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The premier British club for enthusiasts of all  

Brough Superior, Railton, Hudson, Essex and Terraplane 
motor vehicles. 

The front cover shows member Will Dobell at the army’s Dorset ranges with his 
Railton EPB 804 posed in front of the Challenger II tank which Will has been 
commanding for most of last year. During this time EPB has been treated to a new 
radiator core to address overheating.  

EPB has been in the Dobell family from new and was used in the pre-war Monte Carlo 
rally by Will’s grandfather. 

The  back cover is a period advert, believed to be from Country Life. 

Printed by Ridgeway Press Limited   https://www.ridgewaypress.co.uk/ 

 
R.O.C. Website:  www.railton.org 

The user name and password for the Members’ area may be obtained from 
the Editor, the Chairman or the Secretary if they have been mislaid. 

Railton Owners Club 
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TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP FOR RENEWALS 
PAYMENT BY  

BANK TRANSFER 
PAYMENT  BY 

PAYPAL/CHEQUE 

UK FULL MEMBERSHIP £40 £42 

UK ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP £20 £21 

OVERSEAS FULL MEMBERSHIP £45 £47 

OVERSEAS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP £25 £26 

OVERSEAS FULL MEMBERSHIP ELECTRONIC OPTION £35 £37 

OVERSEAS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ELECTRONIC OPTION £15 £16 

EDITORIAL 
 
A subscription renewal notice appeared in the last Bulletin but seems to have been ignored by 
a depressingly large number of members. I know that in most cases this is merely an oversight 
and, indeed, in one instance it is a Club official who has still to pay! Will U.K. members please 
set up a standing order to avoid future recurrences. The effort involved in chasing up late 
payers is considerable. For convenience the  renewal notice is printed again below. Do it now! 

This is the last Bulletin that will be sent out to non-renewers. 
 
The last major outing of 2023 for my 
Ranalah saloon, Z 6201, took place in early 
October when I entered it in the V.S.C.C. 
Welsh rally with Pam Gledhill as navigator. 
This was based at Knighton in Powys and 
encompassed the most beautiful countryside 
on a sunny autumn day. Our chances of 
success seemed to be diminished when, 
driving the mileage check route, the 
odometer was found to be wildly incorrect, 
on top of which my stopwatch also played 
up.  
 
However our section times were not far off, 
with my tendency to run fast in the powerful 
car  more or less compensating for the time 
we lost when making route errors. As a result we won our class and came second overall! The 
speedo has once more gone off to Speedograph Richfield for cleaning and recalibration. 
 
Neil Thorp 
 
CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JANUARY /FEBRUARY BULLETIN IS THE 13TH JANUARY. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL was due on 1st September 2023 

Time check 2 on the Welsh rally.  
Photo D Grounds 
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SECRETARY’S NOTES 
 
The carpets are rolled up on their rack in the Secretarial workshop, and the reserved corner is 
again filled with display banners and the other paraphernalia which makes possible our annual 
appearance at the huge N.E.C. Classic Car Show. Our show presence is fully reported 
elsewhere, so I shall restrict myself to fulsome thanks to Neil Thorp, Richard Hirst and 
Russell Cook whose cars made up our display, and to Chairman Mick Jarvis who joined us on 
the Saturday in manning the stand and engaging with our many visitors. Thanks also to Iain 
McKenzie and the ever-reliable 1966 Morris “Works Van” for transport – again this year on 
arrival we were greeted by the stewards as an apparent show exhibit!  
 
With the show behind us we can look back over our efforts to celebrate the 90th year of the 
Railton and perhaps reflect on any lessons for the future. After the frustration of difficulties 
with planning the National Meeting for a second year running, I think all who came to 
Worcestershire in July enjoyed the celebration weekend. It was unfortunate that the largest 
gathering of Club marque cars in nearly twenty years coincided with the wettest Saturday of 
2023, but the Stourport Manor Hotel provided a convivial base and the sun finally shone for 
us to enjoy an al-fresco Sunday lunch in the awesome surroundings of Witley Court.  
 
Our welcome at Shelsley Walsh confirmed the Committee’s view that the now single annual 
gathering works best if it can be linked to 
a larger organised motoring event. This 
provides interest wider than our own 
preoccupations. It worked well with the 
Shelsley Classic Nostalgia event, as it had 
in 2022 with the Pre-War Prescott event 
mounted by the Vintage Morris Minor 
Register. As reported in the last issue we 
were set to follow a similar pattern for 
2024 by supporting our V.M.M.R. 
friends in their planned gathering at 
Bicester during the weekend of July 
20/21. Unbelievably, gremlins have 
struck again and the Bicester event will 
not now be going ahead in a form that 
would enable the R.O.C. to take part.  
 
The good news is that, with the Holt 
hotel accommodation already reserved, 
we have secured a Saturday group 
booking with a designated parking area 
for our cars at the Gaydon Motor 
Museum. For those who have not visited 
recently, the opening of the new building 

Upton House & Garden 
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at Gaydon, giving access to the Reserve Collection as well as to the Jaguar Heritage 
Collection, provides much added interest. The group booking gives us a 25% reduction on 
the normal admission price of £16 per head.  I am indebted to Neil Thorp for securing 
parallel arrangements for a visit to Upton House near Banbury on the Sunday. Now a 
National Trust property, Upton was from 1927 the home of Lord and Lady Bearsted and is 
notable for its art collection as well as fine landscaped gardens. Ten of our cars will be 
permitted to park in the courtyard in front of the house – behind the hedges at the far end of 
the driveway on the view shown here. 
 
Full details of plans for the July weekend are set out on the calendar page. I hope members 
will now feel confident in booking their hotel rooms at the Holt and be part of what promises 
to be another enjoyable National Meeting. Future plans do very much depend on the level of 
support for our events and you will read elsewhere in this issue of our deliberations about, in 
particular, the N.E.C. show with its heavy commitment from what is now a very small 
number of people. We really do need more members to volunteer their time before we 
commit for next year; at age 78 I no longer wish to spend a continuous four and a half days at 
the N.E.C. 
 
All of which reminds me of John Dyson’s fascinating piece on Motor Show Exhibits in the 
last issue. By going back 55 years to the November 1968 Bulletin I found this scathingly 
blunt assessment of the appeal of such “show” cars for my archive piece: 
 

“These beautiful cars which 50,000 people have pawed, kicked, slammed and generally 
attempted to destroy are hurriedly rushed under dust sheets to the repair bays of their 
various manufacturers who will have their work cut out to restore them to their 
former glory, to give immediate delivery to some “mutt” who placed his order at the 
“Show” thus being able to boast at the golf club that his car was on the stand at the 
1968 Motor Show.” 

 
Perhaps not so covetable after all! 
 
Max Hunt 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

New Members 
Two new members have joined us since September: 
 
1261   Barry Edge, 3/5 Carn Avenue, Ivanhoe, Victoria, Vic 3079 Australia 
 No details are currently available of Barry’s interest in Railtons. 
 
1262 Ethna Garahy,  Fostal, Birr, Co. Offaly, R42 FT61, Eire. 

Ethna was a visitor to the Club stand at the recent N.E.C. Show and joins as a Full 
Overseas Member. Her uncle, Micky Maher, was once a Club member (c.2003) and has 
a 1935 Hudson 8 in poor condition. We hope that Club membership may fuel 
enthusiasm in the family to get it back on the road.  
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CALENDAR 2024 

 
Friday 19th - Sunday 21th July   National Meeting Gaydon  
As Max Hunt has mentioned in his Secretary’s notes, our plans to go to Bicester have come 
to grief and we plan to visit Gaydon and Upton House instead. Provisionally, the activities on 
offer are: 

• Friday: R.O.C. lunchtime get-together at a venue TBA; visit to restoration workshop. 

• Saturday: Visit to British Motor Museum, possibly via another attraction. 

• Sunday: Cotswold Tour to converge at Upton House (National Trust). 
 
We will maintain our base at The Holt hotel at Steeple Aston, Oxfordshire, where we have 
reserved 20 rooms at the following dinner, bed & breakfast rates. (Rates are per room, per 
night, and include VAT). Friday rates would also apply if anyone wanted to stay on the 
Thursday before, or the Sunday after, the weekend. For the Friday night we will need to book 
dinner at the same time as booking the rooms. For the Saturday we will have the Club dinner, 
which, to maintain quality, will be a set menu of our choice, but with a vegetarian alternative; 
menu details will be available nearer to the event. 
 
The hotel will hold the rooms until three months before the event. The rates remain 
thereafter, but availability cannot be guaranteed. So please book as early as possible. 
Payment will be at check-in but a credit card would be required at the time of booking to hold 
the room. Free cancellation requires a minimum 48 hours notice before 11:00am of the day of 
check-in. Call and make bedroom reservations by following the procedure below:  
Call 01869 340259 for in-House Reservations, or email info@holthotel.co.uk.  
If booking by e-mail, guests will still have to call in with card details to secure the reservation 
at some point in the booking process, as these cannot be accepted by email.  
Quote the dates and the Railton Owners Club’s group booking code: ROC. 
N.B. The best times to call are ones that avoid check-in and check-out time. 

19th Friday 
Singles @ £145.00  
Standard doubles or twins @ £180.00 
Superior doubles or twins @ £190.00 
Deluxe doubles @ £210.00 

20th Saturday – Club dinner night 
Singles @ £185.00  
Standard doubles or twins @ £220.00 
Superior doubles or twins @ £230.00 
Deluxe doubles @ £250.00 

HOLT HOTEL 
Nr. Steeple Aston, 
Oxford Road,  
OX25 5QQ 
www.holthotel.co.uk 
sales@holthotel.co.uk 
+44 (0) 1869 340 259 

mailto:info@holthotel.co.uk
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/51.5039232,-0.1998848/the+holt+hotel/@51.6657333,-1.3157611,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x4876da22490d41c3:0xe004c728ccc9f2df!2m2!1d-1.3247108!2d51.9222942
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/51.5039232,-0.1998848/the+holt+hotel/@51.6657333,-1.3157611,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x4876da22490d41c3:0xe004c728ccc9f2df!2m2!1d-1.3247108!2d51.9222942
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/51.5039232,-0.1998848/the+holt+hotel/@51.6657333,-1.3157611,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x4876da22490d41c3:0xe004c728ccc9f2df!2m2!1d-1.3247108!2d51.9222942
http://www.holthotel.co.uk/
mailto:sales@holthotel.co.uk
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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 
In my last Bulletin column I noted that 
MMT had been left in the capable hands of 
Iain McKenzie to fix the rear brakes which 
were sticking due to a leaking hub seal. I 
then asked Iain to do another few small 
jobs including sourcing and fitting a spot 
light to match the existing one on MMT (a 
Marchal 632) and replacing the HT leads. I 
had found a Marchal 632 for only £400. 
Iain of course did much better and found 3 
for a fraction of the price and the surplus 2 
lamps are now in the secondhand spares 
box. Job done! As a pair, the lights are now 
legal to use.  
 

I had also looked at replacing the HT leads 
myself but something told me I should get 
Iain to do it while he had the car. Good call. 
The HT leads on MMT run through a nice 
little conduit (see picture left) which makes 
them look much neater, but getting the leads 
through it took all of Iain’s skill and patience 
to achieve. I hope he will forgive me.  
 
Unfortunately the additional jobs Iain was 
charged with meant that MMT was not back 
with me on September 16th to go to Kop Hill. 
I had registered for the event with MMT but 
changed the registration so I could take my 
Morris Minor instead. One of the features of 

the Kop Hill event is that it raises huge amounts of money for charity, and a big fund raiser 
during the event is the ride up the hill in the cars that register to take patrons up in return for 
donations. In some cases this turns into a bidding war that raises even more money.  
 
Kop Hill is fairly steep but straight and for a Railton not much of a challenge to be honest. I 
have been up the hill at Kop several times in MMT and people love it as not many people 
have even seen a Railton let alone ridden in one. A Minor 1000 is a different proposition – it 
is not a rare classic and nearly everyone of a certain age either has owned one, their parents 
owned one, they learnt to drive in one and so on. Consequently I was amazed when I offered 
to take a donor up the hill in the Morris and found several bids had been submitted.  
 

Front view of MMT with twin  Marchals 

Offending  HT manifold-neat but tricky 



 

 9  
 

My Grandson Fred (R.O.C. Club 
member 1235) was with me at Kop and 
came up the hill with me and 2 
passengers. I can testify that getting up 
Kop in a Minor 1000 is an experience 
much different to doing it in a Railton, 
but we made it. It is certainly not 
possible to get 4 people up Kop in a 
Minor 1000 in top gear. Must be 
something to do with 48 bhp versus 128 
bhp. That seems a long while ago.  
 
Last weekend the N.E.C. Classic Car 
show was held which I managed to 
attend as well, helping to man the R.O.C. 
stand on the Saturday. Our Club depends 
on members making cars available and 
details of this are noted elsewhere but I 
want to add my thanks to all involved. 
One other observation is that the usual 
suspects (Max Hunt and Iain McKenzie) 
set up and broke down the stand, and the 
people who manned the stand over three 
days were in the main the same few folks 
who do it every year. This led to a 
discussion of significant importance 
among the Club Committee members at 
the N.E.C. – succession planning.  
 
The fact is our Club only functions due to efforts of a very few. Max Hunt as Secretary makes 
Herculean efforts in arranging events from the N.E.C. show to the National Meeting. Neil 
Thorp by his editing and production of the Bulletin provides the “glue” that holds our Club 
together by allowing us all to keep in touch. Mike Stenhouse runs the spares scheme which, 
frankly, is why a lot of members are members – it is the lifeblood of keeping the cars running. 
We still function with no Treasurer but thanks to the efforts of Max getting our accounts 
prepared and filed by a paid helper who is not a Club member we remain legal. If any of these 
individuals become unable to continue, the Club is in danger of failing. 
 
I realise none of us are getting younger, but in the absence of more help to organise events, 
and support the Bulletin production, the Club teeters on a precipice. We need members to 
offer more assistance and offer themselves as potential Committee members and 
replacements to key roles. If you value the Club, then you will need to support it.  
 
Mick Jarvis 

Fred at Kop Hill with 1970 Minor 1000 
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A BAPTISM OF FIRE, OR NOT? 

As the new owner of a very recently purchased 1935 Railton Carbodies Saloon, I decided to 
jump in at the deep end, and attend the Railton 90th Celebration weekend, reading about the 
event in the latest Bulletin. Having already contacted Mike Stenhouse regarding spares, it 
appeared that he was also scheduled to attend, so we decided to convoy the drive down to the 
event, joining in with the Friday get-together at the Swan in Chaddesley Corbett. 
 
We elected to take the scenic route down from Yorkshire, thus avoiding the motorways, 
which certainly and rapidly got me used to the vagaries of Railton propulsion. My car is my 
first ever deviation into anything pre-war, and proved to be quite a surprise, and a pleasant 
one. My first drive of my car was a mere 5 miles into my workshop for a check-over, and to 
fit an electric fan. Then, load up and off next day. Blind faith in full working order. 
 

Roger Brotton, as a new Club member, was asked to give his perspective of the National Meeting this year. As 
a result of a mix-up arising when transferring data to the Editor’s new computer, the original text was lost. 
With grovelling apologies to Roger, a re-send was requested but at the time he was in North America miles 
from an internet connection. The printing deadline came and went.  So, with more apologies to Roger, hopefully 
this will remind us of the meeting and our visits to Classic Nostalgia and to Witley Court. – Ed. 

The intrepid Yorkshire contingent (CLH 235 & AWJ 782) at the hotel car park 
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The drive down to the Swan was good, and the weather did hold fine and dry, stopping en-
route for a re-fuelling break. The queue for the only 2 pumps delivering the liquid gold was 
tiresome, and I had the good sense not to stop the engine. Previously, back in my workshop 
the car was reluctant to re-start when hot, and fearing a repeat performance, I filled up the 
tank with the engine running, then we parked up for a coffee break. Ready to leave, right on 
queue, she would not start, so more time required to cool down. Thoughtfully, I had packed 
some tools and a can of Easy Start, and with some coaxing and a few choice phrases, 
propulsion was attained. 
 
The meeting at the Swan was seemingly well attended, and we enjoyed some useful 
lubrication and a salad sandwich, and for me, meeting many new faces, and introductions. 
Our event organiser, Max, was just a little concerned about the weather report, and so were a 
few others, as he was now expecting a few ‘no-shows’. 
 
Special arrangements had been made for those 
interested, to visit Harvington Hall, (right) a moated 
Elizabethan manor house. After our long drive, Mike 
and I elected to go to the event hotel, while some others 
took up the invitation. The skies were starting to 
darken, and the impending precipitation looked a 
certainty, but no problem, the bar and the evening meal 
beckoned, and the weather could please itself for now. 
The pre-dinner drinks in the bar was fully attended, and 
obviously friends old and new were re-acquainted – 
some from events many years ago – and the evening got 
off to a very good start and, for a few, a late finish. 
 
It was then an earlyish start for the main day’s event at 
Shelsley Walsh, highlighted as the Classic Nostalgia 
event. It would be a long day, so a full English breakfast 
came under Starters Orders for most of us. The rain through the night must have been 
prolonged and heavy, and our fears of a very wet event at Shelsey were confirmed on arrival . 
It continued wet throughout the day with rain or at best drizzle. Shelsley had always been on 
my to-go-to list for years, but never made it, so it was doubly disappointing that the weather 
gods had let us down. 
 
We did however, put in a good showing of our Railtons and Broughs, not to mention the 
special exhibit of the ‘as found’ Little Cobham, thoughtfully kept under a small marquee to 
preserve the patina of the years of dust and cobwebs. We numbered 11 cars in all; down on 
expectations but given the weather conditions and a few aged owners, then it was only to be 
expected. Most clubs and organised gatherings suffered a lack of attendance, understandably. 
One large area, cordoned off for a Classic magazine concours and attendees which would 
easily have taken a hundred cars or more, saw maybe 12 in attendance. The only car club to 
buck the trend was the Morgan Owners Club who always turn out no matter what, even if the 
event is under water, which they nearly achieved. 
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So, rubber boots and brollies out, for those who remembered to bring them, and get on with 
the day.  The competition cars on the hill-climb were understandably cautious, whilst some 
did give it an enthusiastic go, and some tail-wagging was in evidence. A visit down the lines of 
the tented vendors down to the paddock was interesting, but it was a wet and bedraggled 
customer base to be sure. I did set off at one point towards the top of the hill to spectate, 
coinciding with a heavier drizzle, so I abandoned that idea and retreated for more coffee and 
uncharacteristically, decided to try a burger. I thoroughly enjoyed it. Whilst heading for the 
large, open marquee, the ‘live music’ musicians had just started to play. I am a fan of good 
Rock and Roll when played well, and the duo were really good. A young lady on double bass, 
and the gent on rhythm guitar; a couple of amplifiers and off they rocked. I really enjoyed it, 
and all credit to them. I suspect that the foot-tapping was the most exercise that some 
attendees had all day ! 

 
There were not many bonnets open on the day at all. The British summertime can be fickle, 
and one can never predict weather in advance, but even so, top marks to all the organisers. 
We tried.  It would be nice to go back again at some time. 
 
The celebration dinner was excellent, accompanied by a few short speeches and trophy 
presentations. More metal polishing coming up. Mike, as resident engineer and spares 
specialist was enrolled earlier to re-assemble one trophy which had arrived in kit form but no 
assembly instructions. At least it wasn’t flat-pack; most of us offered verbal assistance but to 
no avail. At one point super glue looked to be the answer, but success was eventually 
achieved, and the vertically challenged Trophy took on its intended form.  
 
Sunday morning was the intended A.G.M., but as the weekend attendance had been low, the 
committee gathered together for an informal meeting instead. 
 
Following yet another hearty breakfast we set off in good time for the organised scenic run. 
Our visitors over from New Zealand, Philip and Coral Kidd shared a ride with Mike and 
myself, Philip joined Mike in his open sports, and Coral joined me, navigating, while I 
pretended to know what I was doing, wrestling the Railton. We eventually found our way to 

Brollies to the fore – Club cars at a very wet Shelsley Walsh 
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the finish at Witley Court, where we all parked in line 
outside the ruin of the country house (see right), and a 
spectacular residence it must have been, but yet another 
totally destroyed years ago by fire. Luckily, the nearby 
church survived which is now very well restored and in 
use for worship as well. The interior is beautiful and was 
well worth the visit. 
 
Sunday lunch was enjoyed at the adjoining garden 
centre, and the weather held sufficiently good to enjoy 
lunch outside, with even a little sunshine daring to come 
out. Then, it was time for all to say our goodbyes until 
the next event. Mike and I drove our visitors back to the 
hotel for them to head off to the airport in good time to 
continue their holiday in Europe. 
 
Mike and I decided to take different routes back to 
Yorkshire. Rain was expected and Mike was capable of 
maintaining a better pace than me, so with further to go 
to Leeds we set off in slightly different directions. I 
headed towards Stoke-on Trent initially and stopped at 
the services. To cut a longer story short, the rain turned 
into a monsoon, resulting in flooded roads, closed roads 
due to accidents and all manner of diversions. The drive 
home was simply horrific, but all credit to the Railton, it 
didn’t miss a beat, and we drove on through it all, 
passing many broken down modern cars along the way 
and feeling rather smug about it actually, at 88 years not 
out. 
 
I am sure, on behalf of all the members attending the 90th Celebration event, our grateful 
thanks extend to Max Hunt and the small band of event organisers, and all. 
 
Advance planning for such an event is a big undertaking, no matter what the weather treats us 
to on the day. I thoroughly enjoyed the whole weekend experience and the Railton was a joy 
to drive and, in turn, treated me not to a Baptism of Fire, but to unexpected reliability.        
 
Roger Brotton 
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RUSSELL COOK’S   STRATTON I  LONG-WHEELBASE 
SALOON  

      CS 5729 
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Photographed at the Stourport Manor Hotel during the 2023 National Meeting 
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RAILTON OWNERS CLUB 

LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 
 

Company registration no. 574562  

 

Annual Accounts 1st August 2022 to 31st July 2023 

The Secretary’s Report and Comments on the Accounts 
For a year which embraced the 90th Anniversary National Meeting, it will be evident from the 
accounts that the R.O.C. continued to enjoy considerable success. The unfortunate failure of 
the Brooklands management to stand by the arrangements agreed for the July weekend put 
some pressure on Club officers to put together an alternative plan. In the event there was 
good support for the Worcestershire-based programme and a fine display of our cars at 
Shelsley Walsh on July 22nd. 
 
Membership subscriptions showed a pleasing small increase over 2021-22, but here I would  
repeat my previous encouragement for members to save the Club bank charges by switching 
away from cheques to direct payment or, preferably, standing orders. Spares sales remained 
buoyant and the increase in activity around the supply of second-hand items from our store at 
The Green shows that this facility continues to be valued by members. Meanwhile new 
arrangements to have Bulletin postage handled by our printers have led to a useful cost saving 
as well as releasing the editor (and wife) from a time-consuming task. 
 
In summary it can be seen that the Club ended its financial year in a strong position with a 
strengthened balance sheet.  
 
Max Hunt  November 2023. 
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The Railton Owners Club Limited 
Limited by Guarantee 

Income and Expenditure Account 
Year Ending 31st July 2023 

Notes        

1. PayPal fees shown as a separate figure for Subs & Regalia 

2. PayPal fees shown as separate figure for ROC Spares 

3. Outstanding loans from members for Spares stock purchase, repayments of 1500 made this year  

Income 2023 2022 Expenses 2023 2022

Membership Subs 7,050 6,989 Bulletin Printing 1,941 1,293

Misc Income 230 319 Bulletin Postage 200 1,053

Interest 91 3 FBHVC 0 85

Regalia Sales 69 103 Garage Rent 540 540

SH Spares Sales 618 290 Insurance 681 679

Donations ROC 0 0 NEC Classic Show 260 442

Member Loans 0 0 Officer's Expenses 0 0

ROC Spares 12,303 12,360 Other Postage 0 16

Spares  Purchase 0 0

ROC Spares Purchases 6,109 9,365

ROC Spares Expenses 864 888

Regalia Stock Purchases 0 0

PayPal Fees  
 1

106 92

PayPal Fees  
 2

0 5

Website 179 125

SH Spares Purchases 0 0

Bank Charges 69 102

Misc Expenses 1350 1158

Income for year 20,361 20,065 Expenditure for year 12,301 15,843

Expenditure for year 12,301 15,843

Surplus (Deficit) for year 8,060 4,222

ROC Spares 2023 2022 Regalia Stock 2023
b/f 40,901 39,012 b/f 780

Spares Purchase -            -            Purchases 0

Purchases 6,109   9,365   Sales at Cost 0
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The Railton Owners Club Limited 
Limited by Guarantee 

 Balance Sheet as at 31st July 2023 

Fixed Assets -                 -                 

Current Assets

Cash in hand and bank/PayPal acct 34,885 26,825

Regalia Stock 756 762

Coachcraft Stock 0 0

ROC Spares Stock 37,141 40,901

Owed to or from M Stenhouse 0 0
Second Hand Spares Stock 0 0

Net Current Assets 72,782 68,488       

Current Liabilities          (refer note 3) 3,500         3,500         

Total Assets less  Current Liabilities 69,282       64,988       

Capital & Reserves

Balance at Start of Year 65,006       58,857       

Surplus / (Deficit)  for Year 8,060 4,268

Stock difference increase/(decrease)Regalia (24) (26)

Stock difference increase/(decrease)Coachcraft 0 0

Stock difference increase/(decrease) SH Spares 0 0

Stock difference increase/(decrease) ROC Spares (3,760) 1,889
Balance at End of Year 69,282       64,988       

31 July 2023 31 July 2022

Company No. 005745462 
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Back in October 1992, The Automobile published this article  on the Railton Tourer owned by the late Ray Pank 
of  South Australia. A slightly fuzzy scan of this article was sent to the Bulletin a while ago by the car’s current owner, 
Jim Scammell . It has been transcribed to make it possible to read on the Bulletin’s A5 format.  Ed. 

 
With his heart set on driving up to London in his new car, it was an excited Ray Pank who 
personally collected his 1934 Railton Terraplane from the south ol England ten years ago. 
An Australian, he had bought the car sight unseen, twelve months earlier after a struggle 
with the tyranny of distance. Although he had joined the Railton Owners Club in the 
U.K. for access to the advertisements in the Club's journal, he found that by the time the 
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magazine arrived in Australia the cars for sale had been sold. He asked an obliging editor 
to kindly phone him, reversing the charges, if he was about to publish an advert for a 
tourer, and at least give him a chance. This black sports tourer, with its body in original 
condition, was the result. 

 
However, Ray Pank didn't reach London. His new acquisition overheated. As a result of 
that disappointment he was to spend three years ‘fooling around', as he modestly puts it, 
overcoming the problem, caused primarily by a small radiator and a very small engine 
compartment housing a very large engine. For underneath the long, lean British bonnet 
nestled a substantial American 4,168 cc, side-valve straight-eight with an excellent pedigree – 
from the Hudson Motor Car Co., by way of the Terraplane. The first Railtons of 1933 had a 
4,010cc Terraplane engine and then, in mid-1934, the 4,168cc Hudson was fitted. 
 
In fact, the chassis, wheels, three-speed gearbox and running gear of the Railton and virtually 
everything except the body were Hudson-Terraplane. That's the main reason why Ray Pank 
had wanted one so much. 
 
‘My father always had Essexes and Terraplanes’ (the Essex was the Terraplane's predecessor). 
‘I learnt to drive on an Essex and stayed with them from then on. Prior to the Railton I 
owned two Terraplanes and then I built a Lancia Terraplane. That was a real performer. It 
was a Lancia Lambda with the wheelbase shortened to nine feet and with a Terraplane engine 
and gearbox. It was a very ‘quick car.’ 
 
When a car in Britain to-day can be derived from a car in Germany which is also the basis of 
a car in Australia and one of them has a Japanese engine anyway, it seems quaint, even 
snobbish, that Railton’s pioneering, trans-Atlantic fusion was labelled in somewhat derogatory 
fashion as an ‘Anglo-American hybrid’, as if engineering could embody national purity. And 
the slow-turning American engines Railton adopted – uncomplicated, unstressed and reliable 

Right. Ray Pank in 

his 'sweet little car' 
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– were described as ‘lazy’ as if they were leading misspent lives, and the possible alternatives, 
fussiness and temperament, were virtues. 
 
Those uninhibited by such considerations found the Railton Terraplane fusion a powerful 
combination. (The first models like Ray Pank's were called RTs, and said so on the hub caps. 
Later, they were called just Railtons.) The Terraplane chassis and running gear was built by 
Hudson to a minimum weight. Lightly bodied – Ray's tourer weighs 22cwt all-up – the 96 
bhp eight propelled the combination to 60 mph in 13 seconds and to a top speed of 90 mph 
– for a third of the price of a Bentley and less than an Alvis or a Lagonda. 
 
The original owner of Ray's car – British registration AYK 923 – was an American student at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, Michael Whitney Straight. The younger brother of Willard 
Whitney Straight, the celebrated racing driver and aviator, Michael Straight went on to be an 
economist, journalist and author and joined the U.S. Air Force during the war. He was a 
forceful advocate for the United Nations Organisation and for a different post-war world. 
Peter Wright, the former Assistant Director of MI5, claims in his book, Spycatcher, that 
Straight was instrumental in revealing that Anthony Blunt had been a Soviet spy. In 1963 
Straight had told the FBI that Blunt had recruited him for the Soviets when they were both at 
Cambridge. 
 
‘Down Under’ 
The Straight car had three more owners before it went ‘down under’, In Ray Pank's hands its 
overheating came under close scrutiny. Ray's working life had been involved with hydraulic 
pumps and the moving of water. 
 
‘It was a matter of making modifications to the water manifold,’ he explained, and fitting jets 
so that the water going into the engine was jetted onto the location of the exhaust valve seats. 
‘When I started, the difference in temperature between number one cylinder and number 
eight was twenty-five degrees. Now it's only three degrees. The engine is smoother and there 
are no problems. I can cruise at 75-80 mph all day whereas before it was limited to about 
sixty.’ 
 
His modification was the outcome of repeated experiments and of meticulously keeping a 
record of the results. From a bore on his extensive suburban property, he piped water 
through a Hudson cylinder block using three different types of Hudson water pumps driven 
by a variable-speed electric motor. 
 
Ray still keeps an eye on the temperature, literally. On the edge of the scuttle, facing the 
passenger seat, is a set of auxiliary gauges. A dual gauge shows the temperature at the front of 
the cylinder head and at the rear; another, the temperature at the top and bottom of the 
radiator, and the third gauge shows the water pump pressure. 
 
He has also changed the exhaust-heating of the inlet manifold to water-heating, by circulating 
water where the exhaust gas used to go and controlling it by a valve. Fitting an oil cooler was 
another modification. ‘I'm convinced,’ he says, ‘that the Hudson engine is as much oil- cooled 
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as it is water-cooled. Because of its splash feed system the heat of the oil is extremely critical.’ 
 
Ray has happily shared his knowledge with other Railton owners, world-wide. He has visited 
the U.K. on a number of occasions, including last year, to attend meetings of the Railton 
Owners Club. He believes his modification to the water manifold is also worthwhile for Rolls
-Royces, and has modified his own 1924 Silver Ghost. ‘Other Rolls-Royce owners won't 
listen,’ he says, ‘except for one in the USA.’ 
 
Quiet, smooth and fast 
Railtons were quiet, smooth and fast. ‘A sweet little car’ is how Ray describes it. ‘Mine has a 
high ratio back axle now, but even so I can drive all day around the city in top gear. You can 
even start in top if you want to.’ 
 
He considers the Railton handles and rides well. The company stiffened the American 
suspension and fitted Hartford Telecontrol shock absorbers, adjustable from the dash. The 
brakes of the earlier models were mechanical. Hydraulics came later, concurrently with 
Hudson. 
 
The name the car bears is that of Reid Railton, designer of World Land Speed Record cars for 
Malcolm Campbell and John Cobb, but the conception and creation of the Railton was by 
Reid Railton’s friend, Noel Macklin, 
whose involvement with sporting cars 
went back to the Eric-Campbell of 
1919, thence to the Silver Hawk and 
on to the expensive Invicta. The 
Railton was built in the old Invicta 
factory. 
 
The apotheosis of the Railton was the 
Light Sports Tourer of 1935, which, 
stripped down, was capable of 110 
mph and phenomenal acceleration, 
quicker than the post-war Jaguar 
XK120. Ray Pank is in the process of 
building an LST replica and therein, 
no doubt, will lie another story. 
 

N.B. Ray’s cooling modifications have been applied with success to several U.K. cars. If anyone is interested please 
contact the Editor or the Spares Registrar for more details. 
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N.E.C. CLASSIC CAR SHOW 2023 
 
The annual visit to the N.E.C. is now 
behind us and the Railton Owners Club 
stand, as usual backing onto the brightly 
lit Alvis stand, featured three vehicles: 
(see opposite) the Light Sports Tourer- 
inspired Special, WS 9736, belonging to 
Russell Cook; the R.E.A.L. tourer, BYP 
252,  of Richard Hirst, and your Editor's 
own Spikins Hudson special, DRX 67. 
 
The theme of the show this year was 
“Perfect Partners” and Richard's car 
epitomised this, having been purchased 
in 1966 in partnership with Chris van 
Essen and then subsequently used to 
cement partnerships between husband 
and wife by being the car of choice for 
three family weddings, the first of which 
was in 1972. The car’s display banner is 
shown here. 
 
We found that opening the bonnets of 
the cars to show the workings was what 
drew most people into the stand and 
footfall was indeed very high with a lot 
of interest, particularly in the Hudson 
Special’s over-the-top supercharger 
installation. As usual many people were 
seeing Railtons for the first time but we 
also had several members of the Club 
visiting us too. On the Friday, new 
member Paul Tickner, who is looking 
for a Railton; Jason and Simon 
Brinklow, whose father owns the ex- 
Dick Barnard Brough Superior; Robin 
Butler, custodian of Ranalah tourer JT 
427, and finally Jason Fox, who is 
restoring John Harris’s “Bodmin” 
Brough Superior. On the Saturday, Fred 
and Pat Mellors, (see next page; Fred is 
our youngest member and grandson of 
the Chairman) and also Doug Mason,  
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who has the ex-Robin Balmain 
special BWE 78. He tells us he is 
currently in the process of fitting 
doors to facilitate access. Nick 
Brough also said hello. On 
Sunday it was Howard Wilcox 
and Vivvy. Howard had been 
advising at Iconic’s auction in 
Hall 2 regarding a Brough 
Superior SS100 motorcycle 
which was sold for £241k! He 
was able to update us on the 
whereabouts of Peter Ginman’s 
Brough car which has moved 
from Finland and is now in 
Tasmania with Peter Bender. 

 
In past years, visitors who have distant 
memories concerning Railtons have been the 
highlight of the day, but in 2023 there was 
only one such visitor. In about 1956, Nicola 
Gotrel’s father, Patrick Fleming, bought a 
Railton in Australia when he was posted 
there with the Royal Navy. He purchased 
the car with his wedding money and, since 
he was based in Australia for 2½  to 3 years, 
the new couple used it as their everyday car, 
touring around when the opportunity arose. Since he was on submarines, there was no 
opportunity to secrete it away in the corner of the ship as was done by Donald Day with his 
ERA, so it was sold. Nicola thinks that she has a photograph of the car somewhere and has 
promised to send it to the Bulletin if she can locate it.  Does it survive I wonder? Another 
visitor to the stand included an Irish gentleman who wants to buy a Hudson engine for a 
Lagonda. He told us he has spent a vast sum of money restoring a Meadows 4½- litre engine 
but has, to his horror, discovered that they are a mixture of phase I and phase II parts and 
cannot therefore be assembled into a single unit.  Retired restorer Mike Engard told us that he 
had worked on CVO 96, the Fairmile II which is now in the Nicola Bulgari NB Center for 
American Automotive History.  
(see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_CG9aG1WTk) 
 
As can be seen the stand was very busy at times, but in the quiet moments we have been 
considering the merits and demerits of our attendance at the Classic Car Show. On the 
positive side the name of Railton, Hudson and Brough Superior cars is brought in front of a 
much wider public, but so what? It appears that the show overall is not something that 
appeals to many members, possibly because most show vehicles are now post-war. Those 
exhibiting their cars incur the expense of transporting them to Birmingham as the Club does 

The three car line-up 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_CG9aG1WTk
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not reimburse costs. Consequently those willing to exhibit tend to be from a fairly small pool 
and once the euphoria of seeing the crowds on the stand dissipates, there is nothing much 
left. Many U.K.-based Club members are keen for us to continue, yet are not prepared to 
assist. 
 
This time last year we appealed for assistance from the membership to help man the stand 
during the three days of the exhibition. No-one new stepped forward. The Club is therefore 
giving serious consideration as to the viability of continuing to exhibit in 2024. It is not a cost 
issue – attendance is only expensive in time and it puts an unreasonably heavy burden on the 
same two or three people every year. One possibility we are exploring is whether we might 
share a stand with a similar Club which faces the same issues, possibly the Allard Owners 
Club. This would obviously have to be under a different banner possibly relating to Anglo 
American Flathead-Engined cars (or 
something more succinct); it is early days, 
but if this does not bear fruit and there are 
no volunteers coming forward, then 2023 is 
likely to be our last appearance at the N.E.C. 
Classic Car Show. This would be a shame 
since we have been there for many years 
starting in the time when Barry McKenzie 
provided the impetus for our attendance. 
 
So please give some thought as to what 
you want to happen and let Max Hunt 
know. We have to reach a final decision 
before next March. 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 
 

Gearbox Shifting Rail Locks 
A positive locking device is 
fitted to both transmission 
shifting rails and operated by 

the clutch linkage (Figure 
1002). When the clutch is 
engaged the balls (54 and 77) 
are locked in the shifting rail 
notches. When the clutch 
pedal is depressed the lock 
rods (78) move up so that the 
notch is in line with the end of 
the lock plunger (79) and the 
ball (77) is held in the rail 
notch by the pressure of the 
spring (55 and 80) only. The 
links (81) should be adjusted 
so that the notch in the rod is 
below the plunger (79) when 
the clutch is engaged. When 
the clutch pedal is depressed 
half way, the rod should have 
moved upward far enough to 
bring the notch in line with 
the plunger so that the shift 
can be made. 
 
The illustration (Figure 1002) shows the Interlocking Device as used on late 1935, 
1936 and 1937 transmissions. The parts shown comprise Part No. 48855 
Interlocking Device Kit which should be used as a replacement on 1934 and early 
1935 models. The superseded lock can readily be distinguished as the lock rod was 
a stamping instead of bar stock as used in this kit.  
 
The foregoing is taken from section 10 of the Hudson procedure manual which is available to 
members on the Club website. There have been several recent instances where members have 
been unsure how to set these interlocks or where they have not even been aware of their  
existence! If they are not assembled and set correctly it will either be impossible to change 
gear at all or, be possible to move the gear lever when the engine is not running without 
depressing the clutch in which case the gearbox may then slip out of gear when on the move. 
The position of the spring, tube and nut (82) is often incorrect. The tube sits inside the spring 
and passes through the hole in the actuating levers on the gearbox cross-shaft. This is best 
illustrated by the pictures on the next  
page ( courtesy of Mike Stenhouse). 
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Top four images show gearbox with clutch pedal  released. 
 
Bottom two images show gearbox with clutch pedal depressed. 



 

 31  
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
From David Wall (sent to Max Hunt) 
I am pleased to say that with a little help from my friends in the R.O.C., AYX 30 has been 
brought back from the dead. The car that has had a chequered career over the last forty years 
is owned and has been for many years by Caister Castle Trust and is now with the rest of  
the  collection in Norfolk.  
 
I shall not be renewing my membership but felt I should thank the Club for all its help. The 
car is not absolutely correct in some ways but is smart, displays well and is a great 
improvement on the collection of  parts delivered to me about eight years ago. We took great 
care to use as much of  the original car as we could. I hope you like the attached photos. Again 
thanks.  

From Peter Phipps 
Peter sent pictures of his Abbott tourer but with few words. It is shown here on its way to 
Fairmile Restorations to have several minor issues addressed by Iain McKenzie. Most serious 
was an inability to select gears. 
Iain has been able to resolve this. 
Initially the gearbox interlock 
adjustment was checked but 
found to be correct. The clutch 
linkage, however was not adjusted 
correctly and not delivering 
enough travel.  At the N.E.C. Iain 
advised that there is still some 
clutch judder and, although a new 
plate was fitted during the car’s 
restoration, that is not a universal 
panacea and it may not be sliding  
freely on the spline or the release 
fingers may need resetting. 
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MARKET PLACE 

For Sale 
1934 Hudson Terraplane. Ivory with red leather interior. Owned by me for 26 years. 
Beautiful example, fully restored to a high standard and has won awards at numerous shows. 
Genuine reason for sale. This car needs to be seen to be appreciated, with substantial amount 
of spares. Offers. 
Phone: Vic Mangold 01536 233707 (Northants.)  irene.james3@outlook.com 
[N.B. contact details omitted in error in the last Bulletin] 

For Sale 
Railton Terraplane two-door Ranalah 
Saloon reg. AOC 710, first registered 26th 
June, 1934. 
Green over black wings with leather 
upholstery. Very good original order. With 
current owner for 60 years. May be viewed 
near Monmouth.  
Offers. 
 
Contact: Richard Baxter: 
richardbaxter@hotmail.co.uk, tel: 01600 
740614, mob 0796 8802353 
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Tourer for sale 
Bill Kile drew attention to this 1936 
tourer for sale with Hyman in St. Louis 
MO, USA., for $64,950. 
 
Hyman specialize in high end collectible 
cars. The fact that they are representing 
a Railton speaks well for the marque. 
https://hymanltd.com/vehicles/7509-
1936-railton-tourer/ 

Front wings  
John Timmins of Portsmouth is selling a pair of aluminium 
front wings which are obviously off a Railton.  

They are from a car once owned by the late Danny Keenan. 
 
Asking price is £150 but they could probably be had for less. 
Contact: cjtimmins@outlook.com 

John Fack drew attention to this Special 
which appeared on the Club’s Facebook 
page where the owner asked what it was 
worth. 
 
AWX 117 was last heard of in Devon with 
Dave Faizey of Paignton and started life as a 
Coachcraft Stratton 4-door Saloon. 

Phil Kidd, who attended this year’s National 
Meeting whilst over from New Zealand, is 
selling his 1935 R.E.A.L. Railton Sports 
Tourer to make way for its replacement. 
Contact: Phil Kidd 
Email: prcmk@xtra.co.nz 
Phone: +64 (0) 27 239 4828 



 

34  
 

For sale 
1935 Railton saloon project, UK registered but in Brittany, France 
Sadly, poor health forces the sale of my Railton Carbodies saloon project. The chassis, which 
is sound, has been completely degreased, stripped and painted with underseal and the partial 
wood frame woodworm treated and painted. I have a good radiator, the bonnet and scuttle, 
plus a good chrome radiator surround. I have two incomplete engines, including two restored 
blocks, without cracks, plus one good crankshaft and one rusty one, 4 good timing gears and 
one good camshaft. Some of the tappets and pistons are missing, but there are many duplicate 
engine parts that could be sold to offset costs. Also with the project comes an aluminium high 
performance cylinder head. 4 new tyres but no spare wheel.  
 

 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or for further photographs.  
The car is at my workshop in the village of St Segal, North West Brittany, post code 29590. 
£7,500 flexible 
Contact: Mike Burnett, 0033 782 17 9983  Email : michael.burnett@sfr.fr 
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CLUB SHOP – AVAILABILITY AND PRICES 

 

 Price U.K. Postage ROW Postage 

R.O.C. Car Badge £35.00 £1.32 £1.65 

R.O.C. Tie £10.00 £1.25 £1.43 

Embroidered badge (approx. 3 inch wide) £5.00 £0.70 £0.90 

History of the Railton £3.00 £0.70 £0.90 

Land Flying – The Terraplane by James Fack £8.00 £1.25 £1.65 

The Lost Coachbuilder – Atcherley by James Fack £9.00 £1.25 £1.65 

Railton & Brough Superior Gold Portfolio  £17.50 £3.50 £7.00 
(Brooklands Books) 

 

 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Contact the Secretary, Max Hunt.  Telephone: 01299 401135.  
E-mail:  secretary@railton.org 
 
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE: Cheques (sterling only) for the total including postage should be made 
payable to to “Railton Owners Club” and post with your order to: Max Hunt, Secretary, Abberley 
Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EJ. 
 
VIA THE WEBSITE:  Go to www.railton.org and then click on Club Shop. (You do not need to log in 
to the Member-Only pages to purchase items).  Scroll down and click on the Add to Cart button by the 
item(s) of your choice.  Checkout using PayPal. 
 
PAYMENT DIRECTLY FROM YOUR PAYPAL ACCOUNT: Registered users of PayPal can use 
the “Send Money” facility but you must send the money to treasurer@railton.org in sterling. Please 
add the following amounts to the total cost of your order including postage to cover PayPal fees.  Total 
up to £10 (add £0.50); up to £14 (add £0.75); up to £19 (add £1.00); up to £24 (add £1.25).  You can 
either list your order in the “message” area in PayPal or e-mail separately to Max Hunt. 
 
PAYMENT BY BACS: E-mail your order to Max Hunt and make a sterling BACS payment directly 
into the R.O.C. bank account. Quote reference of your surname/membership number so that we 
can identify the payment.  
HSBC Bank Sort Code: 40-17-04  Account Number: 91009877 
IBAN: GB52HBUK40170491009877   BIC:  HBUKGB4153R  

mailto:secretary@railton.org
http://www.railton.org



