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EDITORIAL

In the last Bulletin the ex-Whistler Terraplane was featured. I reported that when I saw it in
the Bonhams forecourt I thought that it looked rather tired whereas it looked very fine on
their website. In the event the bidders agreed with my view and it failed to sell with the
maximum bid being £12,500. Happily it has since found a new owner who has joined the
Club.

Several Club members helped to provide the entertainment at the Bicester Heritage Family
Day hosted by Chubb Insurance. To introduce them to the joys of old cars, I pressed the
Ranalah saloon into service to take youngsters around the short track on the air field circuit.

I entered the Spikins Hudson for the Shelsley Walsh vintage meeting on 30t June and had a
very enjoyable day there. The car was trouble-free, even though I drove it to and from the
event. Competition in my class was too strong for me to trouble the engravers but, on my
final run of the day, I had the dubious distinction of catching up with the car in front just
after I crossed the finish line. For safety, I perhaps should have been red flagged but
examination of my times showed that I had not backed off, so I decided not to say anything.
The problem arose because the Edwardian cars decided to go to the start line en bloc before

the paddock marshal called them; they were then called to the start line mixed in with the
faster cars of my class 6. I guess that the start line marshal assumed that class 6 was late
turning up rather than the converse. It gave the commentators, one of whom was our
secretary Max Hunt, something to talk about!

Our National Meeting will be over by the time you read this, but too late to be reported in
this issue.

Neil Thorp

CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SEPT /OCT BULLETIN IS THE 8TH SEPT.




SECRETARY’S NOTES

With just over a week to go as I write before this year’s National Meeting, eyes are focused on
the 10-day weather forecast. After last year’s steady rainfall for the whole of our day at
Shelsley Walsh we are surely deserving of something better as we get ready for Gaydon on
July 20%. No doubt a full report will appear in the next issue. Meanwhile I can report that
June was book-ended by two notable events with R.O.C. participation.

Summer came briefly to the Midlands on June 2°d. This was the date of the V.S.C.C.
Worcestershire Tour. The R.O.C. was well represented by Neil Thorp with Z and my own
1935 saloon running as numbers 27 and 26 respectively. On a glorious sunny Sunday we were
treated to a seventy-mile route around quintessential Worcestershire countryside. Historically
this was the area of the medieval Feckenham Royal Forest with hunting rights reserved to the
crown. Today it is characterised by quaintly-named picture-postcard villages with black-and-
white cottages clustered around the church and a village green. Word had obviously got out
about the event as numbers of locals had gathered to wave at the funny old cars as they
passed through. Some excitement was provided by negotiation of what the O.S. map
ominously labelled “Ocean Ford”. Yours truly was alarmingly reminded of the effect of a
thorough dowsing on drum brakes when carved up by a “modern” just a few hundred yards
further on — one forgets! Returning in late afternoon to our start point in Flyford Flavel —
just one of those quaint names — all were agreed it had been a splendid day out.

The last day of June saw the traditional Vintage meeting staged by the Midland Automobile
Club at Shelsley Walsh. In a field ranging from the usual clutch of Austin Sevens to huge
Edwardian racing cars with eye-watering cylinder dimensions, R.O.C. honours were again
upheld by Neil Thorp with the Spikins Hudson. From my own vantage point as start-line
commentator in the historic “Vox Villa” commentary box, the Hudson looked and sounded
to be on excellent form eighty-eight years after its first appearance on the famous hill. It was
in Vox Villa that Murray Walker made his commentating debut back in 1948 and, sitting
there, one cannot help but be conscious of predecessors who have witnessed legendary
drivers like Raymond Mays and Basil Davenport snaking off the line in a haze of tyre smoke.
Sadly there was no ERA on June 30t but Davenport’s Spider was back, to the delight of the
crowds. Altogether a good day with no rain and no misfortunes, other than a dramatic engine
fire in a 4.3 Alvis at “top S” which was quickly dealt with by the ever-alert Shelsley marshals.

July has seen no real return of summer to cheer us all up, but the secretarial postbag was
brightened the other day by a membership application from the new owner of the Whistler
Terraplane D.H.C. featured in the last issue. Ray Smith (see New Members) described to me
an eventful drive from Bonhams auction to the cat’s new home in SE 15. After a bit of
recommissioning he hopes to bring the Terraplane to Gaydon on July 20t. Another new
member aiming to join us is Frank Jolley from Worcester who has taken on the ex-Pat
McDonald police Railton GXC 857. This was the car specially constructed for the
Metropolitan Police Commissioner in 1943 with unique features to accommodate its radio
equipment. We look forward to seeing both of these interesting cars in the Club line-up at
Gaydon.
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~ Railtons at rest during the lunch break of the Worcestershire tour. .

My own preparations for the National have been focused on FPH, the 1937 Coachcraft
Cobham featured in the January Bulletin. Having listened on more than one occasion to the
editor’s strictures on the subject of elderly motor tyres, I had realised some time ago that the
6.70/16 Dunlops gracing the old car must have been at least thirty yeats old and date from
her time as family transport for the Barker family. Starting to research the market for
replacements, I was quickly astounded at the prices being quoted for the better-known
brands. Taking account of the cost of new inner tubes and local fitting it seemed that I was
facing a bill of nearly £1200! Then I spotted the advert regularly placed in The Automobile by
North Hants Tyres of Aldershot. A quick phone call produced a quote of just £76 (plus vat)
for 185/80/16 radials branded “Dimax Classic” and made, pethaps inevitably, in China. Now
FPH is not a competition car and is seldom likely to exceed 65 mph, so I reasoned that a
saving of over £700 was worth going for. North Hants Tyres proved most helpful and
efficient in getting tyres and tubes to me. The Dimaxes look much the same as any other new
tyre and carry a 2023 manufacturing date. The tyres are now fitted, to the considerable benefit
of ride quality. How they will fare over time remains to be seen of course, but I will report on
experience. They can be inspected at the National meeting!

Finally, and looking further ahead to November, I can report that the Club is now fully signed
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up to this year’s Classic Car show at the N.E.C. On the basis of support pledged from
members, we will again be in the prestigious hall 1 where we are allocated Stand 1:825.
Details, including access to concessionary tickets, will be found on the Calendar page. We
hope to see many of you there.

So, to my my archive piece this time, which takes us back 90 years to the Autocar of August
13t 1934. In a road test of the “Railton-Terraplane Open Tourer” the magazine told its
readers that:-

“In a way the car greatly resembles the steam car as far as control is concerned, and, like
the steam car, hills are climbed without attempting to change gear; hills, that is, that the
ordinary man would meet on the ordinary road, not, of course, the boulder-strewn
gradients of the enthusiast.”

I imagine few of us in 2024, enthusiasts or otherwise, can claim experience of a steam car, but
perhaps there might be contemporary comparison with an “E.V.” — Discuss?

Max Hunt

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL NOTICE

A reminder that Club membership subscriptions become due on 15t September. Rates remain
unchanged even though the post office is continually increasing its prices. Please try to pay
promptly, preferably using a bank standing order as a lot of effort has to be put into chasing
those who have forgotten to renew. If, for any reason, you do not wish to continue as a
member it would helpful if you would advise the Secretary accordingly.

You can also pay via the Club website, just click on the Membership tab.

CALENDAR 2024

Friday 8% - Sunday 10t» November Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show
The Club now has a stand at the show thanks to additional volunteers stepping forward and
once more we are in the prestigious hall 1, on stand 1-825. Details of the reduced price ticket
deal are shown on the back cover of this Bulletin. Please use the Club code when purchasing
tickets as it increases our credibility with the organisers!

We look forward to seeing you at the N.E.C. and welcoming you to the stand. As usual, three

cars will be on the stand; currently we are planning on displaying a 1934 Ranalah saloon, a
1935 Brough Superior and a rare 1935 Terraplane 8 Coupé.



MEMBERSHIP NEWS

New Members
Four new members to welcome this time:-

1270

1271

1272

1273

Claes Thede Jonebergsvagen 3c, S-27234, Simrishamn, Sweden.
Claes joins as an Overseas Associate Member. He professes a general interest in the
Railton marque and is assisting in the restoration of a 1935 Carbodies saloon.

Peter Bender 182 Tinderbox Road, Tinderbox, Tasmania, 7054, Australia.

Peter has acquired the ex-Peter Ginman Brough Superior now relocated from Finland.
He confesses that his main area of interest is the world of motorcycles. His collection
of over 50 bikes includes 15 Broughs!

Ray Smith 33 Marsden Road, London, SE15 4EE.

Ray is the new owner of the Terraplane D.H.C. EGJ 581 featured in the May/June
Bulletin. This is the car once owned by the artist Rex Whistler and recently sold by
Bonhams.

Philip Crossley 4 Southampton Street, Swindon, Wilts. SN1 2JS.

Philip owned a Railton saloon in the distant past, but has recently acquired a 1942
Hudson Commodore. This car was apparently one of the very last to leave the factory
before the Hudson Company switched to war production.

MORETONHAMPSTEAD MOTOR MUSEUM IS FOR SALE
Those who visited this museum during the National Meeting based at Ilsington, will
remember that one of the exhibits is the 1946 Whittingham & Mitchel-bodied Railton MMG
91 (now 308 UXP).

Club member Frank Loft, who is the founder of the museum, says:

1t is with some regret that I have taken the decision to retire from my "retirement project”. This has been a
difficult and emotive decision to matke, however I am looking forward to my second "retirement”. I hope that
some one with a similar level of passion and drive will take this project on and continue to develop and curate
the collection well into the future. I would like to

take this opportunity to thank all those who have " u&f

contributed to the success of the project along the
way and to all who have enjoyed visiting.

Frank hopes to sell the Museum, housed in
an old art deco bus garage, as a going
concern but said it was unlikely he would
find anyone "mad enough to take it on".
Otherwise the collection, including the
Railton, is set to go under the hammer.
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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

This is the time of year when we all hope we can get out on the road in our cars and enjoy the
excitement of classic car motoring. In early July, as I sit here writing this, a mini-monsoon
that hit Maidenhead yesterday afternoon is continuing. I wonder if our new government, so
committed to change, can get to work on the weather?

That said we have had a few days conducive
to motoring. In late May 1 attended the
Denham Village fair along with some other
classic cars but not in MMT — parking at the
event was on the main thoroughfare through
the village, with cars parking diagonally out
from the steep bank bounding one side the
road. MMT was too long to do this without
blocking the road! My little Minor worked
well at the event and I parked next to a car I
had never seen before. I've seen plenty of
MGB GTs but did not know any were factory
built with the famous Buick-derived V-8
engine. My neighbouring car at the event
(above) was one of the 79 V-8 MGBs of this
type produced; note the absence of a power
bulge.

The Bicester Heritage Family day is
mentioned elsewhere. I went along with
my grandson Fred (R.O.C. member 1235)
shown here waiting to get on the track
with Z in the background.

I took him on a lap around the track in
MMT as fast as I could go. He was
somewhat dismayed as, whilst he has been
driven in MMT at motorway speeds, he
has never cornered at speeds above 40mph
which, he was thrown around in the
passenger seat (no seat belts) which he
found interesting.

1 was chauffeured round the track by Neil Thorp in Z and his car is not only faster on the
road but rolls a lot more than MMT which drifts with little roll, but MMT is a heavier car.
Fred also had a spin in the Small Electric Cars they had on offer for children aged over 12.
(Okay, so we lied about his age as he is only 11). The model Bugatti he drove is shown and he
also had a spin in a mini Ferrari. The event was great way to excite younger generations about
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classic cars. Fred was also excited to meet
an “influencer” there by the name of JWW.
This chap was unknown to me but he
apparently has thousands of followers of
his You Tube site. Much of social media is
a mystery to me but it did make me think,
what could we do to increase the
recognition of our marques if we asked for
help here? Just a thought.

Getting to Bicester is an easy drive up the
M40 for me, but this trip resulted in the

£20,000 worth of toy. The bars are to temperature of MMT rising above the 70°C
stop the car rolling as it is capable of I have got used to since Neil Thorp fitted a
ungoverned speeds of 60mph Pank Baffle to the car in 2017. On the way

home, climbing the hill on the M40 away
from Thame, the temperature reached 90°C but did cool off once over the brow. MMT was
notorious for overheating when I first acquired it and I was not looking forward to another
bout of sitting on the side of motorways every few miles waiting for it to cool off.

Before doing anything radical I decided to give the car another trial. In 2022 while on holiday
Mrs. ] and I met a lovely lady called Margaret. She was recently widowed and in conversation
she mentioned her late husband was something of a petrol-head and the conversation
inevitable lead to Railtons. She lived in the Cotswold village of Southrop and asked if I could,
one year, bring MMT there for their Summer féte as they included a classic car show every
time. I agreed and this year was the first year the dates worked out.

Southrop is just under 60 miles from our home. The route involves 5 to 6 miles to get to the
M40, 20 miles or so to the Oxford turn off, circumnavigation of Oxford to get on the A40,
about 15 miles to the exit at Burford and then south on the A361. MMT got to about 80°C
on the way into Oxford, cooled down on the A40 and made it to Southrop never getting
above 80°C.




Coming home, the ambient air temperature was higher and before I reached Oxford MMT
was running at 80°C. Then I hit traffic around Oxford and the gauge climbed to the daunting
90°C and stayed there. Once I got moving again the temperature came down a bit but on the
M40 up that same hill near Thame the car again got hot — just over 90°C.

Interestingly, though unlike previous episodes of high temperatures there was no sign of
boiling over now, so I kept driving, hoping to get home. Exiting the M40 at Junction 4, I get
home by descending from Wycombe to Maidenhead on the A404 long and straight, it is a fast
road. I tucked into nearside lane and coasted down the hill at over 50mph. The temperature
dropped to 65°C and stayed there for last few miles home.

I have concluded that MMT does not like motorway driving or traffic jams. A good flush out
at the end of this season seems in order, meanwhile I hope to see you all at the Annual
Meeting in a couple of weeks!

Mick Jarvis

FBHVC PRESS RELEASE

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) is calling on the new Secretary of
State for Transport — and the DVLA for which they will be responsible — to work with it to
achieve, a “pragmatic and constructive” historic vehicle registration regime.

The DVLA is responsible for vehicle registration and licensing on behalf of the Transport
Secretary, having taken over the responsibility from local authorities from 1973.

The FBHVC move follows its submission yesterday to the government’s ‘Call for
Evidence’ (CFE) into the DVLA. Unveiled by previous Transport Secretary Mark Harper, in
a visit to Bicester Heritage on 9 May, the CFE asks 46 questions about the present system and
responses had to be made by 4 July 2024.

The last three years have seen the FBHVC working hard to overcome a range of difficulties
being faced by historic vehicle owners with the DVLA concerning vehicle registration.
Extensive dialogue with the DfT and DVLA, has drawn attention to the current challenges
and inconsistencies surrounding the historic vehicle community’s interaction with their
policies.

Last year, the FBHVC was invited to take part in a formal Cabinet Office review into the
DVLA, which saw the Federation submit many pages of evidence covering the extensive
issues and problems, now addressed in the CFE.

Representing more than 250,000 historic vehicle enthusiasts, from its 500 affiliated clubs, 50
museums plus individual and trade supporters, the FBHVC says the CFE was “extremely
positive and very welcome”.
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However, its detailed examination found the CFE to be “less than entirely clear in providing
background information for all of the questions it poses.” And, the FBHVC was concerned
that respondents, “particularly those who may not deal with historic vehicle registration
matters and DVLA on a regular basis, may not fully appreciate the significance.”

To address this and to ensure that members’ views were correctly represented a simplified
survey based on the CFE was constructed and circulated by the FBHVC to all its clubs,
museums and supporters.

The survey proposed a FBHVC response to each question and requested indication of
agreement or otherwise, with a free-text box for comments. In total 4,485 responses to the
survey were received, with 81.2% agreeing in full with the FBHVC’s proposed responses. Of
the rest, the majority were concerned with three main subject areas (kit cars and conversions,
historic & classic vehicles and special treatments, vehicles converted to electric), with each
topic attracting responses from 254 to 287 people (7% of the total surveyed). All comments
were assessed by the FBHVC team and, where possible, were incorporated into the formal
FBHVC response to the CFE.

Responding to the Government’s call for ideas and suggestions to improve the system, the
FBHVC says it “would like to see, and is willing to work with the DVLA to achieve, a
pragmatic and constructive registration regime” that:

. Actively seeks to find ways in which a genuine but problematic historic vehicle can be
registered as such whilst seeking to exclude the non-genuine

. Is open to accepting judgement decisions rather than a systemised yes/no approach

. Is open to seeking and accepting advice from external sources

. Recognises that historic vehicles are by definition old and that components

unavoidably degrade over time with use, damage, corrosion etc

. Recognises that the supply of original parts is constantly diminishing and that as a
result the repair of parts and use of more recently manufactured parts is unavoidable
and does not necessarily diminish the historic status of the vehicle.

. Recognises that the motor industry has changed out of all recognition and that the
continuance of a manufacturer name does not necessarily refer to the same company.

Also calling for the DVLA to set up independent advisory groups, the FBHVC is clear about
the role clubs should play in the future. “Specialist clubs have considerable knowledge and
attempts should be made to utilise this” it says.

“FBHVC can and is prepared to provide a co-ordinating and guiding function. The current
V765 or Reconstructed Classic schemes could provide a procedural template for club

involvement.”

The R.O.C. is a member of FBHV'C and has contributed to the recent survey. The Club is always happy to
advise and assist with vebicle registration issues. First point of contact is the secretary, Max Hunt.
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AOC 710 RE-COMMISSIONING UPDATE

————

Apart from the recommissioning work and replacing woodworm-infested panels, I wanted to
smarten up the front of AOC.

The painted steel “expamet” stone guard had started to rust, and along with an angle iron
badge bar, detracted from the very smart paintwork.

After checking the mesh size with Neil’s car and the Brooklands Railton, 10mm x 2.2mm
polished stainless mesh was ordered from Robinson Wire Cloth Ltd. I have enough for two
grilles if anyone want to have a go themselves. I constructed a jig to hold the existing frame,
and then roughly cut the mesh to size, folded, trimmed and glued in place with Sikaflex.
Sounds quite easy, but neither the radiator surround or the mesh frame are symmetrical, so it
was quite a fiddle!

A number of years in a Carcoon had badly dried the leather interior. Replacing the

13
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New mesh and existing surround in jig.
Mesh trimmed with narrow cutting disc.
Mesh clamped in place for gluing.

woodworm-infested door cards involved sewing in new cloth material for door pockets as the
old ones had disintegrated. Luckily, I was given a very old Singer hand-operated sewing
machine that copes with up to 3 layers of leather. Fortunately the ‘learner’ stitching does not
show in situ as I had one major repair to do on the drivet’s seat back. The Baxters had a
partial interior restoration about 15 years ago, but unfortunately, new leather pleats had been
sewn onto old leather with no reinforcement. A small tear had led to a seam tearing the old
leather like a postage stamp perforation. I had advice from a skin surgeon friend about the
size of curved needles to use, and the technique of using forceps to hold the needle. I used
cloth material glued behind the old leather to sew into and also repair the splits across the
pleat. I found that very thin PTFE sheet slid behind the gluing prevented the wadding from
sticking to the covering. I could not think of a way of arranging a practice seam so had to
learn on the job. I used a ladder stitch, through the newer leather stitch holes and through the
folded cloth material as close to the perforation hole in the old leather as possible. The ladder
stitch then pulled tight, bringing the two sides back to their original position. The result is not
petfect, but much stronger and in keeping with the patina look of the interior.

Speedy Cables made me new front brake cables, brake linings seem in good condition so it
will be ‘interesting’ to experience cable brakes for the first time!

AOC 710 made in back on the road for the Godalming Classic Car Show on 7t July and I
now need to get some mileage in over the next week before driving to the National Meeting
on the 19 July.

Paul Tickner
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Seat back tear and cloth used for repair.

Repair backing being glued

On display at Godalming Classic show




CLASSICS SALON

The magic of the name Railton is in its
elegant power-with-silence formula. This in-
line eight banger is one of the world’s

smoothest-ever motor cars.

Words: ROB LUCK
Photography: RAY SAUNDERS

~ EIGHT IN A ROW

l WAS sitting,” said the Falcon driver, “just
on 85 mph, about 10 miles west of Ipswich on
that open straight stretch. You know the one?”

I said T remembered it,

“Suddenly this monstrous black phaeton, comes
snorting up behind me, flicks out and past and
is away and gone out of sight before I had fully
recovered.”

“However, I did get a glimpse of the driver.
He was sitting in a serene devil-may-go-to-blazes
attitude, straight arms like Moss and peering
behind a pair of sunglasses while his pointed red
beard curled in the slipstream.”

Railton Straight Eight.

36 SPORTS CAR WORLD, March, 1966



This article was sent to the Bulletin by Jim Scammell a number of years ago. 1t first appeared in Sports Car
World in March 1966 and was reprinted in the Railton & Brough Superior Gold Portfolio. As usual the
texct has been transcribed for easier reading. The car was last beard of with Bernie Wood of Queensland.—Ed.

“I was sitting,” said the Falcon driver, “just on 85 mph, about 10 miles west of Ipswich on
that open straight stretch. You know the one?”

I said I remembered it.

“Suddenly this monstrous black phaeton, comes snorting up behind me, flicks out and past
and is away and gone out of sight before I had fully recovered.”

“However, I did get a glimpse of the driver. He was sitting in a serene devil-may-go-to-blazes
attitude, straight arms like Moss and peering behind a pair of sunglasses while his pointed red
beard cutled in the slipstream.”

“Beside him sat the figure of an apparently delightful blonde.”

Tracking down the car
and driver from the
startled sedan ownet’s
description was actually
very simple. Everyone in
the right enthusiast’s
circles in Brisbane, it
seems, knows of Tom
Binns and his
immaculate 1934 Railton
Straight Eight. Binns is a
TV director with
Channel Nine in
Brisbane. He now lives
with his charming wife
and his mother at their
Moggil home, amid semi
-pastoral surroundings.

x - .v g
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Tom  Binns  openly
admits he has often seen
1000 mph on  the
speedometer of the Railton on the open road. He used to travel regularly between Brisbane
and Toowoomba and this has been partly responsible for this tally of 35,000 miles in the car
since he bought it. This very likely stands as some sort of local Vintage record. The car is
used every day for hacking to work and Tom notes he can easily ascend Brisbane’s Mt
Coottha without down-shifting from top at any point.

Spare wheel case is secured by inflating the tyre. Spare can also be carried inside.

The Autocar tested the 28.8 hp Railton (as is Binns’) with special ultra-lightweight body in
1935. This car was fitted with slightly streamlined aluminium and duralium body, higher
geared steering, beefed-up brakes, competition instrumentation, door-less sidepanels and
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exterior handbrake and aeroscreens. It tipped the scales at a little over 19 cwt and would
accelerate from 0 to 70 mph in 13.6 secs or 0 to 90 mph in under 30 secs. First gear maximum
was 54 mph and second gear ran to 73 mph. Top speed was tested in excess of the ton.

This particular car had 13 gallon fuel tank capacity (Binns’ car has 10 gallon) and fuel
consumption on test was 14-16 mpg. Ground clearance was 7 ins. Gear ratios were 3.6 (first),
5.8 (second) and 8.7 (third). Several cars went to success in many European rallies that year.

Binns’ car utilises the same mechanicals — identical 117 in. (the short) wheelbase and track of
56 in. (front and rear) 6.50 x 16 wheels, 4198 cc engine, though performance was down a little
due to the use of the heavier body which brought overall weight to 24 cwt. This should still
allow an actual top speed of around 95 mph according to English sources.

Binns is a vintage enthusiast of some considerable years’ standing. He has owned a great
variety of vintage and post-vintage machinery and his latest interest is a traction engine which
he has almost finished restoring. He drove the engine 10 miles in six hours through Brisbane
suburban roads during a shift of house.

Binns first saw the Railton in a Melbourne second hand car yard and instantly turned in his
Customline, arranging a clean swap! Binns has little actual restoration work to do as the car
was in acceptable condition when purchased. However, there was a fair amount of work to be
done on the engine and the overall finish received some considerable attention. The hood was

Profile shot shows the car's smooth flowing lines. Wheels are double-lace short spofe.




Instrumentation includes speedo, clock — no tacho. The factory said this was not a sports car!

replaced and the interior re-upholstered to the original style. Two hubcaps were located and
from these he was able to turn up caps for the remaining wheels. Additions included a spot-
light with handgrip and wind wings, all mounted to the windscreen. The car was completely
examined, tightened and worn bits replaced. We drove the car some distance and on no road
surface was there any evidence of squeaking or rattling from any part of the car. The
approach to Binns’ house is over a short stretch of corrugated dirt so there has been ample
opportunity for these to develop. Binns claims the secret to the elimination of such minor
troubles as squeaks and rattles is in continual minor maintenance.

The engine caused the greatest trouble, although Binns insists he was mainly responsible for
the hard time he gave it initially. The original unit became a little tired after a non-stop trip
to Melbourne in 32 hours, and after searching for a replacement he turned up a new block
in the archives of the spare parts department of Neal’s Motors, Melbourne. Settlement was
duly effected for £27.

A little more back yard scrounging turned up an original two-piece cast bronze head, finned
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and all. The head on the first motor in the car had a cast iron head.

With these basic essentials, Binns built up an entirely new motor and gradually eliminated a
number of problems caused by magnetis (57), cam followers and so on. The first time I came
upon the man he was bent earnestly over the motor complaining that the cam followers were
noisy. I almost had to put my hand on the engine to assure myself it was in fact running;

The car originally came equipped with Scintilla magneto and Solex single throat carburettor.
After discovering the lack of availability of parts Binns eventually replaced these and
converted to Autolite distributor and Carter carburettor The carburettor particularly, he
found, gave better all-round performance and fuel economy than the original.

The motor itself is quite interesting. Configuration, of course, in-line side valve and it is
basically an anglicised and improved version of the Hudson straight eight. Bore and stroke
are 3 in. x 4.5 in., and the compression ratio is very low at 7.75 to 1, enabling standard fuel to

3 & - X ek >
Most of enormous engine bay is occupied with engine. Head is magnificent finned bronzge 2-piece unit.
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be used. Maximum power is delivered at about 4000 rpm where 120 horses are on tap while
useful torque of 189 ft/lbs comes in at the extremely low point in the rpm range of 1600.
Wet clutch is employed and drive is transmitted through a three speed gearbox to 4.11 final
drive ratio. Sump capacity is 5.6 pints and works on splash feed. Petrol consumption will
ideally run as high as 20-25 mpg using top gear only, but falls rapidly to 16 mpg and lower
with use of all gears and heavy right foot.

The car is pure delight to drive. It can be left in top gear all day, under almost any conditions
except near-vertical hills and will never complain. Resort to using gears to the full extent and
you have a spirited but docile motor car. And after all it is well worthwhile driving such an
unlikely looking square-rigged car at close to 100 mph, for the expressions on the faces of
other drivers alone.

The equipment of the car is tremendously comprehensive. The most amazing feature is the
ride selector. There are two sets of shock absorbers all round on the car. The conventional
tube telescopics and an additional set of André hydraulic telecontrol shocker units which are
fully adjustable. They are worked from two valves under the dash which have corresponding
dials on the dash-board, to balance the pressures out. Screwed up to their limit the valves will
cut the travel of all shock absorbers on the car, producing the famed dray-cart ride. At the
other end of the scale an ultra-soft spongy ride can be obtained by slackening the pressure
right off. On reasonably good road surfaces (for around town use) about halfway is the most
ideal arrangement.

Brakes are four-wheel mechanical, self energising and include a hill-holder.

This device consists of a simple ratchet and lever working on the clutch. The driver simply
depresses the clutch and brake simultancously and the ratchet locks the drive. Another
depression of the clutch releases the device.

Body work on the Railton is by Freestone and Webb, and is aluminium and steel on a wood
frame. It is still absolutely taught and rigid.

Railtons came ex-works at about £stg475 with chassis and mechanicals only. You then trotted
the unit off to your favorite coachbuilder who fitted a style for a faitly extortionate price.
However Railtons could be bought ex-factory with certain types of bodies. It was said that
you bought either a new Bentley every 10 years or a new Railton every three years. The cars
were designed to sell at half the price of their predecessors — the Invictas — and offer the
same performance and low noise level.

The Binns’ Railton is the only one in Australia that we know of, although Binns says there
were originally two others. Many people forget that it was Railton who combined with Napier
to produce John Cobb’s famous Railton special — which set the land speed record in 1946 at
394.6 mph. The Railton has indeed a proud heritage.
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CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE

At Peter Best we have been arranging insurance Policy benefits may include:
for your classics for over 35 years so we know
what is important to you. With access to the * Free agreed valuations
UK's leading insurance underwriters, we provide * Freelegal cover

competitive insurance solutions tailored around

you and your vehicles * Roadside assistance and recovery

within UK/EU

Our experienced UK sales team offer a wide * Limited mileage options
range of insurance products, including cover for * Multi-car cover discounts
your everyday car and home. e Club member discounts

ASK US TODAY ABOUT OUR CLASSIC CAR COVER
CALL NOW FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE

01376 574000

or get a quote online by visiting:
www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

PETER BEST
— AC INSURANCE
10N | SERVICES
ADE SUpPORTER == EST. 1985

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270
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PHOTO DISCOVERIES

This photo, kindly supplied by Jan Roosenburg, is supposedly outside Haileybury College in
1939, dropping off a son. Note that they are carrying boxes for gas masks and note also the
wartime white paint on the wings and running boards and the small aperture for the beam on
the headlamps. The car was later owned by Dennis Richardson of Billingshurst and was

scrapped circa 1967.

From The Motor
(November 1933) report of
the Kelvin Hall motor

show. An Essex Terraplane
with a Berkeley coupé body.

An Essex Terraplane with a Berkeley coupe body exhibited on stand No. 3.
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Motor Sport April 1934 has the picture (below) captioned “J. Eason Gibson with the Essex
Terraplane Six which he drove in the 1934 R.A.C. rally”. Other Hudson/Terraplane/Essex
entrants that year were G. Readings, N. Grimshaw, and N. Black but only the last featured in
the awards, winning a Bournemouth prize in Class 1 (Cars over 16 h.p.).

The overall winner that year was F.R.G. Spikins in the Singer Le Mans, AMM 1, which

Facing page: Following on from the cover
picture, two more images taken by ‘Sammy’
Sampietro of Reid Railton with the Dutch-
registered Railton used during a
reconnaissance of the Italian Alps in
advance of the 1934 Alpine Trial.

Right: A file image of one of the Alpine
Trial cars. The vehicle, a Berkeley tourer, is
now in the U.S.A.
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CORRESPONDENCE

From Richard Esparza

I was away on a pilgrimage to
review the new offerings at a
couple of auto museums in Los
Angeles. At the Nethercutt the
offerings had been pared down due
to the closure of the
library. Apparently this was due to
Covid and the retirement of their
librarian, Skip Marketti. That was a
great disappointment as I always
enjoyed conversations with him.

The Petersen Museum was lively as
ever and I really only stopped by
to view Press Kale's perfectly
restored '34 Terraplane Pickup. 1
plan to attend his 90th birthday
later this month at a meeting of the
California Inland Chapter of the
HET club and I wanted to let him
know that they have it very
prominently displayed. However, I
was appalled by their current
prices. After paying $19 senior
admission, 1 had to pay an
additional $27 to gain access to the
"Vault," their storage of the 200+
cars not on display. It is interesting
but over priced.




[ W

From Jerome Fack
As  part  of the
investigations  for  the
article on  the  early
in the last
issne, Restoration
Finished, [ asked
Jerome if he had any
pictures of his early car
to see if it was the same
as Bill Lentz’s vebicle
and also  lacking  the
speed  flash  down  the
side. This was not the
case, but Jerome sent
these images. The car is
now in the Czech
Republic  and  possibly

even restored. -Ed.

Fairmile



From Ger Gorissen

Here are some pictures from
100 years celebration of
Montlhéry this May. The
Napier Railton was present
and did several runs on
Saturday and Sunday. On
Sunday several prizes went
to prewar cars and
motorcycles; not surprisingly
the Napier Railton got the
award of ‘Best car of the
event’ in a field of amazing
and unique cars.

I had a chat with two
gentlemen from The
Brooklands Museum who
brought the car to Montlhéry
and I understood that
Longstone Tyres sponsored
the trip.

It was amazing to see and to
hear the Napier running on
the circuit and the banking,



From Ted Delphia

Stateside Railtons. I thought I'd do a little snooping around to see if there are Railtons that
are possibly not in the register. Here’s one that’s a possible candidate since I couldn’t find the
serial number nor the licence plate I could partially read listed: Looks like the plate number
might be ??? 225. It’s owned by a classic car club member in Ohio

Show particulars were:

Car Cylinders: 745373

Car Number: 8 Senior Number:
148556 Body Style: 3112

Owned By: CONV COUPE New Coach Work:
Member Coachbuilder: No

Make: - Altered:
RAILTON Engine Number: No

Model: - Car is believed to be
FAIRMILE Body Number: authentic

Year: -

1936 Serial Number:

This car 1s known to the Club but our register was in error having registration no. LMX 224 rather than
LMX 225. It is owned by ex-member Ernst Hillenbrand. 1t is one of the dozgen post-war cars assembled by
Hudson Motors 1td on a model 74 chassis, using pre-war parts held in stock at Brooklands. The
coachbuilder is nnknown. Note the lack of bonnet lonvres—surely not original. This is a good excuse to print

a nice picture of the car! - Ed.
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From Jan Roosenburg

I drove in the Tulip Rally last week, Bilbao to Chantilly, which had 200 post-war and 22 pre-
war cars. It was a total organisational disaster, the route for pre-war was done by someone
who drives in Porsches and such, so after day one we quit and drove, in three days, back to
Holland. Did about 1250 miles in four days and the Railton behaved impeccably.

From Dave Williams (sent to Toby Sharp)

I was searching for some information about a photograph I took in September 1986 at the
Northern Classic Car Show in Manchester and came across this, which may be of interest.

The car is the ex-Peter Sheffield Fairmile I, now owned by Heing-Peter Welter of Pullach, Germany. - Ed.
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From Roger Stratford
Reading The Chairman’s column in the May/June 2024 Bulletin about Denis Robson's car
cutting out, I was reminded of something similar happening with AW] 782 when I owned it.

Like you and Denis, I initially assumed it was fuel related. However, it turned out to be the
moving contact breaker in the distributor sticking on its spindle. When hot, the fibre material
swelled just enough to cause the beating to tighten and the contacts to stick open. A brief
spell to cool off and the engine would run again. I removed the contact and used a reamer to
enlarge the hole very slightly and never had the trouble again.
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TECHNICAL TIPS

S.U. Fuel Pump selection

Many of our cars have an S.U. electric fuel pump fitted to replace or supplement the Hudson mechanical
pump. 1 bave one on Z, fitted adjacent to the fuel tank, which 1 use primarily to fill the float chamber prior to
starting after the car bas been a long time at rest. I am occasionally asked about the appropriate fuel pump to
it and where best to fit it. Although they look the same externally, there are low and high pressure versions of
the 8.U. pumps. The data sheet below should explain the differences.

“L” TYPE PUMP

TO SPECS. AUA. 25, 26, 57 FOR “SINGLE” PUMP DELIVERY HZAD FROM _
TO SPECS. AUA. Il FOR “DUAL"” PUMP PUMP TO CARBURETTER

N

S N
PUMP _ —— .
" pLus| 6

SUCTION LIFT FROM BOTTOM OF MINUS 12
TANK TO PUMP MAX OF 48" | 1 @1+~
CARBURETTER

REAR
TANK S e

(MAX. OUTPUT 8 GALLS/HOUR FOR “SINGLE” PUMP AND 22 GALLS/HOUR FOR “DUAL"” PUMP)

“HP” TYPE PUMP

TO SPECS. AUA. 50, 54, 56, ETC. FOR “SINGLE” PUMP

TO SPECS. AUA. 61, 62 FOR “DUAL" PUMP D
D
it PLUS
33"MAX SUCTION LIFT 77 DELIVERY-HEAD 48
<~ FROM PUMP TO —
FROM BOTTOM é = ARBURETTER._ . . 4 ...
OF TANK ¥ PUMP MINUS
TO PUMP . 6
CARBURETTER

The “HP " type pump because of its high delivery pressureis
REAR very suitable for mounting over the rear fuel tank, in which

position it is also free from vaporising troubles arising from
TANK high under-bonnet temperatures.

(MAX. OUTPUT 10 GALLS/HOUR FOR “SINGLE” PUMP AND 26 GALLS/HOUR FOR “DUAL"” PUMP)

THE “LCS?” PUMP Has SIMILAR LAYOUT REQUIREMENTS TO THE “HP” AND IS A
“SINGLE” PUMP WITH A MAX. DELIVERY OF 12: GALLS/HOUR (TO SPECS. AUA. 52, 57, ETC.)

When hill climbing, the * Suction Lift " and “ Delivery Head " are increased, depending on the severity of the gradient, and also on the distance
between the tank and pump, and pump and carburetter—this potential increase in suction lift and delivery head must be included in the overall
installation figure, and it is advisable to allow for a maximum gradient of I in4.

If the pump is mounted under the bonnet, keep it well away from radiated exhaust heat, and preferably in the coolest location, and also take
similar care with the fuel pipe lines.

All pumps should be mounted with the filter plugs or filter lids in the bottom or 6 o'clock position.

The * Single " pumps, both “ L " and “ HP ", use " outside diameter fuel pipes, whilst the ** Duals "', both “L" and * HP", and also the
" LCS ", use § outside diameter pipe.

Rear tank mounted pumps under some conditions, may allow fuel to syphon straight through the pump, possibly leading to float-chamber
flooding if the float needie and seating are gritted up or worn—to prevent this, the pump AUA 54 is made having a spring-loaded inlet valve.

An earthing terminal is provided on all pumps and it is essential that this connection is effective.




A FEW MORE
BOOKS FOR SALE

1 Good condition, with dust jacket.
Published by Hamlyn in 1978.

Signed by Michael Gordon-Crosby,
“Gorby’s younger son, and with

" sundry images of Railton interest.

" Together with first and second series of
8 The Endless Quest for Speed, each  folio
- comprising twelve of Gordon Crosby’s

paintings (see examples below).

| Originally appearing in The Auntocar,
. they were reissued in the early 1950s.
Excellent condition.  £90.00 as one
lot.

ERRAs o .3 L R .
S.F.Edge , Napier, 24 hour record 1907. 1927 Targa Florio, Materassi, (Bugatti).

Proceedings of The Institution of Automobile Engineers, Vol. XXVIIl.  This Volume contains a
paper read by Reid Railton on 5% December, 1933 entitled Blue-Bird, 1930 — 1933, With sub-
sequent discussion, it is naturally rather technical.  In good condition. £20.00.

John Dyson — dyson.john@btinternet.com.
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MARKET PLACE

For Sale

1936 RAILTON Cobham Saloon TH 8001

First registered in December 1936 and purchased by my grand-father in 1950, this car has
been within our family ever since. Following family bereavements, it is no longer possible to
look after this car and we would like it to go to someone with the necessary time and
enthusiasm within the Railton Owners Club. Looking for offers around £12,000.

The car was used initially as the family car and then intermittently until my grand-father
retired, when it was laid up in 1972 whilst he focused on restoring another Railton.

TH 8001 has been modified since new by the inclusion of modern indicators and brake lights,
an overdriven gearbox has been fitted, the bumpers removed, front wings modified,
electronic ignition, power brakes and restyled fascia.

After that modification it was resprayed in modern paints from its original brown/gtreen
livery to the cutrent green/black colouts.

The engine as fitted was completely restored and runs very smoothly having done less than
10 miles since it was rebuilt. The current condition of the car is that it is in an effectively
complete road-worthy condition, but it does require some minor finishing

There is a large selection of spare parts to be included with the sale of this car as follows:
A new, but 60-year-old, 8-cylinder camshaft which has been eddy-tested to ensure no
signs of having been overlayed; 2 off P80 headlights; 1 off gearbox removed to fit
overdrives effectively in the 1950s; 1 off chromed radiator shell in very good condition; 5
to 6 large ammunition boxes of smaller items — handles, carburetters, distributors, etc

RAILTON



The car is located in Waterlooville, Hampshire and we’re not
wanting to sell any of the spate parts separately. If interested,
please call Andy Purvis on 01594 563462 or email
andy.putvis@gmail.com for more details.

For sale
W1 Carburetter bought from Julian Poupard
some years ago as refurbished (but never used ).

Offers. John Gould. 07811171917

RAILTON
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CLUB SHOP - AVAILABILITY AND PRICES

Price U.K. Postage ROW Postage
R.O.C. Car Badge £35.00 £1.32 £1.65
R.O.C. Tie £10.00 £1.25 £1.43
Embroidered badge (approx. 3 inch wide) £5.00 £0.70 £0.90
History of the Railton £3.00 £0.70 £0.90
Land Flying — The Terraplane by James Fack £8.00 £1.25 £1.65
The Lost Coachbuilder — Atcherley by James Fack £9.00 £1.25 £1.65
Railton & Brough Supetior Gold Pottfolio £17.50 £3.50 £7.00

(Brooklands Books)

GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Contact the Secretary, Max Hunt. Telephone: 01299 401135.
E-mail: secretary@railton.org

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE: Cheques (stetling only) for the total including postage should be made
payable to to “Railton Owners Club” and post with your order to: Max Hunt, Secretary, Abberley
Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EJ.

VIA THE WEBSITE: Go to www.railton.org and then click on Club Shop. (You do not need to log in
to the Member-Only pages to purchase items). Scroll down and click on the Add #o Cart button by the
item(s) of your choice. Checkout using PayPal.

PAYMENT DIRECTLY FROM YOUR PAYPAL ACCOUNT: Registered users of PayPal can use
the “Send Money” facility but you must send the money to treasurer@railton.otrg in sterling. Please
add the following amounts to the total cost of your order including postage to cover PayPal fees. Total
up to £10 (add £0.50); up to £14 (add £0.75); up to £19 (add £1.00); up to £24 (add £1.25). You can
cither list your order in the “message” area in PayPal or e-mail separately to Max Hunt.

PAYMENT BY BACS: E-mail your order to Max Hunt and make a sterling BACS payment directly
into the R.O.C. bank account. Quote reference of your surname/membership number so that we

can identify the payment.
HSBC Bank  Sort Code: 40-17-04 Account Number: 91009877
IBAN: GB52HBUK40170491009877 BIC: HBUKGB4153R
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SCAN ME T0 BOOK TICKET
NECCLASSICMOTORSHOW.CO

£4 DISCOUNT
” . ONADULT DAY
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