple Of Pictures With An Invicta Touch? 
 
This charming study 
appeared in The Autocar, 
January 28th 1938 and 
shows the Porlock Hill 
(old) Toll Road, little 
better than a track.     But 
what is the car?     At first 
glance a Railton-esque 
radiator, but no stone 
guard and a different 
bottom edge.      
 
CLH 367 carries a 
London County Council 
registration number 
dating from Dec ’36 to 
Jan. ’37, so probably 
effective from 1st January.       
 
Can it be an Invicta, but if so which model?   The company was to all intents and purposes 
no longer producing cars, though a couple of 4½-litre models were allegedly assembled and I 
think the 1½ was occasionally available.  So any ideas? 
 
 
 

 
 
A very stylish Invicta 
‘Black Prince’ drophead 
coupé.    The coachwork 
is usually attributed to 
Airflow Streamlines, 
perhaps there is a family 
likeness to AMF 1, the 
ultimate Railton.     
 
Any other suggestions? 
 
John Dyson 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
From Iain McKenzie 
The Ranalah Sportsman’s Coupé model Railton was mentioned in the last Bulletin on page 6. 
I believe I can shed a bit of light on this subject.  
 
It was the early days of the collectable diecast miniature cars market. Meccano Ltd, who made 
Dinky Toys, had closed down by 1980; Matchbox Models of Yesteryear were going strong 
and a new rival of Lledo had entered the market, though mass production of such things in 
the Far East was in its infancy. Hence a niche collectors’ market existed for low volume 
detailed 'white metal' models and kits. One such manufacturer was Mikansue, founded by 
Mike and Sue Anderson in 1973, and they developed and expanded their range until 1989. 

 
The Railton they chose 
to produce, the 
Ranalah Sportsman's 
Coupé, was only 
available in kit form, in 
the usual 1.43 scale. As 
the McKenzie 
household was very 
Railton orientated in 

those days, it was felt that we should offer 
these to members in built-up form as not 
everyone would have the enthusiasm to 
build a kit.  
 
I seem to recall we had a few small batches 
of them and myself, at 14 years old, was 
heavily involved in painting and assembling 
of these models. I'd guess that we did maybe 
15 or 20 in total, quite a few being posted 
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off to American members. One or two kits arrived with missing pieces (it was very much a 
hand produced cottage industry product) – and I think we may still have a 'donor car' around, 
if not a complete one. The models, being of a low melting point, high lead content metal, 
were surprisingly heavy and the separate plated details quite fragile. The main thing that let it 
down was the proportions of the radiator that looked a little too wide, but in those days it 
was just amazing that someone had actually modelled a Railton.  
 
I expect some are still in pride of place on a shelf gathering dust! 

From Antony Bowie (sent to 
Toby Sharp) 
I was in contact with the Club 
back in 1989 about my late 
father’s 1938 Series II Stratton 
saloon registered EYW 276. At 
the time I believe I provided 
copies of a couple of pictures I 
had of the car when he owned it 
in the late 1950s, though I have 
no record of what I sent. I came 
across some more pictures and 
in case I did not provide them 
earlier then you may be 
interested to see, and perhaps 
include in your archives. (I feature in a couple of the pictures in a younger form! )  
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Also I do not know if images of this 
nature would be something you 
might like to include in your 
magazine, hence copying to the 
Editor as well, if so I would be 
interested to see a copy of the 
published magazine in due course if 
that is possible. 
 
I know that the car does not exist in 
the original state, being converted 
to a 'special' and in 1989 I was 
informed that the Club records 
showed that it had gone to Norway 
but the owner then was not a Club 
member. 
 
 
[ The car was turned into a special by Pete 
Wharmby and was, indeed, last heard of in Norway when owned by Kjell Solhaug – Ed.] 

From Peter Adamson 
Classic Car Weekly had this article on the upcoming V.S.C.C. Dorset Tour illustrated with a 
picture of a Railton with the caption “Cars like this are perfect for enjoying Dorset’s 
delights.”  
 

This was none other than the Editorial Ranalah Saloon Z 6201, photographed by Tony Large 
during the 2023 Southern Rally which was based in the New Forest. 
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From Tony Flewellen 
Following up on the article in the March/April bulletin, I have attached a couple of photos 
taken in 2004 when we visited New Zealand. Chris Railton was able to retain the number plate 
as you can see on the first photo.  

 
The second photo (below) 
was taken outside Alastair 
Jones’ house on the same 
holiday. Teresa and I were 
given a ride in the car on a 
rally organised by the Taupo 
Vintage Car Club. Chris sold 
the car when he became 
seriously ill; fortunately, he 
made a full recovery.  
 
 
 

On our last visit to New 
Zealand, Chris took us to the 
new owner’s home to have a 
look at CDG 869. I think that 
Chris regretted selling it, but 
felt that he needed to at the 
time. I have no idea where the 
car is now, perhaps New 
Zealand members can follow 
up on this. 

From Robin Butler 
Taken at the V.S.C.C. Silverstone meeting on 
20th April. 
 
Graeme Whiting’s Railton in the paddock garage. 
 
[Graeme entered MG 4233 in two races, nos. 1& 8, at 
the meeting but did not trouble the engravers.] 
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From Allan Lloyd 
The attached is an advert that was reproduced 
in this month's Vauxhall Owners Club 
newsletter, and as it is a Vauxhall works ad. it 
does not mention the coachbuilder. The clue is 
that it was by the same firm as the two Alpine 
Trial tourers of 1934. The Railton advert 
praising Richardson and Davids' achievement 
not surprisingly does not reveal the identity, 
either. I know I should know, but I don't, so 
please enlighten me. Was it R.E.A.L., Charles/
Ranalah or another I haven't thought of? 
 
[The Club database reveals that the Alpine Trial 
Railtons were bodied by Berkeley, the trading name of 
Motor Bodies Co. of Holloway. It is surely odd that an 
advert for Vauxhall should reference another marque: 
“The construction embodies the experience gained 
in building a large number of similar bodies on the 
Railton Terraplane, including the two which 

competed so successfully in the 1934 Alpine Trial.”] 

 
From James Fack (by phone) 
The Wolverhampton Express & Star covered 
the retirement of Club member Anthony 
Fenwick-Wilson from motor racing in an 
extensive article in its 3rd May edition. 
 
Anthony took over  BYW 574 from John 
Fack some nine years ago and subsequently 
has had a successful time in V.S.C.C. racing 
but has now had to stop on medical advice. 
 
[Anthony named his car Rosita for personal 
reasons; he has in the past threatened to tell the 
Bulletin of his “Life with Rosita” which would be 
an interesting read – Ed.] 
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BOOKS FOR SALE 
 

The following are offered to readers at bargain prices. Please note they have no dust jackets 
and thus are of little interest to “Collectors”, to whom such accessories are all important. 
Contact:  John Dyson  dyson.john@btinternet.com; tel: 01460 281983 
 
Davis, S.C.H.  Motor Racing, 1st ed., Iliffe, 1932. 
   Good condition, half binding in brown and cream.   £20. 
Graham-White, M. At The Wheel Ashore and Afloat, Foulis, undated mid 1930s. 
   Weak spine, but otherwise in fair order.    £5.  
Chula Charkrabongse Brought Up in England, 1st  (wartime) ed., Foulis, 1943. 
   Faded spine, otherwise okay.      £5. 
Chula Charkrabongse Dick Seaman Racing Motorist, 1st  ed., Foulis, 1946. 
   Good.                    £5. 
May, C.A.N.  Shelsley Walsh, 1st ed., reprint, Foulis, 1946. 
   Remains of dust jacket, good condition.                            £10. 
May, C.A.N.  Wheelspin, 1st  ed., Foulis, 1945.     } All three 
May, C.A.N.  More Wheelspin, Foulis, 1948.        } in good condition  £5. 
May, C.A.N.  Wheelspin Abroad, Foulis, 1949.   } for a fiver. 
Nixon, St. John, C. The Invention of the Automobile, 1st ed., Country Life, 1936.     
   Faded Spine,                                                        £5. 
Campbell, M. & Day, J.W., 
   The Life of Sir Henry Segrave, 5th Imp., (early 1930s).                   £5. 
Lyndon, Barré  Grand Prix, 1st  ed., Miles, 1935.     
   Decent condition.                  £10. 
Eyston, G.E.T. & Lyndon. B., 
   Motor Racing and Record Breaking, 1st  ed., Batsford, 1935.    
   Decent condition.                    £10. 
Eyston, G.E.T. & Bradley, W.F. 
   Speed on Salt, 1st ed., Batsford, 1936.     
   Spine faded but otherwise good.          £10. 
Karslake, Kent, Racing Voiturettes,  1st  ed., MRP, 1950.  
   Faded spine, but otherwise good.                       £10. 
Boddy, W.  Montlhéry,   1st  ed., Cassell (MBC), 1961.    
   Good condition.               £5. 

 
The Autocar, Vols 72 and 73, Jan/Jun 1934 and Jul/Dec 1934, in publisher’s binding, dark 
green, lettered gold.     Without advertisements (naturally).    Spines a little slack, due to 
weight and and much reading, but otherwise good.                      £150. 
 
Veteran and Vintage Magazine, a complete run from June, 1956 to August, 1979, hard bound in 
23 vols, in blue buckram with gold lettering on spine. Includes letter from Edward Montagu, 
inviting the support of previous subscribers to Vintage & Thoroughbred Car and two matching 
vols of the subsequent short-lived Collector’s Car.             £50.   
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TECHNICAL TIPS 
 
Starter Motor Bendix drive repair 
I had the misfortune to have the  Bendix drive fail on the 
Ranalah saloon recently. Not an immediate issue as there 
was a spare starter on the shelf but something that had to 
be seen to. The whole assembly is held together with an 
internal snap ring. This had come adrift and, although the 
escaped ring was lying in the clutch housing, it was thinner 
and shorter than it should have been and so in need of 
replacement. Old and new rings are shown side by side in 
figure 1 
 
The Bendix assembly is held on to the starter drive shaft by one of the reaction spring bolts 
and is located by a woodruff key. To dismantle everything the spring bolts are first removed 
and then the assembly pushed down the shaft to reveal the woodruff key, allowing it to be 
removed. If not familiar with the unit this may seem counter-intuitive, but it is not possible to 
withdraw the unit off the shaft without first removing the woodruff key. 

The components are shown in exploded form in figure 2. Although the inner shaft is in two 
parts, they are not separable as they are screwed together and then the end staked to prevent 
them being unscrewed. The outer part, with its internal springs, is connected to the inner part 
by the four lugs which are held in place by the offending snap ring. 
 
Surprisingly, this internal snap ring is readily available, being a metric size to suit a 37mm 
shaft (see overleaf). I bought part no. SB 37 from Simply Bearings - £3.86 for a pack of two. I 
checked the groove dimensions and it fitted perfectly but I found that the slots for the lugs 
were not deep enough to enable the full engagement of the ring into the groove. This may 
have been the root cause of the problem but was rectified by deepening them with a file.  

Figure 2 

Figure 1 
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Reassembly was straightforward with the unit being 
pushed down the shaft to reveal the woodruff key 
groove, (see fig. 3) permitting the key to be replaced.  

 
The ears of 
the tab-
washers on 
the 
reaction 
spring  
bolts were, inevitably, missing their tabs so Nord-
Lock type wedge-locking washers were used instead. 
I find these to be an ideal solution for this sort of 
problem.  
 

Neil Thorp 

Figure 3 

 

Job Done! 
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MARKET PLACE 

For Sale 
1934 RAILTON Ranalah Sports Saloon. 
BPU 679 (Original U.K. Reg.) has been in my possession for over 25 years. During that time 

a full body-off restoration has been undertaken. Photographic / invoice records covering 

body and mechanical work carried out are available. Since completion of restoration, this car 

has only been used as a “show” car and has covered less than 500 miles. Advancing years and 

a possible house move force the sale. I would like this car to be purchased by a Club member 

for a reasonable negotiated price.   

If interested, please call, Don Tarleton on 00353868535146 for full details. 
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For Sale  
This beautiful 1936 Hudson Terraplane Roadster with dickey seat. A genuine Right Hand 
Drive, English spec car, registered here when new.  
 
I bought this car in an on
-line auction 16 months 
ago from a family in the 
Port Solent area whose 
father had owned her for 
many years, although 
there is little known of 
her history before his 
ownership. 
 
I have great plans for 
her, and consequently do 
not really want to sell 
her, but a once in a life 
time opportunity has 
arisen, and right now it 
makes more financial 
sense to let her go, thus 
her advertisement here. 

 
I am not out to make 
a profit; £30k is what 
I paid, £30k I will take 
for her as she is. 

 
Serious enquires only 
please to Andy 
Saunders 07725 
524321. 
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CLUB SHOP – AVAILABILITY AND PRICES 

 

 Price U.K. Postage ROW Postage 

R.O.C. Car Badge £35.00 £1.32 £1.65 

R.O.C. Tie £10.00 £1.25 £1.43 

Embroidered badge (approx. 3 inch wide) £5.00 £0.70 £0.90 

History of the Railton £3.00 £0.70 £0.90 

Land Flying – The Terraplane by James Fack £8.00 £1.25 £1.65 

The Lost Coachbuilder – Atcherley by James Fack £9.00 £1.25 £1.65 

Railton & Brough Superior Gold Portfolio  £17.50 £3.50 £7.00 
(Brooklands Books) 

 

 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Contact the Secretary, Max Hunt.  Telephone: 01299 401135.  
E-mail:  secretary@railton.org 
 
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE: Cheques (sterling only) for the total including postage should be made 
payable to to “Railton Owners Club” and post with your order to: Max Hunt, Secretary, Abberley 
Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EJ. 
 
VIA THE WEBSITE:  Go to www.railton.org and then click on Club Shop. (You do not need to log in 
to the Member-Only pages to purchase items).  Scroll down and click on the Add to Cart button by the 
item(s) of your choice.  Checkout using PayPal. 
 
PAYMENT DIRECTLY FROM YOUR PAYPAL ACCOUNT: Registered users of PayPal can use 
the “Send Money” facility but you must send the money to treasurer@railton.org in sterling. Please 
add the following amounts to the total cost of your order including postage to cover PayPal fees.  Total 
up to £10 (add £0.50); up to £14 (add £0.75); up to £19 (add £1.00); up to £24 (add £1.25).  You can 
either list your order in the “message” area in PayPal or e-mail separately to Max Hunt. 
 
PAYMENT BY BACS: E-mail your order to Max Hunt and make a sterling BACS payment directly 
into the R.O.C. bank account. Quote reference of your surname/membership number so that we 
can identify the payment.  
HSBC Bank Sort Code: 40-17-04  Account Number: 91009877 
IBAN: GB52HBUK40170491009877   BIC:  HBUKGB4153R  

mailto:secretary@railton.org
http://www.railton.org



