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The front cover shows the ex-Richard Hughes special, YVS 862, at the V.S.C.C. Pomeroy
Trophy meeting on 17t February driven by Michael Caine. For more images see the letter from
Robin Butler.

The back cover is another image from the specification sheets issued by the factory in 1938.
Printed on stiff paper, it is in an envelope titled “Railton Special Coachwork”.

John Dyson wrote in Coacheraft: “A formal catriage on the 127" w/b, “sponsored” by Univetsity
Motors who felt the need for a limousine in the range. Somewhat lacking in style, it sold very
poortly - only seven units in three years. Whilst the comfort of the accommodation is apparent
from the pictures, the quality of ride experienced by the rear seat passengers, situated behind the
axle, would surely have been questionable. Moreover, the intrusion of the wheel arches cannot
have aided access.”

R.O.C. Website: www.railton.org
If they have been mislaid, the user name and password for the Members’ area
may be obtained from the Editor, the Chairman or the Secretary.

Railton Owners Club
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EDITORIAL

I was greatly relieved to hear that several volunteers had stepped forward to assist with the
Club stand at the N.E.C. allowing us to continue to put the Club and its marque cars in the
public eye. The helpers in previous years will still be there but not on all three days of the
exhibition plus the set-up days.

Looking through older Bulletins (and making comparison with the Singer Owners Club of
which I am also a member) there were then a lot more people working to keep the Club
functioning. As the Secretary has said, I am currently trying to find a venue for us to meet on
the Friday before the National Meeting in July. Whilst I might live in the same county, it is
still an hour from home, and as I do not know that part of Oxfordshire well it can be quite a
task. Hook Norton Brewery looked a good option but as it is such a popular venue (the
restaurant was over one third full even in early March), we would have to reserve places
several months in advance, something I would like to avoid. So, more likely a pub in the area,
but post-covid many locals have closed and are continuing to do so at an accelerating rate.

In future years it would be good if someone else organised the National Meeting who then
could then suggest a venue close by to themselves thus making the task easier, and relieving
the workload on the usual suspects. Last time this happened Toby Sharp provided a very
enjoyable weekend based at Ilsington in Devon. Will a volunteer step forward for next year?

On the home front, all my cars continue to require work before being used for the upcoming
season. I wrote about the Ranalah saloon last issue. After recharging its battery it started using
my usual procedure making it difficult to diagnose what went wrong. Mike Stenhouse had
advised an external condenser in case that was the cause of the weak spark observed when
trying to restart it at the roadside. Next time I tried to start it more recently I found that the
battery had now failed completely. It has been replaced but a failure of the ABS on my daily
driver (a Porsche 968) demands attention first. The Spikins Hudson is fine apart from a
pinhole in the radiator header tank. As I want to fit a boss to take a Revotec electric fan
control switch I will address both at the same time.

My Singers too have been taking up time. The Sports Coupé’s rear axle was very noisy so I
dropped the nosepiece and found chipped teeth on the crown wheel. Fortunately a
replacement was still available and has been fitted. For a long time I have had parts on the
shelf which, after much modification, would allow me to fit a non-standard nosepiece from a
Ford “English” axle (as used in the Cortina and many contemporary sports cars). Apart from
greatly increased reliability, this would open up a wide choice of ratios and the single seater
“The Bantam” would benefit from a different ratio for hill-climbing. This hybrid axle is now
completed but, as “The Bantam” is needed for Wiscombe Park in May, its engine first needs
urgent attention, having failed at Loton Park last year due to lack of either fuel or sparks.

Neil Thorp

CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MAY /JUNE BULLETIN IS THE 11TH MAY.
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SECRETARY’S NOTES

So the good news is that, with four additional volunteers to help at the N.E.C., we have
decided to go ahead and apply for a Club Stand again this year. The dates are already declared
as the weekend of November 8t to 11t and we hope again to secure a prominent location in
the Prestige Hall of the Exhibition Centre. The Club can thus maintain a tradition that
stretches back into the 1980s when Barrie McKenzie first persuaded the Committee to get
involved with the National Classic Car Show.

In one of those eatly events, which were then staged at Stoneleigh, the Secretarial Berkeley
Saloon (which in those days had been languishing in semi-dismantled state as Phillip Barker’s
‘parts’ car) was dragged out of its barn to become the “before” exhibit in a “before-and-after”
display of Railton restoration possibilities. Forty years on and benefitting from the generous
offers of support from members Nick Brough, Paul Tickner and Michael Catterson we can
look forward to having interesting examples of Brough, Railton and Hudson on our stand at
the N.E.C. So, get the dates in your diaries and watch out for ticket offers later in the year.

Meanwhile our editor Neil Thorp has been working on the details of the programme for this
year’s National Meeting in July. So hard has he been working that I can reveal that he and Mrs
Thorp were lunching in an Oxfordshire brewery earlier this week assessing possibilities for a
Friday afternoon visit. Details of our reservation at The Holt hotel in Steeple Aston were
explained in January and are set out again on the Calendar page of this issue. The twenty
rooms are being held until the end of April and I am told that as of the first week in March
only seven firm bookings have been made. The message, I think, should be obvious.

Many members will be aware that the Vintage Sports Car Club is celebrating its ninetieth
anniversary this summer with a whole series of events centred on Stratford-on-Avon in the
days following the Prescott hill climb weekend of August 3rd/4th. It would be good to think
we might manage a Club presence on the Stratford racecourse. More immediately, I have
booked a place on the weekend conference on May 10th/11t organised jointly by the
Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust and Keele University to celebrate the life and work of
L.T.C.(Tom) Rolt. It was Tom Rolt with John Passini and Tim Carson who established the
V.S.C.C. at the Phoenix in Hartley Wintney in the autumn of 1934. In the following January
the trio opened the Phoenix Green Garage in a range of old outbuildings and the rest, as they
say, is history. Details of the conference can be found on the Events page of the Ironbridge
Gorge website www.ironbridge.org.uk.

Rolt would later be instrumental in securing Prescott House in Gloucestershire in 1938 as a
hill climb venue to rival the Midland Automobile Club’s Shelsley Walsh, and would go on to
champion organisations supporting canal preservation and heritage railways around the
country. From his home in the village of Stanley Pontlarge just two miles from Prescott, he
established himself as a prolific writer on heritage and engineering topics. His three-volume
autobiography under the overall title of The Landscape Trilogy is a brilliant read for those who
share such interests. Yet his enthusiasm for the achievements of our great engineers was
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mixed with an irreconcilable regret at the damaging consequences for the rural society that he
loved. In his short history of the motor car Horseless Carriage, published as early as 1950, he
wrote that “when we survey the changes which the age of internal combustion has wrought in
England it is not difficult to sympathise with those who wish that the motor car had never
been invented”. One wonders what he would make of today’s situation with 34 million cars
and 5 million small vans filling our road network.

And so to my archive piece for this time which takes us back forty years. I guess that I am
not alone among R.O.C. members in having fond memories of a childhood collection of
Dinky toys. 1 was intrigued therefore to find in the Bulletin for March 1984 the following
advertisement:-

“The ‘Dinky’ Railton”

“The model depicts the Ranalah Sportsman’s Coupe and can be produced in open or closed
form. Out of stock at present, but new supplies expected shortly. Outstanding orders will be
despatched as soon as assembled and painted. £10.00 plus postage.”

Ten pounds in 1994 must equate to about £25 in today’s money, so this was obviously no
cheap toy. Does any member still have one? What about a letter to the editor with a picture?

Max Hunt

[Masx: is correct about childhood memories. Aged about 6 1 had a Dinky model of what was probably a
Leyland Comet truck and, as just pushing it along was rather boring, I found that it went quite fast when
attached to a piece of bungee rubber from one of those tennis practice ball-on-a-post toys. Anyway when ny
playmate released it on one occasion 1 failed to catch it with my hands with the result that I was struck in the
Sace by a flying truck. Whilst inside trying to staunch the flow of blood, insult was added to injury as my father
returned home and bis car ran over the Dinky toy, totally destroying it.

1 have searched the internet and the only models of Railtons other than the 1.S.R. car that I could find were a
recent (2018) issue of a police Cobham saloon by Brooklin (see below), plus the better-known Lansdown
models of a Cobham and a top-down Fairmile, but no Dinky Ranalalh Sportsman’s Coupé. Ed.]

IPV446 1939 Railton Cobham
Saloon (Flying Squad)

Six cars were assembled during
the war for the use of the
Metropolitan Police.




CALENDAR 2024

Friday 19t - Sunday 21st July National Meeting Gaydon

We plan to visit Gaydon and Upton House. Provisionally, the activities on offer are:

. Friday: R.O.C. lunchtime get-together at a venue TBA; visit to restoration workshop.
. Saturday: Visit to British Motor Museum, possibly via another attraction.

. Sunday: Cotswold Tour to converge at Upton House (National Trust).

Our base will be at The Holt hotel at Steeple Aston, Oxfordshire, where we have reserved 20
rooms at the following dinner, bed & breakfast rates. (Rates are per room, per night, and
include VAT). Friday rates would also apply if anyone wanted to stay on the Thursday before,
or the Sunday after, the weekend. For the Friday night we will need to book dinner at the
same time as booking the rooms. For the Saturday we will have the Club dinner, which, to
maintain quality, will be a set menu of our choice, but with a vegetarian alternative; menu
details will be available nearer to the event.

The hotel will hold the rooms until three months before the event. The rates remain
thereafter, but availability cannot be guaranteed. So please book as early as possible.

Payment will be at check-in but a credit card would be required at the time of booking to hold
the room. Free cancellation requires a minimum 48 hours notice before 11:00am of the day of
check-in. Call and make bedroom reservations by following the procedure below:

Call 01869 340259 for in-House Reservations, or email info@holthotel.co.uk

If booking by email, guests will still have to call in with card details to secure the reservation
at some point in the booking process, as these cannot be accepted by email.
Quote the dates and the Railton Owners Club’s group booking code: ROC.
N.B. The best times to call are ones that avoid check-in and check-out time.

19t Friday 20th Saturday — Club dinner night
Singles @ £145.00 Singles @ £185.00
Standard doubles or twins @ £180.00 Standard doubles or twins @ £220.00
Supetior doubles ot twins @ £190.00 Supetior doubles ot twins @ £230.00
Deluxe doubles @ £210.00 Deluxe doubles @ £250.00

HOLT HOTEL

Nr. Steeple Aston,

Oxford Road,

0X25 5QQ

www.holthotel.co.uk

sales@holthotel.co.uk

+44 (0) 1869 340 259
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Friday 31st May Bicester Heritage
All tickets for the Chubb hospitality event at Bicester have now been taken.

Friday 8t - Sunday 11t*» November Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show
The Club has now applied for a stand at the show thanks to additional volunteers stepping
forward. Reduced price ticket details will follow when known. Put the dates in your diary now!

THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

In the last Bulletin I complained about the weather. In this edition I have to do so again.
January and February have been foul — February now confirmed as the wettest ever in a
winter season that has been the wettest for 130 years. However, as I can do nothing about the
weather I will leave that topic and move on to some good news.

It has been reported in recent Bulletins that engagement with the Club has not been as
enthusiastic as the Committee would wish. One tangible effect of this was the likelihood of
the Club not occupying our prestige slot at the N.E.C. Classic Car show in 2024. Thankfully
the response to our appeal has been positive enough for the Club to confirm attendance.

I want to thank not only the “usual suspects” but those other members and volunteers who
have stepped forward to man the Club stand over the 4 days. Personally this was a great relief
to me, as since becoming Chairman attendance of the Club at as many events as possible has
been a goal I have supported. I continue to believe that getting the marque “out there” is of
value to us all and to the classic car community as a whole. Once again, thank you.

On the topic of getting out there I recently had an e mail from one of our younger members,
Fred Mellors, as what plans I had for MMT this upcoming year. Getting an e mail like this
from your Grandson (who lives 2 miles away note) is a bit weird but as an 11-year-old he uses
social media quite a lot. Anyway, I was able to remind him of the events already advertised in
the Bulletin — The Annual meeting at Steeple Aston in Oxfordshire in July with trips to
Gaydon museum and a Cotswold tour; the Chubb Family Day on Friday May 31st at Bicester
and, I am sure he will make his annual pilgrimage to the N.E.C. as well, now it is confirmed.
Add in Drive it Day April 21st with an invitation to go to the Battle of Britain bunker in
Uxbridge, Brooklands Best of British day May 27t% Bank Holiday and our local Holyport
Fayre on June 15t we have plenty in the diary. He was also excited to hear that the bookings
for Kop Hill in September will open April 4t and he really wants to do that one again.

If we get to these events, I will endeavour to write up a brief report on each and I wondered
if other members are planning events for 2024; it would be good to hear where you are going
and what you are doing, be it competing, rallying or going to local show events and it doesn’t
have to be in the U.K. of course. I find the Bulletin a valuable tool in keeping cohesion in the
Club. Additions for each edition from more of us will help this even more.

Mick Jarvis
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THE BEST LOOKING RAILTON

Following on from Jan Roosenberg’s suggestion that Bulletin readers should propose what they feel is the best
looking Railton, John Dyson bas written:

In am not a particular fan of "best" of anything, as it smacks rather of a children’s magazine,
but I am feeling moved to join in Jan's parade. My problem is that I'm unsure whether to
plump for the swb Carrington (e.g. GPD 7), a 'razor-edge' Cobham (e.g. FPH 386 featured in
the last issue), a Fairmile I or the swb Stratton (e.g. CFC 122). (IN.B the images below are of hwb
models, which Jobn feels lack the finer lines of the shorter cars.)

STRATTON SALOON

T

CARRINGTON COUPE




CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE

At Peter Best we have been arranging insurance Policy benefits may include:
for your classics for over 35 years so we know
what is important to you. With access to the * Free agreed valuations
UK's leading insurance underwriters, we provide * Freelegal cover

competitive insurance solutions tailored around

you and your vehicles * Roadside assistance and recovery

within UK/EU

Our experienced UK sales team offer a wide * Limited mileage options
range of insurance products, including cover for * Multi-car cover discounts
your everyday car and home. e Club member discounts

ASK US TODAY ABOUT OUR CLASSIC CAR COVER
CALL NOW FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE

01376 574000

or get a quote online by visiting:
www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

PETER BEST
— AC INSURANCE
10N | SERVICES
ADE SUpPORTER == EST. 1985

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270
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FROM THE PENCIL OF THE MASTER

A great many years ago, probably in the late 1970s or maybe the carly ’80s, Joan and I were
invited to lunch by Geoff and Peggy Durtnal at their home in Gerrards Cross. Thither we
journeyed and after a pre-prandial sherry, enjoyed a very pleasant repast (Peggy was an
excellent cook, a keen gardener as well as being one of the key figures in the Girl Guide
movement, whatever it is called in these enlightened days). After the meal the ladies retired to
the garden, leaving Geoff and me inevitably to talk about Coachcraft, where he was in control
of bodywork design.

At some point Geoff, unbidden and probably just to show that he had not lost his touch,
produced pencil and paper and proceeded to sketch, entirely from memory, the drawings
reproduced here. In order to see just how accurate they are, you will have to compare them

with the various images in

| the Coacheraft book, and it is

ata v = 7 Hi appatent that forty years
Cer rlhcvafh after the event the designs
‘ were still very much in his

mind.

Fig. 1 - The first series
production models
built by Coachcraft,

morte or less as taken
over from Motor
Bodies (Berkeley) in
1934

Hoawdad Saloa~

&w‘r I Wioker Bo'daw (&35 wiedtr Town 4 Lca,cmq,’

Fig. 2 - The Series
I Fairmile dhc,
perhaps Geoff
Durtnal’s most
important and

lasting design, S
typifying the % ' Yo 5
Railton. ' <

,Dwﬁw bk hot Ukt km 1934 Show

Wdrotusat - 031
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1936 .

Fig. 3 - Series II
Fairmile, the
“Speed Flash” has
been replaced by

| mouldings.

Fig. 4 - The Series
III Fairmile,
smoother in line and
detail and no
external hood iron.
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Fig. 5.-One
of Geoff’s
favourite
designs, he was
most
disappointed
that only three
were built.
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Fig. 6 - University
Saloon.
(Note: Norman
Green was an early
member of the

Club)

Fig. 7.- University Stratton
saloon on 117" wheelbase.
Despite being a 1936 model
none were produced on the
120" chassis.
“University” because it was
sponsored by University
Motors, though not
exclusively sold by them.

SM' vea.ey O‘g‘-
Cotbonm Sileaw .

Fig.8. - Cobham
saloon, perhaps the
apogee of Railton
saloon design — it is
a pity that the sole
example on the
129" long
wheelbase has not
survived.

Sadly, our little session was interrupted by the ladies before we got onto the long-wheelbase
models — Carrington dhc, Stratton saloon and limousine. Reasonably enough they decided
we’d had enough time on old cars; after all it was a lunch invitation.

John Dyson
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THE DURBAN DASH

When we first found our 1934 Railton in 1964 it was missing its cylinder head and water
pump, both apparently removed for repair after frost damage. The radiator had also been
damaged by the fan. At the time, all I could find were parts off a late Railton in a scrap yard.
The flat cylinder head fitted, but I had to add two studs to the front of the block to mount
the water pump. The replacement radiator was mounted on a section of angle iron on the
front of the chassis and the shell was extended with some strips of aluminium.

We emigrated to South Africa in the late
1960s and took the car with us, it then ran
for many thousands of miles with the later
parts fitted. In 1972 we came across to the
UK for an extended holiday, and I was able
to purchase a 1934/5 cylinder head, water
pump and exhaust manifold. Advice from
Geoff Moore was that the water pump could
be easily modified to suit the shorter 1933
chassis. 1 also got hold of some André
Telecontrols as they were missing on our
car. A friend wanted a Riley wheel and
agreed to contribute towards the shipping
costs. I had a wooden crate made up (see
right) so that it could replace the back seat
of the Railton as we would need to collect it
from the docks. I arranged shipping for the
crate and we returned to South Africa.

In early 1973 we were notified that the crate had arrived in Durban and was ready for
collection. T asked Les, a family friend, to accompany me and share the driving. Both our
wives were expecting and Les’s wife Paula would stay in our house whilst we were away.
Stephen, who was 4 at the time, would come with us. Friday the 9t of February 1973 was the
day of departure. We had hoped to leave fairly eatly in the day, but Les had been held up so
we eventually left at just before 4. Unfortunately, Les had developed a severe migraine and
was unable to drive. It was dark by 7 and light rain hampered our progress, but we managed
to cover the 300 miles to Pietermaritzburg by midnight. We turned off into a residential side
street and prepared for the night by removing the front seats and placing them under the car.
Hotel straight eight was not the most comfortable, especially with the seat rails digging into
our sides. Stephen had the whole back seat area to himself.

Dawn revealed that we had parked on the grass verge in front of some rather smart
apartments. Before the locals noticed us, we slipped off to a local service station to get
something to eat and to tidy ourselves up. The last 50 miles to Durban was easy enough and
we were able to spend some time on the beach before collecting the crate at 10 o’clock. The
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crate was securely held in place by seat
belts fitted a couple of years earliet.
From Durban, wep took tyhe N2 road Ehe"
north to Empangeni to visit my uncle WRs QP
and aunt on their sugar farm. It was
about a 100 mile drive and we arrived
in time for lunch.

Grey's gervice station

I was up fairly early the following
morning so that I could service the car
for the long drive back. After spending
time with my uncle and aunt, we left at £
11.30 for home. We could have About to leave Pietermatitzburg for Durban.
continued on up the N2 to approach

the Johannesburg area from the east, a shorter journey, but as it included about 50 miles of
gravel road so we decided against it. Instead we retraced our steps as far as KwaDukuza to
turn inland through a Zulu tribal area. The road was good and there were plenty of hills to
climb as we had to eventually achieve 7000 feet to get home. Les drove the first part of the
journey and he commented on how well the Railton pulled up the hills. We stopped on one
occasion just to have a look at the view.

Left: About to leave Pietermaritzburg for
Durban.

Below: View on the way home.

We eventually joined the main
Durban Johannesburg road
with me driving in the dark for
the last leg. We arrived home
just after midnight to find that
all was well. During this final
section I was noticing an
increasing whine from the
engine. Later I discovered that
I had meshed the wrong fibre
camshaft gear with the
crankshaft gear. The total distance covered was about 870 miles.

Tony Flewellen 2024
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FEDERATION OF BRITISH HISTORIC VEHICLE CLUBS

DRIVELIT DAY o
RIDEST DAY NOW

SUNDAY 21* APRIL 2024

Available in standard size and now
WU == 2024 = a smaller size suitable for motorcycles.

FRDGAATIN OF BTN HETRK YONCLE LIS 18 S990TT 0F

Display straight away to show your

adli
Ch'lq«s:crc‘ - support, no need to wait until April 21°!

in support of

childline

visit www.driveitday.co.uk

to order yours today
Scan Me

National ‘Drive it Day’/‘Ride it Day’ Federation organised by the British Historic Vehicle
Clubs Ltd is the annual opportunity to raise amongst the public awareness of and support for
the historic vehicle movement and keeping heritage on UK. roads.

It sees clubs schedule regional and local events throughout the country on Sunday 21 April
2024. Importantly, it also raises funds for the NSPCC’s Childline. We use yesterday’s vehicles
to support today’s children.

Fundraising is an integrated part of ‘Drive it Day’, in which our movement comes together to
contribute to a section of society that needs huge help and support — vulnerable children.

This money is raised by the purchase by drivers and riders of a fundraising ‘Drive it Day’ rally
plaque. It’s an easy way for drivers and riders to show their support, and donate vital funds.

Last year, we raised a record £51,000 and we’d like to beat that in 2024

A variety of rally plaques, for bikes and cars, (or just make a donation) are available now at
www.driveitday.co.uk
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FPE 993 FAIRMILE III

As part of the stock of spares the Club purchased from Anne McDonald after Pat’s death,
there were four half-bumpers. At first sight two sets, on examination it appeared that they
were one set of double half-bumpers because one pair had only one mounting hole meaning
it must also been joined at the end with the rolled eye. Whilst trying to identify the car to
which it would have originally been fitted, it turned out that all John Dyson’s file

photographs showed only one Railton with a double bumper, namely FPE 993 which was
sadly scrapped in 1962.

Whilst not the clearest image, this picture of FPE 993 shows it to be 1937 Fairmile III. In
addition to the unusual double front bumper, the splendid Marchal (or are they Zeiss?)
headlamps are a striking feature. With a radio and twin spotlights too, obviously at some time
much money had been thrown at it, but John commented that it did not look like that when
he knew it. It was then owned by Ken Rodwell, an impecunious, rather vague individual who
shared lodgings with John Lane.

As double bumpers would have been a little difficult to arrange at the back to permit an
opening boot lid, we finally concluded that the items from Pat were not ex-Railton.
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BIRKIN, RAILTON & BROOKLANDS

Max Hunt’s reference in the Jan/Feb 2024 Bulletin to Birkin’s comments about Brooklands
and the enduring influence of it on the British motor sport scene struck a chord for me.
Brooklands was equally important to the development of flying in the UK but somehow, it is
the image of Cobb in the Railton-designed Napier hurtling around the banking that has
become the iconic image that defines Brooklands.

Like Birkin, Malcolm Campbell also recognised the need for a road circuit and had a hand in
the introduction of a rather artificial layout using a part of the banking and some of the
interior service roads. Indeed, it was named after him and parts of it are still in use today.
Other ovals such as Indianapolis and the short-lived Rockingham facility in the U.K. also saw
the need for this. The GP circuit at Indy was less than successful and while drivers seemed to
enjoy the Rockingham infield track, it was never commercially viable. I once drove a
NASCAR demo car around the oval, it being one of those deals where you followed an
instructor who slowly increased speed every lap until you ran out of talent or nerve. As long
as you were right behind, he knew you were okay. The moment you dropped back at bit he
knew you’d reached your limit. Even though it was only a few carefully controlled laps, it gave
you a sense of what Cobb, Birkin and others faced at Brooklands and what Railton had to be
aware of when designing racing cars. Heading into turn one, the banking looks like a brick
wall, so goodness knows how Cobb and Birkin felt at Brooklands.

Birkin is buried in Blakeney not far from
our Norfolk home. We often cut through >

the church on the way to the quay giving THRUST
him a quick nod on the way. He was quite

a character and loved this part of the world
for his weekend jaunts. The story is that
the Blakeney Hotel on the quay was the
scene of his staged in-flagrante episode to

secure his divorce. I'm sure he’d be L e
amused to know that the grave next door

but one to him is occupied by — William
Allen Barstard (Billy), Craftsman, Teacher,
Preacher, A Kind Man. Normal for
Norfolk as they say. The Bentley
connection lives on thanks to the Blakeney

Garage that runs and services modern and /
vintage cars including a couple of Birkin-
era Bentleys kept there. \-%‘
To reinforce the point about the

Brooklands legacy, my work on the Railton

-inspited ThrustWSH water speed record I
project has reached the stage after nearly 3 J ET Hyd rOfOIl

C3:.23
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Screen-shot of the full power test with rebeat of the Spey engine in August last year at Kemble (now Cotswold
Airpor).
Taken from the video on the project’s website https:/ /thrustwsh.com/

R e sl s

years of research where the computer-based simulation data needs to be checked against real
live data. All of that data will then be used to create a Six Degrees of Freedom (6DoF) model
as used in the aviation industry to simulate new designs before they are built. It covers the
directions of movement (forward and back, up and down, side to side) plus pitch, roll and
yaw. The computer power needed to do this is considerable. The real live data will be
collected by a quarter scale 225 mph fully-autonomous test boat being built now and using a
system developed by Leeds University Dept of Robotics. All of this testing takes money, a
chunk of which has been provided by a U.K. watch company. Designed by Terence Conran
and launched with the help of Richard Noble, ThrustSSC designer Ron Ayers and driver
Andy Green, the company is called Brooklands Watches. So, full circle, the influence of
Railton and Brooklands lives on.

Robin Richardson

Members who have recently joined the Club and wonder why this is in the Bulletin should know that Reid Railton
was involved in the original WSK boat of John Cobb. Cobb’s Crusader crashed in September 1952 and John Cobb
was killed. Everyone assumed that the tragedy was one of those awful accidents and the word went aronnd that,
having lost his good friend, the brilliant designer Reid Railton wonld never design a record breaker again.

In April 2018 the truly magnificent book Reid Railton Man of Speed was published by Evro and we
discovered the rest of the Crusader story. Railton was deeply unhappy about the management of the Crusader project
and decided to design the second-generation record boat, working with his friend and fellow record breaker George
Eyston. Everything he had learned from the Crusader project went into this new design which progressed as far as
being incorporated into a tank test model built in secret by NPL. Richard Noble brought this model along when he
spoke to the R.O.C. at onr meeting Thame in September 2019. — Ed.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

New Members
Three new members have joined us since January; we welcome:

1265 Robert Vitrikas 257 Preddy Creek Drive, Barboursville, Virginia, U.S.A.
Robert, who joins as an Associate Member, tells us that he and his wife Christine are
lifelong British car enthusiasts having owned MGs, Minis, Lotuses, Bentleys, Jaguars,
Morgans and an Aston Martin. They would like to add a Railton tourer to their current
collection.

1266 Jay Grady 7992 County Road, Royse City, Texas, U.S.A.
Jay has recently acquired the ex-David White Terraplane Six Windoverette, KX 9692
to add to his collection of 20 Hudson-built cars spanning the years 1910 to 1954. He is
pleased to have his first U.K. bodied Hudson.

1267 Josef Eder Raindinger Hauptstr. 68, Haarbach, 94542, Germany.
Josef has, since 2016, been the owner of a 1936 Railton whose previous owner, Erwin
Schonfeld also lived in Germany. He tells us that the car was restored about 20 years
ago.

CELEBRITY

ENDORSEMENT 3 , 1
Such endorsements are nothing new and U H@ @/%&% @

Reid Railton was one who was asked to
endorse a booklet published by Esso oils.
The booklet is 9.5 x 7 ins, and runs to 36
pages of text, neatly bound in a blue
paper cover. At first sight it appears to be
a British publication dating from about }

4 How Your Car Works
Explained in Lucid Terms

1930, but many of the technical images WITH FOREWORDS 3Y
have a mid-1920s U.S. feel about them. SIR :;NDR‘; B;i’fi%s‘”'
All the drawing of engine systems show a ntemeeat B et 0

6-cylinder side-valve but the steering MAURICE SAMPSON
section shows right hand drive.

ALLEN
Presumably it was printed specially for
the car dealer Allen [T.A. Allen were pre-
war Austin agents in Southend and 3 _@_
Catford] but was probably also pfOVldCd = WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF o'ube MOTOR OIL DEPARTMENT
by Esso to other dealers. The Railton
pages follow.

ANGLO-AMERICAN O COMPANY LIMITED 36 QUEEN ANNE'S GATE WESTMINSTER. SW.1

20

[RAILTON



“Full Marks” for Essolube

by REID A. RAILTON

The well-known Consulting Engineer and
Designer of the *“ Blue Bird.”

HERE is no doubt that, with this new technique
adopted in the making of Essolube, it is possible to
regulate the quality and physical properties of a lubri-
cating oil with a degree of accuracy that has hitherto
been unattainable.
Prior to the discovery of this process, it was necessary
‘ to docket the crude oils from various parts of the world
Photo : Hay Wrightson, London  UDd€r the particular characteristics which appeared in
the lubricating oils produced from them. These
characteristics included both the good and bad features which were inherent in the
crude. When it was desired to produce—say—a motor car engine oil, the procedure
was either to choose a single oil, derived from one of the crudes having one or more
characteristics favourable to an engine oil, or to blend two or more oils so as to get at
least a proportion of several favourable characteristics. Unfortunately, in neither case
was it possible to get rid of the unfavourable characteristics inherent in the oils
used, so that, at its best, the finished article was little more than a compromise.

Now, for the first time, a method has been found of actually altering the composition
of a lubricating oil in such a way that the desirable characteristics can be produced at
will, and the undesirable ones almost eliminated.

It might be thought that the quality of the oil in an engine is not of prime importance
to the car designer and manufacturer. It is, I think, a matter deserving of rather more
consideration than it usually receives, and I will give one or two illustrations of what
I mean.

In a low-priced car, the size (and price) of the starting motor and battery are directly
governed by the effort required to start the engine on a cold day. This effort varies
very largely with the type of oil used. If the manufacturer can rely on the owner using
an oil with a good viscosity index, he can economise in price and weight on his electrical
equipment.

With the nearly universal use of closed cars to-day, and the steadily increasing amount
of slow running necessary in towns and heavy main road traffic, the question of fume-
elimination is becoming important. The complaint of “ feeling sick in a closed car ”
is nearly always caused by the evil-smelling fumes from the engine crankcase finding
their way into the body of the car. The actual fumes are present in such small quantities
as to be harmless, but it is the sickly smell which is so objectionable. This smell is
caused by the decomposition of nitrogen and sulphur impurities in the engine oil under
the influence of heat and moisture. If the offending constituents were not present in
the oil, the trouble would not arise to anything like the same extent.

In these days of small, high-speed, high-compression engines, the running clearances
of the moving parts of the new engine have to be kept very fine in order to keep the
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engine reasonably quiet when it is well run-in. Some of these moving parts, such as
the pistons, piston rings and exhaust valves, are subjected to a very high temperature,
and this, in conjunction with the initial fine working clearances, renders them particularly
sensitive to any compounded oil which tends to leave a gummy deposit when in contact
with a hot surface. Qils with this characteristic are largely responsible for the sticking
valves and gummed-up piston rings which are common on engines which have been
run hard when new.

I have taken these cases more or less at random to show how the quality of an engine
oil can react on the car manufacturer. Each of these three examples calls for a totally
different property in the ideal engine oil, and there are many other desirable properties
as well that I have not mentioned. Until the introduction of Essolube, no oil has been
marketed that would receive full marks even on these three points alone. Clearly then,
any process which enables an oil to be built up synthetically to embody the various
virtues of the existing oils, and to eliminate their vices, is a very marked advance indeed.

MORE MOTORING BOOKS FOR SALE

A Club Member wishes to sell more of his motoring books, which are listed below. Please
send all enquiries to the Secretary (contact details inside front cover). Offers are acceptable
for multiple purchases. Post and packaging is extra.

Karl Ludvigsen. Reid Railton: Man of Speed. Two vols with case. Mint. £75

Hon. Mrs Victor Bruce. Nine Lives Plus. 190 pages. Good with dust jacket £8.

Rob de la Rive Box. The Encyclopaedia of 1V intage Cars 1886-1940. 336 pages. Mint with
dust jacket £15.

Richard Sutton. Motor Mania: Stories from a Motoring Century. 159 pages. Mint. £10.
A.B. Demaus. Motor Sport in the 205. 113 pages. Mint with dust jacket. £8.
Gregor Grant. British Sports Cars. (1958 edn) 239 pages. Sound, ex-library, no jacket. £5.

John Bradshaw. The Spiders’ Web. (2021) Basil Davenport’s famous Shelsley specials. 348
pages. Pbk. Mint £10.

Nick Walker. A-Z of British Coachbuilders 1919-1960. 208 pages v. good, with jacket
(minor tear). £10.
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GET THE FACTS RIGHT!

In the December issue of Classic & Sports Car an article appeared under the heading of
“Railton Seeks New Owner”, accompanied by pictures of KLM 60. The article contained
several howlers (to those who know):

“Recently offered for sale in the Railton Owners Club magazine was a car described
as a 1949 Railton Eight University Coachwork drophead coupe, which was being sold
by a Paul Railton.

The Railton marque was the work of Lance Macklin, who had left Invicta 1933 and
started his own business selling American Terraplanes, part of the Hudson/Essex
combine. Reid Railton, the designer of record-breaking speed machines, had little to
do with the road cars that bore his name other than receiving a royalty.

After manufacturing 1500 cars, the company was sold to Hudson Motors Ltd of
Chiswick in 1939. Post-war it assembled a few cars from parts held by the firm, but
there was also a new model presented at the 1949 London Motor Show,...”

This particularly incensed Jan Roosenberg who wrote “One would have thought they would
be a bit better at automotive history, not knowing that Macklin started and owned Invicta
before selling it, that was not a Hudson salesman and that it was Noel not his son Lance who
was involved.” He then wrote to the magazine to correct them:

With regards to RAILTON SEEKS NEW OWNER, I
feel your magazine dealing with Classic Cars should get
historic facts straight on a well-known British marque.
Noel Macklin started and owned Invicta with financial
backing from Oliver Lyle, of sugar fame. He sold the
company in 1933 and used the Cobham works to build
Railtons. Although indeed using a Hudson chassis, he

never was a Hudson salesman as is implied. He stopped IBJ'LE\I\/LJS\/[\‘\J/I%JE%<S :

production in 1939, having built about 1635 cars which,
unlike Invicta, were profitable. He changed his

production to the well known Fairmile motor launches
for the British Navy as he saw the conflict coming. Reid

Railton, while he had no ownership but did get a royalty,
did assist modifying the chassis among others and actively
supported in person the two Railtons in the 1934 Alpine Trial, which both finished without
any penalty points. Another interesting sporting fact about Railton is that a Portuguese team
in the 1934 Rallye Monte Carlo who started in Athens, the most challenging route of that year
with heavy snows, arrived in Monaco in first place, with only the brake test left. The poor
driver was so nervous that he stopped 100 yards before the line, because of which they
finished in fourth place. I believe it would be a much better-known car had they actually won.
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PHOTO DISCOVERIES

This slightly fuzzy image was kindly sent to the Editor by David Freeth of the Singer
Owners’ Club. It shows EPC 55, a 1936 Ranalah 2-door sports saloon. The car differs from
the 1935 version in that it has a projecting boot which has to be more useful than the tiny
one on earlier cars; a front bumper is another useful addition. The wiper (just the one) is at
the base of the windscreen rather than a pair at the top. Also the moulding on the door and
the rear panel seems to echo the Fairmile I’s style.

TP

:_:', r~-.q.

The car is now
owned by Andrew
Swan of Colchester.

To follow on from the focus on FPH 386 in the last issue, Tony Flewellen sent this image of
the car at Pip Barket's house taken on 29t June 1972.
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CORRESPONDENCE

From Peter Prince

CDG 869

My late Father owned a 1938 Fairmile Coupe by Coachcraft (si) with the above registration,
silver-grey with maroon hood and trim. One early May Saturday morning in 1957 Dad said ,
"let's put the hood down and drift through the countryside and find a quiet country pub and
have a drink before we come back home for lunch". Off we went, and to reach the
countryside we first had to navigate the Sidcup by-pass. As we wafted along at about 45 mph
in smooth silence, a brand new bright yellow TR 2 came past, and as it pulled in ahead of us
we saw the driver nudge his girlfriend with his elbow and jerk his thumb over his shoulder ,
an obvious sort of “look at that old” heap gesture.

Father was not amused! Down went his foot flat on the accelerator pedal! His left hand shot
forward slamming into second gear! We went from smooth silence to screeching wheelspin
with a hard thump in the back and we shot ahead, another chirp of wheelspin as he put it
back into top gear, still being pushed back into our seats. Dad said "don't look at him, look
straight ahead nose in the air" |

s

¢DG 869

As we went past I glanced over at the speedo, the needle was just swinging past 100 mph!
Happy memories are made of this!

Dad bought it for the most weird reason. We lived in Keston in Kent near Biggin Hill and his

journey to work took him about 25 minutes in his rather smart two-tone Triumph Renown.
Then in 1956 there was the Suez petrol rationing crisis, and he found his petrol coupons
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would only get him to work and back for two days a week. And he said ( excuse the language
"No damn jumped up *** Colonel was going to make HIM use buses and trains") So he was
looking around the scrap yards for a large-engined car to buy, park it in the garden, register,
tax and insure it and use the petrol coupons to fuel the Renown. Large old Austins, Jaguars,
Wolseleys, he found he would have to pay £100 for anything that he would dare to drive
home. He spotted the Railton for £125, what would you have done? He put the Triumph in
the garden and drove to work in the Railton.

P.S. T believe CDG 869 is alive and well and living in New Zealand.

[Jobn Dyson advised that CDG 869, is a Claremont with Carbodies coachwork and not a Fairmile which
wonld have been bodied by Coacheraft. 1t was sold at the October 1967 Sotheby Aunction for [ 240 and
subsequently advertised by 1.eonard Potter (a dealer in Newbury) for £525 in the '67 Dec issue of V. & V
Magazine, whence it seems to bave left for the USA and Jerry Silva. We have not been informed abont its
subsequent peregrinations to New Zealand. It was owned there by one Christopher Railton. His membership
lapsed around 2011 and we bave heard nothing of it since; perhaps our local members can find out more.]

From Jan Roosenberg

I bought this photo on ebay, in the hope that it is good enough to use in the
Bulletin. I bought several other photos in Australia and I am working on a
piece about Railtons racing and Charles Follett — an interesting character.

[The picture shows an accurate but rather sterile image of a Carbodies tourer. The original
was only 12.5 x 7 cm.]
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Three members have sent pictures of their cars:

From Paul Tickner

I thought you might like to see my other two “interesting” cars: a 1970 Datsun Fairlady sports
1600, and a March 81S-5. The March racer (currently for sale) will be replaced by the ex-
Richard Baxter Railton depicted on the cover of the last Bulletin.

From Robin Butler
JT 427 at Prescott in 2023.
This is the ex-Geoff Mootre
1933 Ranalah tourer
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From Peter Phipps

Abbott and Railton DPF 89

Len Huff, who has been researching Abbott coachbuilders and is about to publish the
definitive work on them, recently wrote to Peter Phipps as follows:

“...within the past 12 months or so, I have been led to believe that, after all, Abbott did not
body a Railton... and hence I am in a very difficult situation; 1 shall lean slightly in the
direction of Messrs Fack and Dyson who have sown those seeds of doubt in my mind. ...
would you have any documents or similar that prove to you beyond all reasonable doubt that
Abbott did rebody your car? That would enable me to challenge them - requiring them to
produce evidence that Abbott did not... I am anxious that the truth about Abbott’s
involvement with your DPF 89 is discovered and can be included in the book...”

Peter now writes

When 1 first joined the Club, about 1960, I was told by members, probably Mike and Chris
Ryan that the car had been a Carbodies saloon that had been rebodied by Abbott. 1
subsequently found this to be incorrect as, via Brian Tyrell (I think), I was given a prewar
photo of DPF at the top of the test hill at Brooklands with four wheels off the ground and it
was evident that it was a Carbodies Tourer.

Much later, I contacted Len Huff who told me that there was no record of the work by
Abbott but that there had been a period when some of the records were lost, either during or
just after the war ended.

More recently, during the restoration of the interior, hood and tonneau, Gerry Wilson
remarked that the hood frame had at some time been damaged by severe heat and, I believe
from this that the re-bodying might have been required because of fire damage. Who knows?

I bought the car from a guy who was a car breaker and had obtained it as a part exchange.
The previous owner had been Gerald Hennings, an active R.O.C. member, and I later traced
and visited him down in Devon where he was living. He referred to it as The Abbott Railton.

Incidentally it was first bought new by Alexander Gow Grimmond in 1936 who competed
with it. I have some original log books but not all (war damage loss according to DVLA) but
not the relevant log recording body change. I would be most interested to learn any relevant
information that members may have regarding the re-bodying.

So where do I go from there? Failing any further proof or disproof, I will return to Len for
his advice.
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From Rob Macwhirter (sent to Mike Stenhouse)

This is a summary of an email exchange between MS & RM.

I acquired the ex-Pat McDonald Claremont, /764 XUU]J, recently following an advert in the
R.O.C. Bulletin. Maybe 6 months or so ago. It is a blue convertible with bad paint, wrong
headlights, fuel tank, rear axle etc., etc., Oh and the wheels are drilled with 2 sets of 5 holes to
fit both axles! I just happened to take one of the valve chest covers/ breather plates off the
engine block, to find that someone didn't push out the gasket cutouts! Both are the same so
excessive crankcase pressure will presumably result, which can't be helping my crankshaft leak!
Oh the joys of other people’s errors! All I can say is that it still needs a vast amount of work,
though it could be used okay as is now. Do let me know if a suitable rear axle turns up ,
preferably complete and usable, also any good wheel rims.

Unfortunately I am unable to import it to Portugal (where it is now) as they want somewhere
around €15-16k in import duty post-Brexit. Also I have had to get a Portuguese driver’s
licence and for some strange reason it is illegal to drive a foreign registered vehicle within the
boundaries of Portugal with a Portuguese licence.

My own Railton [Carrington 1I - L.W.B.,, JME 1] has not progressed in the last 6 years
unfortunately. Now a restorer has lost the internal door check straps, a bumper iron and the
front bumper. I hopefully have someone to make the iron and the bumper. I have made the
door check straps.

My 1934 Buick is stuck here in a garage unused (€18k import) and I also have a V12 Lincoln
Continental that is a horror story. Oh and several Mk1 and Mk2 Transits, including a hearse!
Too many cars and not enough years to do them.

I have just acquired Paul Railton's father’s 1947 convertible (with a seized engine) and will be
coming to the U.K. the weekend of the 20t Oct to collect it and bring it back to Portugal.
Hopefully then lending it to a good friend with a U.K. licence when running, so we can go out
in it.

Mike wrote (inter alia)

I have been aware of the McDonald car for the best part of 50 years from when it was
registered KAB 331, owned by Bob Pancheri, and fitted with a Perkins P4 diesel engine. It
then was owned by Charles Jones who, I believe, fitted the car with the engine, gearbox and
rear axle from a Wolseley 6/80. Pat McDonald eventually acquired the car and started
returning it to original state. Unfortunately, Pat had a stroke and was in hospital at the start of
the Covid pandemic, from which he died.
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From Bill Kyle
When I read your article, “Understanding Vintage f.?,?:;;"%é{‘:,;‘,ﬁ"‘é,:;‘:.f2,";:?.22:;’,’Z::" et

Oils”, in the July/August 2023 Bulletin, I thought of
another resource that I have found to be very Ic
interesting and helpful. The book Which Oil by

Richard Michell, Veloce Publishing, 2011, is targeted at
the automobile restorer and owner. This slender book
reviews the historical development of oils and then
discusses how to select the appropriate oils and

greases for vintage automobiles. It is a good book for

those persons who want more than a superficial

knowledge of automobile lubrication. Attached is a
scan of the first few pages. [The index is transcribed here
and the book is still listed on Amazon. Ed]

w—1

Introduction & Acknowledgements Friction modification 51
Acknowledgements 6 Engine lubrication

Historical eras Performance level 52

Prior to 1915 7 Viscosity level 61

1915-1929 9 Summary 62

1930-1944 10 Transmission lubrication (including final
1945-1959 11 drive)

1960-1972 12 Controlling the wear of the gear teeth 64
1973-1979 14 Automatic transmissions 72

1980-1999 16 Chassis, steering and wheel bearing lubri-
Post 1999 20 cation

Basics of lubrication Types of grease 77

Appropriate viscosity under the operating Consistency of grease 79

conditions 23 Grease performance specifications 80
Stability of the lubricant 31 Choosing appropriate lubricants for your
Protection of surfaces 34 car

Protection of the lubricant delivery system 36 Engine 81

Imperfect lubrication 37 Transmission 94

The roles of lubricant components Chassis and wheel bearings 106

Reduction of oil thinning with temp 40 Answers to some common questions
Reduction of oxidation susceptibility 45 Engine lubrication 108

Dealing with mixed or partial lubrication Manual gearboxes 117

regimes 46 Glossary 22

Dealing with boundary lubrication 47 Index 23

Dealing with emissions 49
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From Nigel Plant

Nigel was one-time editor of the Bulletin and, clearing ont an old filing cabinet he found paperwork from bis
time in post which be thought might be useful. After his Railton be bonght a Riley Brooklands.

Small parcel is on its way to you. I hope there is something of interest and use.

The Riley Brooklands was a while ago now, it was a special car having been Percy Riley's entry
in the Ards TT in 28 & 29, but there was a 4 year period 30-34 that was blank and although I
had an idea what it had been doing, had no proof, which of course is there now! I shouldn't
have sold but didn’t like having to trailer the car to hill climbs.

I was seduced by Talbot-Lagos and had 3 as well as 2 Derby Bentleys and an Alvis Speed 25
which made an interesting comparison with the Railton Terraplane. The Derby Bentley is
definitely the best touting car of the three, the Alvis the most disappointing, hard work to
drive fast, but from a driver’s perspective the Railton Terraplane was the most enjoyable.

I have the front floor section of a 33/34 Tetraplane going spare and a set of hardboard body
formers for a 1933 Railton Terraplane Tourer, if anyone is trying to build one.

From Robin Butler

[Robin spectated at the 17.S.C.C. Pomeroy Trophy
meeting on 17" February and was pleased to see a
Railton competing. This was the ex-Richard Hughes
special, YV'S 862, and was driven on this occasion
by Michael Caine. Having been penalised for lack of
hood and luggage space, it completed only one high
speed lap so did not feature in the awards. Robin
kindly sent these pictures to the Bulletin.

See also front cover.]
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From Russell Francis

I found two films about 8 years ago (they were part of Stephen Halliday's
Estate) and spoke to Max about getting them processed and digitised. He
made some inquiries and was quoted £75 each at the time. We agreed that it
was a lot of money, especially as I didn't even know that they were
actually "what it said on the can".

I have been moving them around my home office all that time until last week
when I was sick of looking at them and needed to find out what was indeed
on them. I found a lovely retired local chap, half a mile away, that digitises
films as a little pension side-line. I have just received them back and I think it
is a great discovery, sadly not very long, but still a great little find. /The image is
a screen-shot from the 1962 film —Ed.]

The titles are self explanatory, R.O.C. Rally 1962, and Brooklands 1981, both
would have been covered in the Bulletins at the time but my back-copies are
buried under boxes at the moment.

I will post them on the Railton Owners Club Facebook page which might
encourage more members to use it. The originals will be donated to the club
archives to be preserved for the future.
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TECHNICAL TIPS

Peter Adamson sent a copy of the relevant page (Data Sheet No. 25) from Newns Motor Repair &
Overhanling. Published just post-wat, its four volumes include 50 data sheets. This one (#25) covers
Plymouth as well as Railton but the former has been edited out to avoid confusion. It is difficult to
set the tappets hot, so many use a cold setting found by trial and error to give the required hot
setting. However poor running will be caused by over-tight tappet settings. One member reports
using exhaust 0.010" cold, but then found that when the engine was hot the valves were not fully
seating, Changing to 0.012" cold solved the issue.

RAILTON QUICK CHECK-OVER DATA SHEET

> RAILTON

; R | 8. 1934-6

169 h.p. 216 h.p. i 1:!?:2‘;7;.91). | 288 h.p.
6745 127 723 i 3 ’“.“—' s i |
BORE, STROKE, CAPACITY . .| %43 X 15702 2;455 5 762 x 114 mm., 4,168 c.c. o
FIRING ORDER OF CYLINDERS . 158624 16258374 |
= . _’T“' — e |
Carte; le D/D 11/, in.* Carter dual D/D 1 in, Carter slngle D[D 1‘/ m |
CARBURETTOR SETTING . . o Moment/* I e e hamatic ’ I
Idle: %, to 1 turn open ldle 1/, o0 3/, turn open l Idle : '/, to 1 tum open !

LOCATION OF VALVE-TIMING
INDICATION . 3 Marks on timing gears

VALVE TIMING: ‘ ‘;
Inlet opens . . . . . 10° 40’ before T.D.C. 10* 40" before T.D.C. 10° 40° before T.D.C. |

LOCATION OF IGNITION-TIMIN(

‘ INDICATION . T.D.C. mark on Iront face of flywheel
| A RN B S Oy TR i | SR S R R
| IGNITION TIMING . 3 i . T.D.C. T.D.C. T.D.C. |
i
l TAPPET CLEARANCES (HOT)
| . . . . 006 in. 006 in, 006 in.
! e L R A A 008 In. 008 In. -008 in.
BEST PLUG GAP . 3 . . 082 in. -032 in. +025 in.
DISTRIBUTOR GAP . . ‘ . 020 in. -020 in. +020 in.

TYRE PRESSURES: t

Front, . . 8 s . 24 1b. sq. In. ! 24 1b, per sq. in. 22 1b. per sq. in.
Renr; . . . . . . 321 ppg sﬁ', n. 1 32 1b. per sq. in. 28 1b. per sq. in.
TOE-IN OF FRONT WHEELS A 0 to g in. | 0tol/ in. 0tol,in.

LENGTH OF FAN BELT v . et ! : = '
|

.Circulating splash lubrication. Warning signal
OIL PRESSURE (HOT) . ” 3 ]b}lll to ll‘:rllc.lle any faull in the system
S Castral XL, Moblloil A, Double Shell, Energol SAE 30, Fssolube 30, Duckha m’s NPXX.
RECOMMENDED LUBRICANTS . \‘:’lrr?{::qu;‘:r;Iilc. \[obﬂoll Arctic, Single Shell, Lnergolh.»\l. 20, Essolube 20, Duckham’s NPX.
ACCUMULATOR:

Voltage and Capacity . . . . 12 v., 72 amp. hr. 12 v., 72 amp. hr. I 6 v., 125 amp. hr. i
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MARKET PLACE

For Sale

1934 RAILTON Ranalah Sports Saloon.

BPU 679 (Original U.K. Reg.) has been in my possession for over 25 years. During that time
a full body-off restoration has been undertaken. Photographic / invoice records covering
body and mechanical work carried out are available. Since completion of restoration, this car
has only been used as a “show” car and has covered less than 500 miles. Advancing years and
a possible house move force the sale. I would like this car to be purchased by a Club member
for a reasonable negotiated price.

RAILTON



CLUB SHOP - AVAILABILITY AND PRICES

Price U.K. Postage ROW Postage
R.O.C. Car Badge £35.00 £1.32 £1.65
R.O.C. Tie £10.00 £1.25 £1.43
Embroidered badge (approx. 3 inch wide) £5.00 £0.70 £0.90
History of the Railton £3.00 £0.70 £0.90
Land Flying — The Terraplane by James Fack £8.00 £1.25 £1.65
The Lost Coachbuilder — Atcherley by James Fack £9.00 £1.25 £1.65
Railton & Brough Supetior Gold Pottfolio £17.50 £3.50 £7.00

(Brooklands Books)

GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Contact the Secretary, Max Hunt. Telephone: 01299 401135.
E-mail: secretary@railton.org

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE: Cheques (stetling only) for the total including postage should be made
payable to to “Railton Owners Club” and post with your order to: Max Hunt, Secretary, Abberley
Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EJ.

VIA THE WEBSITE: Go to www.railton.org and then click on Club Shop. (You do not need to log in
to the Member-Only pages to purchase items). Scroll down and click on the Add #o Cart button by the
item(s) of your choice. Checkout using PayPal.

PAYMENT DIRECTLY FROM YOUR PAYPAL ACCOUNT: Registered users of PayPal can use
the “Send Money” facility but you must send the money to treasurer@railton.otrg in sterling. Please
add the following amounts to the total cost of your order including postage to cover PayPal fees. Total
up to £10 (add £0.50); up to £14 (add £0.75); up to £19 (add £1.00); up to £24 (add £1.25). You can
cither list your order in the “message” area in PayPal or e-mail separately to Max Hunt.

PAYMENT BY BACS: E-mail your order to Max Hunt and make a sterling BACS payment directly
into the R.O.C. bank account. Quote reference of your surname/membership number so that we

can identify the payment.
HSBC Bank  Sort Code: 40-17-04 Account Number: 91009877
IBAN: GB52HBUK40170491009877 BIC: HBUKGB4153R
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